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eliminate it in the foreseeable future. In the USSR because of difficult 
relationships with the state it would, no doubt, be impracticable for those 
Baptist churches within the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians
Baptists to attempt to move as yet to complete congregational church 
government. 

No doubt the variations in church order which we find in the New Testament 
churches are there because the situation and its needs varied from church to 
church and from time to time, and had to be met in a variety of ways. 

But the fact remains that, if the principle enunciated above is of decisive 
importance, congregational church government is the ideal towards which all 
churches should move. 

Fred Bacon 

Renewal and the Church Meeting (a survey) 

A fairly persistent myth in Baptist circles links charismatic renewal with 
government by elders and the abandonment of the Church Meeting. During 
1987, as a very minor part of a sabbatical project, I surveyed a small group of 
Baptist Churches involved in charismatic renewal to find what difference 
renewal had made to their Church Meetings. The results indicate that there are 
churches involved in charismatic renewal where, far from being abandoned, the 
Church Meeting is in fact experiencing a new lease of life. 

Thirty churches were contacted, the sole common feature being that all of 
them were known to be involved in charismatic renewal to a greater or lesser 
degree. Twenty nine questionnaires were returned, filled in by Church 
Secretaries, Administrators or in some cases, Ministers. The churches varied in 
size from 49 to 600, and were fairly evenly dotted about England, with the 
exception that none were in East Anglia or the North East of England. The 
following is a summary of the information gathered: 

Size of the Churches 

The following table shows the size of the churches questioned: 

Size of Church 

600 + 

500-600 

400-500 

300-400 

200-300 

100-200 

0 -100 

Number of Churches 

2 

6 

5 

8 

5 

QUESTION: Do you have a Church Meeting? 

All twenty nine churches have a functioning Church Meeting, and only one 
indicated any doubt about the necessity to have one. One church, West 
Bridgford, in Nottingham, has a federal structure, where the church is divided 
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into different congregations which meet separately on a Sunday morning and 
have separate oversight from members of a pastoral team. Here individual 
congregations have their own congregational meeting as well as the united 
Church Meeting. 

QUESTION: How often do your Church Meetings take place? 
There was considerable variation in the frequency of Church Meetings, as this 
table shows: 

Frequency of Chur.ch 
Meeting 

Number of Churches 

Quarterly 10 
5 per year 

Alternate months/6- 7 per year 7 
8 - 10 per year 5 

Monthly 5 
QUESTION: How many members attend, on average? 

By correlating answers to this question with the membership size of the 
churches it was possible to deduce an estimated percentag_e of the members in 
each church who attend Church Meetings. One smaller church in Birmingham 
claimed a 70% turn out, way ahead of the field. Others fell into the following 
categories: 

%age attendance at 
Church Meeting 

20%-29% 
30%-39% 
40%-50% 

Number of Churches 

4 
12 
11 

There seemed to be some correlation between size of membership and 
percentage turnout, but the sample was too small to get this clear. The best 
percentage attendance figures seemed to be in those churches with a 
membership between 100 and 150, and those with a membership between 350 
and 550. On the other hand, percentage attendance seemed lower on average 
when the membership is under 50, between 150 and 350, and over 550. 

QUESTION: Are the gifts of the Holy Spirit (particularly word of 
wisdom, word of knowledge and prophecy) manifested in Church 
Meetings? 

Categories of Answer 

Yes, regularly 
Occasionally 

Rarely 
No, but decisions in Church 

Meetings may be influenced by 
use of spiritual gifts in 

prayer meetings or worship 
services 
Not at all 
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Number of Churches 

7 
6 
5 
2 

8 



THE BAPTIST INSURANCE COMPANY PLC. 
4 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 

LONDON, WC1 B 4AB 
Telephone No: 01-405 4084 

To the Readers of the Fraternal. 

Dear Friends, 
lt has been our practice for many years where a Church's 

insurances are of sufficient size, to offer to appoint the responsible 
official, usually the Church Treasurer, as an agent of the Company. 
This has resulted in commission being allowed on the Church 
insurance premium, and more often than not the Church has 
benefitted from this commission. 

A number of our agents appointed in this way have introduced to us 
the personal insurance of members- principally house building and 
contents insurance. Many members welcome the opportunity to 
place this business with the denominational insurer and it is an 
important source of growth for the Company. 

