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be the same again. If it is established Baptists and Catholics will have to decide 
from a position of possible isolation how to stay in the mainstream of English 
church life. If it is not established wemayhaveasignificantly important role to 
play in ascertaining the reasons for the failure, and the new directions which 
may have to be taken to reach a totally new goal. 1982 will also be the year of the 
actual or postponed papal visit, with all the ecclesiastical and political 
implications it has raised. In this same year has come the ARCIC report on future 
Anglican and Roman Catholic relations, to be followed ironically next year by 
the celebrations to mark the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's birth. Whether 
we like it or not, our relationship with the whole church of Christ, is on God's 
agenda. Baptists must not act as if this were not so. We must not feel or create a 
false guilt, that to live in the ecumenical dimension is to play Judas. Here again 
the key to mutual trust, understanding and a common seeking of the mind o1 
Christ is the true Koinonia described earlier in this article. 

Finally, I plead for theology. For lack of it we are often shallow and superficial. 
Through fear of it we endure too much mediocrity. Through mistrust of it we 
stunt spiritual growth, lose convincing relevance, and are in danger of staying at 
the level of human exhortations. What we need is persuasion by the convincing 
utterance of God's word, and that calls for theology. Let me mention several 
fundamental words for the Christian church - kingdom, salvation, mission, 
reconciliation, body of Christ, servant, authority- many more could be added. 
We cannot be a true church without these words translated into action. Their full 
meaning must give content to our life and work. They must be at the heart of the 
message we declare and the faith we hold. They are a call to the mind as well as 
the heart. They demand theology alongside today's emphasis on heart-warming 
experience. We then need to learn that our various theological positions are 
partial and distorted versions of the one gospel, which have been caused by our 
alienation (lack of Koinonia). Our life and strategy need to be rooted in what 
Richard Lovelace calls a "unitive evangelicalism" which none of us has yet 
reached, but into which the Spirit will lead us together if we are willing. 

Bernard Green 

A Future for the B.M.S. 
Perhaps some of you would feel that the title for this article should more 
honestly have been either "A future with the B.M.S.", or else the present title, 
but with a question mark at the end. The first would have declared my own 
vested interest whereby, after over twenty three years of pastoral Ministry, 
now my very livelihood depends on the ongoing life and financial viability of 
the Society. The second would have taken note of the basic and prior 
question as to whether or not there is a future for the B.M.S. in the 
contemporary world. 

I make no apologia pro sua verba but rather an affirmation of faith. The B.M.S. 
has a future. it stems from the nature of God and His ongoing mission of love; it is 
part of the great purposes God has for all men, indeed for all creation; it is 
expressed in terms of partnership with God's people throughout the world as we 
seek to live under the tordship of Christ and by the power of His Spirit. Because all 
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THE WEST HAM CENTRAL MISSION 
409, Barking Road, Plaistow, EL3 SAL. 

Dear Fellow Ministers, 

Gladys was on the move! She was carrying a hold-all in one hand, and a 
colourful plastic bag in the other. "Where are you off to?" I asked- "Oh, I'm just 
going to spend a couple of weeks in Majorca" she replied. "Do you want to 
come, you look as though you could do with a holiday." 

Of course, Gladys wasn't going to savour the delights of a Mediterranean 
Island, she was, in fact, moving some of her possessions from the temporary 
home of Rest-a-While into our new building, YORK HOUSE, which opened at 
the beginning of May. Her cheery courage typifies the attitude of our ladies as 
they were uprooted, yet again, from familiar surroundings. In my last letter, I 
asked you to pray for us as we moved into our new home. May I now thank you 
for your prayers. Things went remarkably well, and we have now welcomed a 
number of new residents, who are settling in very happily. There have been 
problems, and not a few "teething troubles"- but we believe that God is still 
leading and blessing us, and that there is a bright future for the ministry in York 
House. 

I know from my years in the pastorate just how many requests for help are 
received, and I realise that many of them have to be refused- there simply isn't 
enough money to go round. In spite of this, however, I dare to ask you to 
encourage your folk to give their prayerful, generous support to this Baptist 
cause. The work of the Mission is still developing, and, more than ever, we need 
the help of our many Christian friends - so that it may be sustained and 
expanded. In these days it is more vital than ever that specifically Christian 
work should be encouraged and supported. I hope you agree, and if you do, 
that you will take "appropriate action". 

Yours in His Service, 

Trevor W. Davis 
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of this is of God, it deserves the utmost of our devotion and loyalty and demands 
our intelligent and sacrificial response. 

Having affirmed my own conviction, it would be folly to go beyond and to claim 
that this view is not called into question by many both within and outside the 
Church. 

