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SUNDA V AND THE MEDIA 

In the days when Sunday night was radio night and a later evening radio 
programme on the Light Programme could command an audience of 5 or 6 
million, Late Sunday Special was born of research into the great British 
Sunday. lt was then assumed or proved that the country feasted upon the 
Sunday papers and talked about them in the evening. Radio had to deal with 
those issues that the Sunday newspapers were raising. Of course, it had 
also to satisfy that worshipping community which wanted to be lifted out of 
the narrow confines of its own local church and assured that they were not 
on their own; it had to serve the housebound and it tried to put over the 
churches' case to persuade the outsider to look kindly upon the Church. 

We shall never know how much it succeeded. There were those who said 
it was a holding operation while the country drifted into secularism. When 
the critics said that religious broadcasting had failed to keep the country 
Christian, there were those who replied that things would have been a lot 
worse without it. 

Sunday in a Television Age 
There are two views about Sunday coming from the Jewish commandments 
about the Sabbath which survive strangely into the TV age. They can be 
found in the two reasons given in the Pentateuch for the keeping of the 
Sabbath: 'In six days the Lord made heaven and earth ... and rested on the 
seventh; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath and hallowed it' (Exodus 
20); 'You shall remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt ... 
therefore the Lord commandeth you to keep the Sabbath' (Deut. 5). Jesus, 
in his teaching, did not have to argue for the holiness of the Sabbath; but he 
did have to contend for the compassion, 'Do good and not evil on the 
Sabbath', 'Save life and not destroy it'. 

In our day, these two emphases have emerged as religious and social. The 
religious emphasis is admittedly held strongly by a small minority; but it is 
also recognized by a much larger group. Churches are expected to hold 
religious services. When they do not, there can be irrational objections from 
those who never attend. If a church is closed, the protests are there. The 
high percentage of those who say they believe in God suggests a need for 
some symbol of the divine in national life. 

What appears to have happened is that TV has followed the pattern set by 
society in its observance of the sacred weekend. Saturday is a day for 
shopping, sport, activities such as museums, zoos, trips into the country; 
Sunday is for domestic dut[es such as the cleaning of cars, the preparing of 
a family meal, visiting relatives, enjoying the parks. One of these Sunday 
activities seems to be going with some member of the family to church, not 
on a regular basis, but as an occasion. 

The pattern varies, but it seems to be a pattern. Parties are usually 
Saturday and less frequently Sunday nights. 

TV has followed rather than made this pattern so far. But it is having an 
effect upon it. Popular TV programmes have specific spots during the week, 
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but there has been a marked failure to sustain a popular programme at 
weekends. The nearest approach has been a programme which simulates 
an activity appropriate to the weekend- 'Match of the Day', the Sunday 
Film, and on BBC 2, the 'one day' Cricket. I do not use 'popular' in the sense 
of large audience, but rather 'audience loyalty'. 

The Social Element 
Most arguments for restricted activity on Sunday have been along the lines 
of the two emphases already mentioned - the holy and the social. The 
'holy' argument has grown weaker and weaker, countered by the 
'democratic' argument, 'why should you stop me doing what I want to do?'. 
But the social argument has cogency still. lt is shown in the popularityof 
'demonstrations'. Pickets may operate during the week, but real 
demonstrations belong at the weekend. Saturday is possible, but Sunday 
and Bank Holidays are the real days. These demonstrations reveal a very 
strong desire to assert social justice. Anyone living in a multi-national area 
knows that this is quickly picked up by ethnic groups who rapidly find 
causes for support. Television has failed to follow this adequately. lt rouses 
the conscience on Mondays in Panorama and in every news bulletin. lt has 
not caught the pattern that the British demonstrate on Sundays for social 
justice. In this form the Deuteronomy cause for keeping the Sabbat~ 
remains. 

Television as Reflector and Initiator 
According to the sociologists, the values of a society are of two kinds: 
genetic, inherited even from our animal ancestry, and rational. F.A. Hayek 
has pointed out the inadequacy of this because even from a purely 
sociological point of view the 'learnt rules' have been omitted. These learnt 
rules are what is most influenced by TV. That radio was (and to a certain 
extent TV continued as) a reflection of society cannot be denied. But TV has 
become much more powerful and what was occasionally noticed in radio 
has become major in TV. Society learns its values from TV as well as TV 
reflecting its values. The balance between TV as reflector, which it must 
partially be or it will be rejected, and TV as initiator, which every creative 
producer must want to be, is the most important balance in the whole field of 
media effect. 