Occasionally the Church Officer acting as our agent is a 
'professional' well equipped to give insurance advice, but in the main 
all we ask is a source of introduction. If a member requests 
information and the agent obtains the necessary prospectus/proposal 
from us, we are happy to answer any questions which arise and to 
give advice. 

Over the coming months we shall be writing to all our agents on his 
subject. 

Yours sincerely, 

M.E. Purver 
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QUESTION: Does discussion of church business ever officially take 
place outside of Church Meetings (e.g. in Housegroups)? 

Twelve of the twenty nine churches were pursuing a policy of deliberately 
discussing church business in housegroups as well as in Church Meetings .. 
Decisions are taken in the Church Meeting but the housegroup structure, 
common in charismatic eh urches, provides a vehicle for a widespread debate on 
important issues by the whole membership without the pressure to make a 
decision. With an effective report-back system, it can enable the Pastor or elders 
to get a clearer picture of what the whole church is feeling. 

QUESTON: Can you think of any other ways in which Renewal has 
changed your Church Meetings? 

QUESTION: Do you have any other comments to add? 

A wide range of answers were given to these qustions, which can be classified as 
follows: 

Answers Indicating: 

A greater place given to worship 

A better, more friendly/loving 
atmosphere 

More emphasis on/time given to 
prayer 

Greater trust placed in leaders and 
officers, less suspicion 

Change from majority decisions to 
either consensus or unanimity as 
a basis for decision making 

Less important items dealt with 
outside Church Meeting, leaving 
time for discussing major issues 

Meeting chaired by someone other 
than the Minister 

Less argument 

Greater sensitivity to the Holy Spririt 

Decisions made more quickly 

Shift towards government by elders, 
Church Meeting being for 
communication rather than decision 

The Church giving more money away 
to causes outside 

No changes mentioned 
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Number of Churches where 
Answers of Each Kind were given 

12 

11 

10 

7 

5 

5 

2 

2 



In addition to these changes, one church has introduced a standard agenda 
with four headings which provide a balance of the various elements of worship 
and prayer, fellowship concerns, reports, and forward planning. Another church 
had combined their prayer meeting and Church Meeting in such a way that the 
main emphasis was on prayer, business decisions being taken as necessary 
only after being thoroughly prayed over. 

Michael Jobling 

The Theology of Bereavement 

There is no shortage of literature on bereavement. Most of it comes from 
medical, psychological or sociological sources or, where it is Christian 
literature, insights from these fields are often 'pasted' onto traditional thought 
and practice. No one doubts the value of these insights, but could it be that 
Christian theology has its own areas of enquiry and a contribution to make in its 
own right to the study of bereavement? This article aims to raise some 
theological issues which relate to the subject. But first one or two preliminary 
observations. 

1. The theology of bereavement is not the theology of death. We all know from 
pastoral practice that to answer questions about death itself or even about 
the afterlife does not resolve the problems of the bereaved. These problems 
are not so much about death as about life- or rather about survival in the 
context of an immense sense of loss. 

2. The Bible takes bereavement seriously and, while it may not be a major 
Biblical theme, a study of the experience of bereavements of, say, Abraham, 
Jacob, David, Job, Jesus and the early Christians reveals a wide range of 
emotional and psychological states all dealt with realistically, credibly and 
sensitivly. What we do not find is any attempt to 'anaesthetise' human 
experience with spiritual truth. 

3. Contemporary trends in popular Christian thinking require us to take the 
theological aspects of bereavement seriously. In particular renewed interest 
in healing and the triumphalistic excesses that this has unfortunately 
generated have important implications for the Christian bereaved. 

But what are the theological issues which bereavement raises? Here, I think, 
are some of them:-

( a) "And after this ... "? (Hebrews 9:27) 

"Where is he now?" demands the bereaved. lt is a natural question. C.M. 
Parkes argues that an important phase of bereavement can be explained in 
terms of 'searching' and describes this by analogy to the behaviour of the 
greylag goose searching for its mate! If 'finding', in a literal sense, is an 
impossibility perhaps there may be some mitigation of pain in knowing 
where he is and being able to picture him there. 

But is it possible to answer such a question theologically? To be "absent 
from the body", explains Paul, is to be "present with the Lord". He was 
thinking though of his own impending death, not comforting a bereaved 
person.lf "the body", through which the whole person hood of the deceased 
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