Bid Farewell to Overseas Missions 

When we look to the increasing difficulty that there has been in.obtaining visas 
for missionaries to be admitted to India, Brazil, Bangladesh etc. in recent years it 
could well seem that God Himself is working to shut the doors to the traditional 
overseas missionary activity. 

Even greater force of argument has come from the understanding within the 
Church, voiced by Stephen Neill as well as by many others, that the age of 
missions is dead and the age of mission has arrived. This is illustrated in the way 
in which that long standing bulletin of missionary thought and activity has in 
recent years lost the "s" from its final word to become the International Review of 
Mission. What has been emphasised is that mission is a fundamental aspect of 
the Church's life and is to be exercised in all six continents. lt is not an optional or 
peripheral activity of a people of God who should really be busy doing something 
else. Some have even voiced it as strongly as "the Church is mission". Taking this 
view, it would seem totally inappropriate to continue with separate missionary 
agencies, thereby setting mission apart from the life of the Church as a whole. 

lt was surely a measure of the emotional involvement in overseas missions that 
many in the Western World were surprised and deeply hurt by the plea that has 
come from younger churches, "Missionary, go home!". This understanding has 
been at the heart of the 'moratorium' debate which has been a mushrooming 
presence in the world church for the last two decades. Leaders of the younger 
churches have expressed the growing conviction that the presence of expatriate 
missionaries inhibited national christians, prevented or slowed the growth of a 
truly independent and mature church, and maintained a paternalism on the part 
of the sending churches and a dependence in the lives of the receivers. 

From within the British churches we have heard a questioning of the rightness 
of trying to evangelise people of other faiths. John Hick, in his God and the 
Universe of Faiths and God has many Names, emphasises the religious pluralism 
of our social scene. He indicates how the presence in Britain of increasing 
numbers of Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs has made us more aware of the religious 
life and worship of these people, so that we may no longer talk glibly of folk in 
"heathen darkness'. He cites the discovery that in other forms of worship, "the 
same kind of thing is taking place in them as in a Christian church. That is to say, 
human beings are coming together to open their minds to a higher reality which 
is thought of as the personal creator and Lord of the universe, and as making vital 
moral demands upon the lives ofmen and women". Realising this similarity of 
worship, do we not need to recognise that the different groups are yet 
worshipping the one God? And that the truth of the matter is in the scripture from 
the Bhjagavada Gita, "How so ever men may approach me, even so do I accept 
them; for, on all sides, whichever path they may choose is mine"? This being the 
case, we set aside our Christianity-centred religion, we cease our dogmatic 
proselytism of folk of other beliefs and we engage with them in dialogue so that 

10 



we may enrich each other in a God-centred faith. 
When we add all of this questioning thought to the pressure upon the local 

congregation in Britain simply to meet its own obvious needs and to survive, it is 
not surprising that its concern for the world as a whole diminishes. The keeping of 
its financial head above water and the witnessing to and serving in a society 
where even the plurality of religion still leaves the majority of folk as non
committed to any path of faith is more than enough for most. The greatest 
practical responses that are made are to the aid agencies- Christian Aid, Tear 
Fund, Oxfam etc. Even taking this into account, one of the Church bodies more 
closely knit than Baptists, has been able to establish that, while the overall giving 
to work in the wider world has gone up appreciably, in the last decade, the 
percentage of that over against expenditure at home has halved. If we were to put 
the Church accounts of our separatist Baptist congregations to the same test, 
should we not find a similar shifting of balance? 

The Baby in the Bath Water 

Noting the inner questionings and the outer pressures, we can understand the 
hesitance of some concerning the future of overseas missionary work. But the 
cautionary words "look before you leap", do not mean that you never launch 
yourself joyfully and daringly into the air! In all the abandonment of wrong 
understandings and misunderstandings of our part in God's mission of love, 
surely we can never doubt that He is engaged on such a mission? The "baby" of 
this certainty we dare not throw out with the dirty bath water of our outworn ideas 
of mission. We need to look again at His work and at our share within it. 

The surge in giving from Christian people to the aid agencies is an illustration 
of how there has been an increasing grasp of the breadth of God's concern. The 
missionary activity that was confined to the "saving of souls" was a continuing 
denial of the Ministry of Christ Himself. In our Lord there was the offer of life in all 
its fulness. The hungry of body and mind were fed, the sick were healed, there 
was the discovery of wholeness through the saving love of God. Recent decades 
have seen the setting aside of a large measure of the contempt some had for"the 
social gospel". There has grown, within varying shades of theological thought, a 
desire for the proclamation by word and deed of the wholeness of the Gospel. 
When our local congregations have given generously to aid but seem to have set 
aside worldwide mission concern, the balance has been wrong, but not the 
compassion shared with Christ that the needs of men shall be met. 

