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18 THE FRATERNAL 

from it in Baptist circles, even in sermons sometimes, it is noted by 
the secular Press. Earlier this year, twice within three weeks, the 
paper was quoted on radio and television and one story was followed 
up by BBC television. Foreign Embassies and Governments, to our 
knowledge, take particular note of what appears in the Baptist 
Times concerning Baptist communities in countries where they are a 
minority. 

Of course we could, and would, like to do much better. But we 
can only do what our resources and the size of our staff permits. 
We would like to see an even bigger paper - though compared with 
its size a year ago we now have the equivalent of twenty-three pages 
as compared with sixteen pages then. The solution lies in increasing 
the circulation. The bigger the circulation the more you get from 
advertising and the more you can spend on improving the paper, 
Even so the Baptist Times pays its way and every year makes a 
worthy contribution to the funds of the Union. It is the ministers who 
can do most to increase the circulation by commending the paper 
to their people and helping them to know that the Baptist Times is 
their paper. 
Extracts from an address to the Baptist Board by the Editor, the 

· Rev W. W. Bottoms · 

THE UNCONSCIOUS MISSIONARY FAITH 
OF THE WEST 

WE ARE ACCUSTOMED today to describe this world in which we live 
as a 'changing world'. This description is indisputable for within 
the last one hundred and sixty years a scientific and technological 
revolution has taken place. The steam engine has replaced the horse; 
the self-propelled ship has replaced the sailing vessel; and the motor 
car and the aeroplane have given man a mobility he has never known 
before. Millions each year travel by air and heavy satellites soar 
spacewards at over 25,000 mph. By circling the globe with voice and 
flight, by splitting the atom and probing outer space, scientific 
progress has made the world one. No longer is it possible to ignore 
in Europe at 1 o'clock this afternoon what happened in Asia or 
Africa at 9 o'clock this morning. We now live in a world community 
which has rapidly shrunk to the size of a neighbourhood - and a 
very small one at that! · 

Politically there have been revolutions in one country after another. 
The 'winds of change' have swept and blown through oµr world, 
sometimes as gentle breezes slowly sifting the autumnal leaves of 
old ideas and customs away; sometimes tearing through a land with 
gale force leaving in their wake torn bodies and broken homes. 
The so-called 'backward nations' have come to the fore and are 
making their voice and presence felt. When the nations first gathered 
in 1945 to found the United Nations Organisation there were 
forty-seven nations in attendance. Today the membership of UNO 
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is nearly three times that figure and about fifty countries in Asia 
and Africa have attained the status of independent nationhood 
since the second world war. The world now speaks not only of a 
Western and Eastern 'bloc', but also of an Afro-Asian 'bloc'. 

If it be true that the world has become a neighbourhood, then 
it is also true that our neighbours in Africa and Asia - in fact, 
in all the newly emergent and independent countries - can now look 
over the fence at us and at one another. As far as the West is con
cerned these countries now have a clearer knowledge and under
standing of our Western way of life, of our thoughts, of our ideals 
- and of our weaknesses. What they see of the image which we 
project has had, so I believe, far reaching consequences, not only 
for those of the East, but also for those of us who live in the West, 
and Christians in partieular. 

During the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston in 1954, one of the speakers, a young American woman 
of negro descent, Mrs Rene Karefa-Smart, described secular materi
alism as being 'the unconscious missionary faith of the West'. 
If few disputed her statement then, even fewer would dare to do so 
ten years later. As many enquiring eyes turn their gaze on the West 
they see her as being full of people whose annual incomes are as 
much as twenty times greater than theirs. They see a people who have 
enough to eat, enough clothes to keep them warm, enough money 
for a good standard of housing and medical attention. They see a 
people who in addition to the bare necessities have refrigerators, 
washing machines and televisions, and still have yet more money 
for theatre tickets, holidays, ornaments, carpets, fads and fashions, 
and much else besides. They see, in short, a people spending far 
more on drink and tobacco than on education; more on slimming 
aids than on famine relief; more on armaments to destroy peoples 
than on economic aid to build them up. In other words, they see 
her not as the stronghold of Christian values but as the agent 
of an altogether different attitude that denies ·meaning to anything 
beyond this world, and finds value only in that which can be seen 
and touched. 

It is no small wonder, therefore, that one of the significant out
comes of newly acquired (and rightly granted) independence is a 
desire to emulate the West and acquire in a single generation the 
standards of living which she has taken four centuries to achieve. 
That such standards should be achieved is indisputable. The tragedy 
is, however, that if the example of the West is followed, then these 
countries are in grave danger of repeating the West's mistake of 
failing to see that scientific progress and technological advance are 
gifts of God to be used for the benefit of all mankind rather than to be 
exploited for selfish and national interests. 

Unhappily this 'unconscious missionary faith' is not confined 
only to those outside the Church of Christ. All too commonly it has 
become, perhaps unknowingly, the faith of many Christians today. 
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Like their non-Christian neighbours, they too have been insidiously . 
influenced by the materialistic outlook that is so typical of our 
modern affluent society. This has many serious consequences, 
one· of which surely is the appalling dearth today of candidates for 
the ministry of the church at home and overseas. Christian parents 
have been known to set value on material rewards and prospects 
more than on vocation and service when speaking of their children's 
future life work. Their estimate of the minister, the missionary and 
the social worker has been that of the world. Area Superintendents, 
Ministerial Recognition Committees and Missionary Candidate 
Secretaries can all tell stories of open opposition by Christian 
parents and friends to the sense of call that their young people have 
felt. Sometimes the opposition is not so obvious - albeit more 
dangerous - and comes in the subtle form of pointing out that 
ministerial or missionary service is ill-paid, insecure, lacking in 
social prestige and rather a waste of 'the sacrifices that we have made 
for you'. It is not surprising, therefore, that churches in our country 
are lacking much needed and desired pastoral oversight. Or that. 
Field Secretaries have to inform national Church Councils that the 
doctors and nurses, the teachers and ministers that they .go 
desperately need are not available. 