TV is so much part of the habits of life that it must be domesticated to a 
certain extent. That thing in the corner of the sitting room cannot 
continually project unintelligible or unacceptable symbols into the room. lt 
would be switched off, the ultimate freedom left to every viewer. But equally 
if it played the role of a mirror and simply projected reflections it might not 
be switched off because it would not even be noticed. The balance is crucial. 

The laws of that balance must be applied to Sunday. Two questions must 
be answered in depth: what is there to reflect? what initiative can TV take in 
developing the meaning of Sunday in contemporary life? 
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What of Sunday is reflected in TV? 
What is there to reflect? First, a sense of what is right for Sunday. There is an 
innate sense of certain things not being right for Sunday. This is an 
amalgam of 'genetic' and 'learnt rules'. The 'genetic' does not change, 
except very slowly, and is popularly defined as 'gut reaction'. lt was 
observable in the opening of shops on Good Friday. No one mindeq. food 
shops, but the opening of department stores caused an illogical objection. 
Among most of those I met, there was no question of 'learnt rules' or reason, 
but simply gut reaction - 'lt don't seem right'. The same applied to the 
opening of a department store on Sunday. 

One of the earliest examples of Sunday protest on TV came in the 
broadcast of 1984. The objection was to the horrific scene of the rat. Viewers 
protested against it being shown on Sunday. There was very little of the 
'Don't frighten the children' protest; it was mostly, 'lt doesn't seem right for 
Sunday'. 

These negative reactions should lead any TV company to ask what is 
appropriate for Sunday and that will mean examining the accepted values 
for Sunday- 'genetic', 'learnt rules' and 'reason'. And it is not enough to 
deduce all this from behaviour. The fact that only a minority of people go to 
church on Sunday, does not prevent a sizeable 'moral majority' thinking that 
TV should have religion on Sunday. The objectors are a small intellectual 
minority who are out of touch with 'gut reactions' and an even smaller 
politically motivated minority. Compared with these minorities. church 
goers are considerable in number. Their activity must be reflected and a 
much larger group expect it to be. 

But church-going is not the only Sunday activity. The Victorian Sunday 
has long since disappeared, with its carefully coded list of permissible 
activities. But if we examined it carefully we might find a code in modern 
attitudes if not behaviour. The sense of family is strongest on Sundays! 
There is also a strong sense of leisure and lack of stress. There is. a 
noticeable tendency for people to want to be different people on Sundays. 
This tendency needs careful study. lt has a long history and despite the 
number of people working on Sundays it still persists. In fact, the rise in 
unemployment has emphasised this tendency to be different on Sunday. 
On this day, the unemployed person is like everyone else. 

A culture is evolving which cannot be defined rationally: 'Culture is 
neither natural nor artificial, neither genetically transmitted nor rationally 
designed. lt is a tradition of learnt rules of conduct which have never been 
'invented' and whose functions the acting individuals usually do not 
understand' (F.A. Hayek). 

What of Sunday is reflected in TV must however be determined by a 
process of reasoning. That reflection must be of both the activities and the 
cultural assumptions or attitudes. The activities include those supportive of 
the accepted attitude and those attacking the attitude. Both are proof of the 
attitude. Those who attend church, those who dress differently and move 
more leisurely and with an added air of importance, the oppressed worker 
who is his own master, the unemployed who has the dignity of the 
employed, are supporters of the tradition. Those who demonstrate for 
social justice are also supporting the tradition. The 'rebels without a cause', 
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those who are destructive only in their activity, wrecking the traditional 
Sunday - the disruption caused to a summer resort centre is as 
sacrilegious in this sense as breaking up a church service. 