The engaging in dialogue with men of other faiths for mutual encouragement is 
neither an original nor a particularly revolutionary idea. Its present strength 
comes from a right sense of humility in the face of others' sincerity and quality of 
life, now apparent as folk of differing belief become literally our neighbours. But 
dialogue involves basic assumptions and aids. Fundamental, is that there are 
others who are willing to be involved in open ended encounter yet Stephen Neill 
makes clear this is not at all easy. "it has often surprised me that Christians alone 
should be required to be tolerar)t in a world in which no one else is prepared to be 
tolerant. The dedicated Marxist regards himself as a man with a misison ... The 
convinced Muslim is equally of the opinion that he has the whole truth, the fina) 
word of God to men, and that this truth must prevail over every other kind of truth 
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... To the Buddhist there is only one way ... All these are propagandist religions 
and make no secret of it. A Christian cannot be regarded by them as anything 
other than conversion-fodder." Dialogue may be honestly engaged in if we are 
able to discover willing partners, for our own faith calls us to search for truth 
knowing that ultimately its source is the God whom we love and serve. To be 
genuinely:open to this encounter involves risk to our life and faith, but if we keep 
the integrity ofourown ultimate faith, this latter must be basic to what we say and 
we must look notonlytothe Holy Spirit showing Himself to us but also converting 
our partner. As Leslie Newbiggin puts it "The Christian who enters into dialogue 
with people of other faiths and ideologies is accepting the risk. But to put my 
Christianity at risk is precisely the way by which I can confess Jesus Christ as 
Lord - Lord over all worlds and Lord over my faith. lt is only as the church 
accepts the risk that the promise is fulfilled that the Holy Spirit will take all the 
treasures of Christ, scattered by the Father's bounty over all the peoples and 
cultures of mankind, and declare them to the church as the possession of Jesus." 

As soon as we look at the call, "Missionary, go home" and enter the 
'moratorium' debate, we must take seriously the comment from the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, "We speak of moratorium for mission not a moratorium 
of mission". The withdrawal of the foreign missionary and his help is for the 
emergence of the national Church in its independence and its own strength, for 
the sake of mission. We cannot deny this, nor the reality of the situation with some 
churches that have grown from overseas missionary activity nor may we deny the 
nature of the Church as a whole. Independence, national integrity, are essential 
-but often we talk in these terms for younger Churches. lt is absolutely right for 
there to be no expatriate presence and no outside funding in some places. In 
other areas, to leap to this situation would be the equivalent of abandoning the 
baby on the hillside. Rather, the help to independence of life needs to be offered 
sensitively and only for as long as is necessary. This is to recognise also the 
nature of the Church, that we are one body under the Headship of Christ and we 
are related in life and task. This is seen where the national Church has grown from 
dependence on overseas strength to a genuine independence. From within such, 
it now sees the Church of Christ as inter-dependent and it is glad to express this 
by sharing in partnership in mission. 

lt is inappropriate to set mission apart from the life of the Church as a whole. lt 
is also true that, as Newbiggin says, "The Church must in every generation be 
ready to bring its tradition afresh in the light of the Word of God". But, as Baptists, 
have we ever, at heart, sought for separation of Church and mission? The B.M.S. 
was, from the earliest days of partnership between Carey and Fuller, the servant 
of our Churches in their sharing God's concern for the whole world, and so it 
remains! That world is still in need and God would still warm it wholly to Himself 
by His love. The variety of that need is seen not only in the physical hunger of 
countless millions but also in the experience of those great nations where other 
faiths are supreme in influence- the natural development of 'militant' Islam as 
David Janses rightly calls is, into the situation in Iran -the inability of the Hindus' 
enlightenment to deal with the needs of the teeming millions of India -the 
hunger left by socially successful Maoism so that the Christian Church in China is 
not only alive and strong beyond our imaginings, but is being besieged by 
enquirers. What we see challenges us to be committed to thorough engagement 
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THE BAPTIST INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 
4 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 

LONDON, WC1 B 4AB 
Telephone: No. 01-405 4084 

To the Readers of the Fraternal 

Dear Friends, 

"K" is for "Keep it in the Family!" 

The reaching of "K" in my insurance alphabet provides an opportunity to touch 
on the reasons for the denomination having its own Insurance Company, and 
for it being supported by the Churches. We were founded in 1905, but were 
preceded by the Methodists, the Anglicans, the Congregationalists and the Irish 
Catholics, all of whom have their own Insurance Companies, as has the 
Salvation Army, who entered this field after us. There is a rightness about 
applying the principle of insurance and shared risks within a particuiar 
community, so that the losses of the few are borne by the many. 