Consequently th.e Church in its mission to the whole world is not 
as effective as it ought to be, or as it could be. It lacks leadership 
and resources. It even lacks the complete support and total commit
ment of many of those who claim to be its members. For a vast 
majority of our members the Christian world mission and anything 
associated with it seems remote and of no direct personal importance. 
The 'unconscious missionary faith', the concern of daily living 
fills our thoughts. Few, if directly challenged, would declare them
selves hostile to the Christian mission, in fact they would be deeply 
offended if you were to suggest that they were. Very many, however, 
are quite indifferent to it and look upon it rather as an embarrassment. 
But even amongst those who have some measure of concern for the 
proclamation of the Gospel there are those· who act as though it 
had been given to them for their own close-knit community. In 
consequence, many never see beyond their own church doorstep 
to the neighbourhood in which they live, and certainly not to the 
world of which they are a part and into which Christ commissioned 
theni to go. Yet the Church is in mission in the world and to the 
world; to belong to the Church means to be part of that mission. 

Ministers. in particular are in a unique position fo bring alive 
for the members of their church and congregation the fact that 
the Church lives its life in mission and that its mission is to the 
whole world, whether that be at home or overseas; the difference 
between the two is not so much a spiritual one as a geographical 
one. The outcome of this must assuredly lead to a renewal, under 
God, .ot the Church's vitality and missionary fervour~ The Church 
will be driven to meet together for prayer, discussion and Bible 
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THE BAPTIST INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 

4 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.1. 

To the Members of the Baptist Ministers' Fraternal 

Dear Friends, 

'He jests at scars that never felt a wound' 
-Romeo and Juliet 

21 

The impetus of this Shakespearian year has been gathering force. As I write, 
Olivier is playing the Moor in Othello at the National Theatre and in July, during 
the City of London Festival, Twelfth Night is being presented in the ancient Middle 
Temple Hall. 

As I visit diaconates all over the Country I have been struck by the diametrically 
opposed attitudes of deacons to Church fires. When I have spoken of de'structive 
fire damage and of the need for full insurance to some deacons who have never ex
perienced or seen a Church fire I have heard, if not a jest, at least a bland statement 
such as 'It couldn't happen here'. 

Deacons, however, who have experienced serious burn-outs are only too glad to 
insure to the hilt. 

Total fire destruction does happen, we know it happens and in case.it ever happens 
to your Church premises ask your deacons now if they have fully revised the fire 
policy sums insured recently. Even if therevision was last year or the year before, 
remember money values continue to fall and upwards adjustment is a yearly 
necessity. ' 

To have fore-thought insurance is to be forearmed. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. J. L. COLVIN, 

General Manager 
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study. It will pray for forgiveness, for consecration, for zeal and an 
enlarged understanding of the mission God has set before it. It will 
pray for individual persons in various parts of the world who in a 
special way are engaged in Christian mission. It will pray for insight 
as to what its calling to mission means in its own neighbourhood 
and nation. It will pray for its pastor and will also expect of him 
help in understanding the work and witness of the whole Church 
at home and in all the world. It will hold before God the local and 
larger work of churches of other denominations. It will pray and 
urge that every individual member should see that there is a mission
ary frbntier in his or her home, at the office, the shop and the work
bench, or ,in the club, society or group of which he is a member. 
The revitalised Church would encourage its youth to see the urgency 
of the Christian world mission and would make sure that the im
mense needs of our world today and the boundless possibilities of 
service are clearly taught and emphasised. In other words, it would 
seek to reverse the 'unconscious missionary faith' of the West and 
would have as its aim that every one of its members in his or her life 
should respond fully to God's will and bear effective testimony to the 
Apostolic nature of the Church. PETER AMIES .. 

INCORPORATE IN CHRIST* 
L. J. MOON'S iNTERESTING ARTICLE on 'Partnership' (Fraternal, 
April, 1964) raises some important questions. Brief comment is 
offered here on some aspects of those questions. 

'This world is not only a place of soul-making but also of society" 
making' Moon rightly says; also that in the New Testament 'men 
had both to believe and to belong'. Statements like these are represen
tative of a trend of thought in the denomination which is deeply 
concerned with the need for a better appreciation of the nature of the 
Church among Baptists. However, there are some among us who are 
chary - unnecessarily, I feel sure - of allowing themselves to follow 
this line of thought with anything like zeal, for it conjures up threaten
ing images of 'authoritarianism', 'uniformity', 'clericalism' and the 
like. The situation is viewed as Evangelicalism v. Institutionalism. 

But our words can become barriers, keeping asunder what God 
intended to be inseparables. The Gospel of reconciliation in Christ 
makes it impossible to think seriously of individual Christians or 
local churches or denominations as independent units. The New 
Testament figure of the Church as the Body of Christ, if taken 
seriously, must mean that there is only one Church in the world, 
and that that Church should be in some sense an organic whole. 

Membership in the Body of Christ implies partnership in the 
service of Christ. If there is only one Body of Christ, the partnership 
cannot be confined to the local church, or even to the denomination: 
it must operate among all who call upon the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And if it must operate on such a wide scale, it must 
*Ephesians i,13 (NEB) 


