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covers and scatter cushions. In a small " nook" there is a table lit by 
candles stuck in bottles. Guy Fawkes masks leer down at you from 
one wall. And there is the record player. 

The official opening was on Sth November, 1960. Three local 
ministers attended the opening. I do not think they appreciated 
the intense noise produced by our drummer, but they did enjoy the 
roast pork! The drums have now been joined by two amplified 
electric guitars and a vocalist; and refreshments are no less am
bitious. Last night I tossed about four dozen pancakes, and there was 
a choice of rice risotto or cheese. 

We now have table tennis equipment and we plan to extend our 
premises. We have fifty-one members, twenty-eight of whom are 
joining our party to Austria and Italy this summer. We produce a 
weekly paper called " The Cellar Y eller ". We jive most of the time. 
We talk about boys and girls, existentialism and " the latest ". 
We argue about religion, and we occasionally discuss politics. We 
dress in the colours of the rainbow, and even the Church deacons 
now wear bright ties! 

Nearly all of the club members come to Church Sunday evening. 
There is no rule about this-but then there are no rules about 
anything. Three of the members of the club have become members 
of the Church. There are no epilogues; no devotional evenings. 
On Sunday evening there is a " Discussion of the Sermon ". One 
preacher who recently suggested that Christians do not enjoy dancing 
was dismissed as " bonkers ! " One of our converted members said, 
quite logically, I thought, " He's wrong, because I'm a Christian 
and I enjoy dancing ". 

It is often embarrassing for a Church and a minister to be identified 
with a club like ours, but I imagine that it is the same kind of em
barrassment Christ felt when He was publicly identified with publi
cans and sinners, gluttons and wine bibbers. 

E. L. BLAK.EBROUGH. 

TEACHING THROUGH PREACHING 
AS part of its Ter-Jubilee celebrations the Commission of 
fi Christian Witness of the Yorkshire Association decided to 

organise a programme of doctrinal preaching and discussion. 
Principal D. S. Russell of Rawdon, President of the Yorkshire 
Association, prepared the syllabus for use month by month through 
the winter, of which a summary is appended. 

The subjects were first opened up in the ministers' fraternals by 
the ministers in turn and provided excellent material for discussion. 
The plan was for ministers then to discuss the theme with their 
deacons. This did not work out too well. In some churches there 
were fruitful meetings, in others the multiplicity of the responsibili
ties of the deacons crowded out these discussions, and in yet others 
it did not appear that such themes could profitably be discussed-a 
sad reflection. As far as possible the ministers in a particular 
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district preached on the chosen theme on the same Sunday evening. 
The congregation was invited to remain after the service to discuss, 
not so much the sermon, as the doctrine dealt with, especially in the 
light of its relevance to everyday life. 

How did the course fare? There were a few older ministers who 
did not take kindly to the idea of having their sermon themes sug
gested to them, but the great majority of the ministers, especially the 
younger men, welcomed the scheme. In one church the minister 
preached the course, but there was no discussion, the church meet
ing having decided that the Word of God was something to be pro
claimed and received, but not discussed. In most churches the 
discussions following the sermon were held in the schoolroom. 
Where the number remaining was small the group kept together. 
Where a larger company remained groups, usually led by deacons, 
were formed, though the whole company· met together for the 
summing-up and a closing prayer by the minister. In one church 
coloured papers for different groups, with the questions set for discus
sion, were distributed with the hymn books. Another church 
arranged for discussion groups to be held in people's homes during 
the week following the preaching of the doctrinal sermon. Some of 
the ministers recommended books to the congregation. Bishop 
Cockin's recent Pelican, God in Action, was suggested in preparation 
for the sermon on the Holy Spirit. 

There have been some interesting results. Many congregations 
now have a taste for doctrinal preaching and discussion, and there 
were requests during the progress of the course for its continuance be
yond the suggested closing date. One minister reports a realised 
need in his church for " more vital interest in doctrine and belief ". 
In the same church, a working-class one, a group has been set up 
for Bible study and the study of Church history, including Baptist 
history. Committees have also been formed to consider and pro
duce reports on Worship, Church Finance, Christian Education, 
Evangelism. 

The co-operation of Lay Pastors, Lay Preachers and of the pastor
less churches was invited. This presents obvious problems and in 
future schemes we shall give more attention to it. We were fortu
nate in having the co-operation of the students of Rawdon College. 
Neighbouring ministers from the Bradford fraternal opened up the 
themes with them and they in turn preached on them in their visits 
to Yorkshire churches. 

The titles of the sermons need careful thought. One or two of the 
older people in our congregations were somewhat alarmed by the 
learned flavour of some of the titles. Some demythologizing might 
have been helpful! It is also important to prepare a congregation 
adequately for the scheme. In one church the minister felt 
that there was inadequate preparation at church meeting level, 
too little notice being given. The scheme suffered thereby in its 
working out. 
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We have been much encouraged by the interest taken in the plan, 
and we propose next winter to have a similar scheme based on the 
New Delhi syllabus, "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World ", and 
to go on in the latter part of the winter to a scheme on Christian 
Stewardship and finally on to one dealing with the church's responsi
bility to neighbourhood, country and world. Other Associations 
are considering such a " Teaching through Preaching " scheme, and 
one has decided to follow ours in detail. 

JOHN 0. BARRETT. 

CREATION AND RE-CREATION 
I Genesis i, I : The Biblical doctrine of Creation. 

l. In what sense does creation reveal and conceal God? 
2. God created. Does science deny or confirm this? 
3. How does it affect me that God created all things? 

II John i, 14: The Biblical doctrine of the Incarnation. 
I. What does the word" Incarnation "mean? 
2. What does it mean that Jesus is God and man? 
3. How does the coming of Jesus reveal God's purpose? 

Ill Genesis i, 27: The Biblical doctrine of Man. 
l. How does man differ from the animal? 
2. Is man essentially good or bad? 
3. The responsibilities this involves for me. 

IV Genesis iii, 5: The Biblical doctrine of Sin. 
I. What is the root of sin? 
2. Are people today conscious of sin? 
3. My involvement in the sin of my generation. 

V 2 Corinthians v, 19: The Biblical doctrine of Redemption. 
I. The meaning of Christ's death on the Cross. 
2. Was the death of Christ necessary? 
3. The Sacraments as witnesses to the Cross. 

YI 2 Corinthians v, 17: The Biblical doctrine of the New Creation. 
I . What does it mean to be in Christ? 
2. Is Christian conversion necessary? 
3. What is the related significance of Believers' Baptism? 

YU Ephesians iv, 4: The Biblical doctrine of Holy Spirit and Church. 
I . How does the Holy Spirit work today? 
2. Am I aware of Him when I think of God? 
3. Is the Church the Spirit's sphere of operation? 

VIII Matthew vi, 33: The Biblical doctrine of History. 
I. Can the hand of God be traced in history? 
2. Is God speaking through events today? 
3. What is the meaning of " Thy Kingdom come " ? 

THE B.U. DIPLOMA 

" WE regret that the impact of the Church upon the world today 
is not as great as it should be'', wrote the Rev. Alan Smith 
in the last issue of The Fraternal. He saw part of the remedy 

as " to train our lay people to fulfil the office which is properly theirs ". 
It was to provide such a means of training that the Baptist Union 
Diploma in Religious Knowledge was instituted ten years ago. 

In 1952 a modest beginning was made when the first five Diplomas 