The Articles of Association require that a director of our Company has a 
unique bias towards the needs of the Baptist cause. As compared with most 
insurers we are a small Company with a small staff, but this enables us to give a 
close personal service with real knowledge of our clients. We take pride in our 
speed of response. Of course we do not always meet our high standards, and we 
are receptive to constructive criticism. Our size does mean that cam menton our 
performance good or bad makes an impact. Although small, we have built 
strong financial reserves by charging competitive but realistic premiums. This 
was never more important than in recent times, when the damage to property by 
the weather conditions of December 1981 and January 1982 has been described 
as the largest series of claims in respect of a natural disaster recorded in the 
Country. We and our clients can face such a situation with confidence. 

These I feel to be sufficient reasons for Baptists to insure with us. The icing on 
the cake is that after a minimal fixed dividend to shareholders, profits can only be 
distributed to Baptist causes and, for example, since 1970 £50,000 has been 
given in this way. 

Yours sincerely, 

M.E. PURVER 
General Manager 
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with God in His loving the world to Himself. Being realistic about the world and 
Church situation, the B.M.S. still offers a means of this engagement. 

Forward Looking 

Where does this lead? After only a few weeks in office, any comments about the 
future must be both scant and tentative, but some lines seem clear enough. The 
Society will continue to accept candidates for service overseas and support them 
as they travel in the cause of the Kingdom. The spirit of their going will be that of 
the humble offering of themselves to others in the name of Christ and of His 
people. John Hick seems to put it admirably "From now onwards, the Christian 
mission in lands dominated by any of the other world religions must rest upon the 
positive attraction of the person and teaching of Jesus and of the life lived in 
discipleship to Him, and not upon the power of an alien culture seeking to impose 
itself upon politically vulnerable or economically less developed peoples." 

The nature of the work overseas will continue to be partnership. This is being 
reviewed continually and is modified in the light of the ongoing relationship with 
the Christians in the countries where we serve. So then, the personnel whom we 
send go only at the invitation of the national Churches. The major part of any 
funds sent are "block grants" at the disposal of the Church Councils. The roles 
fulfilled by missionaries will vary from pioneering work for which the local Church· 

The Christian Training Programme 

NOT JUST ONE SCHEME BUT MANY! 

Over 40 different manuals enabling you to help your 
people discover new insights into God's Word, new 
abilities in themselves. 

Thousands have benefitted already; your people 
could have the same opportunity. 

Leaflets, posters, slide-sets etc are always available 
for promotion. Write for details to 

CTP 
Dept. of Ministry, 
Baptist Church House, 
4. Southampton Row, 
London, WC1 B 4AB. 
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feels unequipped or ill-equipped, to the upbuilding of the Church by assistance in 
training where the Church itself feels we have a contribution to make. That our 
contribution is welcomed is indisputable and we continually fail to meet all the 
requests made for assistance. On the Society's part, the partnership we seek to 
exercise is with such understanding that we discern and act decisively in those 
situations where we have properly "worked ourselves out of a job". 

The support from the Church at home is a sine qua non in all this. The new 
team of B.M.S. Home Staff will be eager in its effort to educate and involve for 
mission. We shall hope to see some remedying of the woeful lack of thinking 
about mission within these shores- but that is a long term aim and hardly solely 
one for B.M.S. We shall hope for increasing numbers of congregations sharing in 
a continuous programme of learning about mission and then of supporting such 
work. We shall hope for greater dedication to the support of Mission beyond 
these shores, that is in terms of concern for the churches overseas, as opposed to 
just support of individual missionaries. 

Properly to address ourselves to this task, we shall be looking afresh at our 
relationship to the Unions that we partner in the British Isles. We shall be looking 
for a cementing of these relationships. This may lead to the literal bricks and 
mortar situation of a joint Headquarters with the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland. You know that both partners remain committed to this search and 
the present delay is because of planning difficulties, which limit the use and 
disposal of the Southampton Row site. But we need to beware the urging for joint 
Headquarters which sets aside the parallel issues of relationship between the 
Society and a// the unions- in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland- and the 
relationship between the unions themselves. The important factor is that we shall 
be embarking upon a strengthening of ties that will surely lead to a greater sense 
of mutual involvement in God's work enabled by a mutual commitment to each 
other. 

One of the recent publictions from our Society had the title lt all depen,ds upon 
the Minister. The role of the Minister as enabler and leader is crucial. He is the one 
best fitted to lead his congregation into theological awareness and personal 
commitment. The Society has always thrived because of such engagement and 
support and looks to a future that will be built upon it still. 

R.G.S. Harvey 

15 