When TV is reflecting it always has to decide, because it has the power of 
reflection, whether it is reflecting a support for some tradition ora protest 
against it. The viewer has a right to know whether he is being asked to 
participate or disapprove. An excellent example of this was the showing of 
the three King programmes over Easter, a time when the slightest vestige of 
religious feeling tends to surface. Did those three programmes ask the 
viewer to share the faith of Martin Luther King in non-violent persuasion or 
were they attempts to show that the rioters in Brixton had a point? A 
'religious' programme of any kind invites particpation. lt is for this reason 
that it is reflected. 

What of Sunday can be initiated on TV? 
There was a time when complaints about religious broadcasting were met 
by the superior reply, 'Well! We can only reflect what is there. Religious 
broadcasting is as good or as bad as the churches themselves'. We can no 
longer say that. lt was never an adequate answer, because the religious 
broadcasting department is a part of the Church, an active part and not 
simply a mirror of the Church's hopes and defects. 

The first element of initiation is in selection- even the selection of what is 
to be reflected. In a religious culture which is a mixture of growth and 
decline, it may be necessary for broadcasting to reflect the decline, but not in 
such a way as to encourage participation- that would be to cause further 
decline. lt is necessary for the broadcasting system to reflect the growth, 
not as an example of the typical which it never is, but as something in which 
viewers may participate. A simple example of this can be found in the early 
years when it was decided to broadcast good and well conducted services 
- helping with the singing, improving the liturgical sense, assisting in the 
construction of the sermon. In this way, the professionals had better 
broadcasts, the urge to participate may not have been felt by the non
churchgoers, but it was by the church goers and thus tended to improve the 
quality of church services and of singing, even shortening the sermons, 
throughout the land, whether broadcast or not. 

An impartial reflection is meaningless. No one would attempt it in 
football. Selection is the first axiom of initiation. 

A religiously orientated culture also needs information and education. 
The importance of Everyman was not seen in the size of its audience, but in 
the extent to which it was discussed. There is a parallel with church-going! 
There were many occasional viewers who were made aware of the world
wide interest of the Church. The programme on Ernesto Cardenal, to take 
but one random example, prepared viewers for the events that followed in 
Nicaragua and also for the participation of the church in those events. The 
W.C.C. special fund to combat racism would have caused less su'rprise if 
something like Everyman had been regular fare in the 60s. There is a field of 
broadcasting on radio and TV which, within the setting of religious 
broadcasting, can prepare the viewing public for the participation of the 
churches in unexpected activities. 
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A religious programme can educate and inform about the churches in a way 
that general broadcasting cannot. The growing points of Christian witness can 
be illustrated and explained in the setting of a tradition in a much more effective 
way than Newsnight or Question Time, both of which must inevitably regard'the 
issue as a curiosity. Viewers need to know whether they are being taught within 
the tradition or being asked to discuss curious behaviour contrary to tradition. 

This discussion which is really a defence of 'religious' broadcasting must be 
carried on elsewhere, but here it is relevant to the content of Sunday 
broadcasting. · 

New and unusual activity, development that look like divergence from 
orthodox theology, supportfor causes thought to be contrary to the tradition, all 
these and much else beside can be broadcast most effectively from the setting of 
traditional practices. In some ways, this was the value of the God-spot which on 
other grounds I would oppose. 
Sunday Fare 
Religious broadcasting has been as earnest in its endeavour to get outside 
Sunday as the churches have been to show that Christianity is not just a Sunday 
religion. But the plain fact is that for a public broadcasting system, Christianity 
has a special task on Sunday. 

For reasons given earlier, the public expects programmes on Sunday to 
reflect religious activity, as surely as they expect sport on Saturday. Church 
services may not be required, but some religious equivalent more suited to· 
viewing will be. When the Pope comes to Britain, however many services there 
are during the week, Sunday will still remain Sunday for the population and they 
will expect the BBC to know. 

The Closed Period has had trouble from the start. lt was intended to be 
abstinence from TV, so that people should not be kept away from Evening 
Worship. That was never a good idea and it did not last. The earlier proposal by 
Neville Davidson on CRAC that there should be a church service- preferably 
with a Scottish preacher- at peak viewing time never stood a chance, but it 
made sense and the public would have accepted it, even if they did not like it. 
There is still a need to mark Sunday. 
Summary Conclusions 
The foregoing has raised many points for discussion. If I read them aright they 
do not add up to a 'closed period' for religion; but they do add up to a special 
treatment for Sunday, consonant with the expectations of the viewing public. 
This would not be deduced from viewing figures or opinion polls, but from the 
moral and social attitudes of society, inherited, learnt and rationally explained, 
giving due weight to all three sources of values. 
a) religious activity should be reflected at the highest level of performance 
- the comparison with sport is not irrelevant. 
b) 'religious' should be interpreted broadly to include the expression of values 
whether related to worship and belief in God or not; 
c) the Christian point of view wherever it is relevant should be put adequately 
in all controversial discussion; 
d) the 'good taste' of a programme should be watched more sensitively on 
~unday - That was the week that was would not have been tolerated on a 
Sunday night; 
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You may like to note the dates fixed for the OFFICIAL OPENINGS of our 
new schemes. We should be delighted to see you or any of your 
fellowship if you are able to come. 

31st October 1981 Brighton, Preston Park, 
Florence Court. 

7th November 1981 Bushey, Faithfield. 

13th March 1982 

27th March 1982 

17th April1982 

3rd July 1982 

To be arranged-

(adjoining Bushey Baptist Church.) 

Long Eaton, Brindley House. 

Liverpool, Princes Gate, 
Princes Gate House. 

Bideford, Hillgarden Close. 

Leamington, Southfields. 

Saffron Walden. 
Pontypridd, Plas Carmel. 
Arundel. 

For further information please write to:-

Charles E. Webb-Sear, FCIS. 
Baptist Men's Movement Housing Association, 
Baptist Church House, 
4 Southampton Row, 
London WC1B 4AB. 
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e) the changes in attitudes towards religion are best reflected on a Sunday 
when the subject is expected, but they should take into account more than a 
cerebral reaction to the subject; 
f) it is on Sunday and particularly in dealing with religious subjects that the 
producer must be clear aboutwhat he is doing in a controversial programme
encouraging participation, demonstrating for disapproval, presenting for 
judgement. Edwin Robertson 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Celebration and Order by Stephen Winward (Baptist Union 
Publications) 
Church Administration by Fred Bacon (Bristol and District 
Association) £2.20 
Two of our colleagues have produced these books that cannot fail to help 
any minister who reads them. 

Stephen Winward can now deservedly be described as the 'father'-figure 
of liturgical renewal in our denomination. Long before the ecumenical and, 
more recently, the charismatic movements had opened our eyes to the 
riches of other people's traditions, he was introducing ways of worshipping 
that made possible a greater participation on the part of the people and a· 
deeper sense of the centrality of the eucharist. His writings have become 
indispensable in the renewal of our worship. 

This, his latest book, is slight, compact, but full of practical advice in the 
structuring and offering of worship. The theology that lies behind a book 
such as this should, by now, be familiar to all of us. What is to be found here 
is detailed advice on how we might implement the insights that we have 
gained over the past two or three decades. This is a resource book that, even 
on the most cursory reading, will provide suggestions fort he enrichment of 
our Sunday services. The book concludes with a helpful introduction to the 
lectionary, together w1th a complete list of the lessons covered 1n its two
year cycle. The lectionary is one of the surest safe-guards against 
imbalance in our preaching, ensuring that we proclaim the whole counsel of 
God and not simply that part of it which rates high in our current 
enthusiasms. As Stephen Winward repeatedly reminds us, true worship is 
trinitarian. And true preaching likewise. 

Fred Bacon's book is a marvel of precision, wide-ranging advice and 
comprehensive coverage of those tasks faced by ministers and church 
leaders. lt covers everything from ways of integrating visitors and new 
members into the church to the most efficient plan for siting furniture in the 
minister's study and church office, from the legal, pastoral and liturgical 
details of rites of passage to ways of creating filing systems that will assist in 
the retrieval of information. 

Those who are already efficient administrators by nature will find their gift 
honed to an even more critical degree of sharpness by this book. Those who 
are more familiar with Moltmann than money matters, with Tillich than with 
effective time-tabling and with charismatic renewal than with competent 
cataloguing will rise up and bless Fred Bacon. Read his book and you need 
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