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36 THE FRATERNAL 

wrote, "No man can say, Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit." 
(I Cor. xii, 3). We recognise that being many we are one in Christ. 

Wherever Christians of many lands, races and denominations 
gather in the faith of Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, with a 
desire to share that faith with all men, there is the place where 
Carey would have been and would have wished us to be. Carey 
and Smyth would have recognised that Baptists have their contribu
tion to make to the whole Church of Christ and that " they (i.e., 
other Christians), without us, can not be made complete." 

" Jesus Christ the hope of the world . . . " 
" Only at the Cross of Christ, where men know themselves as forgiven 

sinners, can they be made one. . . . " 
" Does your congregation . . . affirm the Lordship of Christ, or deny 

it? ... " 
" We do not know what is coming to us. But we know who is coming. 

It is He who meets us every day and who will meet us at the end-Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 

What sort of words are these that come to us from Evanston? 
Are they the words of Christian men, or not? Let each of us answer 
that question on his knees before Christ. If they are the words of 
Christian men then let us welcome them and hold out hands of 
love to receive them. 

" Join hands then brothers in the faith 
Whate'er your race may be! 
Who serves my Father as a son 
Is surely kin to me." 

WALTER W. BOTTOMS. 

ECUMENICAL RESPONSIBILITY 

THERE are many who are fond of pointing out that the Ecu
menical Movement is supported by a comparatively small group 
of committed people, while the majority of church members in 

every denomination remain as yet uninformed and unconcerned. 
They are right-in spite of encouraging signs of real advance during 
the past five years. And when they go on to assert that the Ecu
menical Movement misses its true purpose if it fails to find expression 
at the level of local church life, they are saying something even more 
important. A crucial question persists, however, although it seems 
usually to be curiously evaded. Who is responsible for this state of 
affairs, and how is the necessary progress to be achieved? 

The word " ecumenical " itself is often criticised. Yet there is no 
satisfactory equivalent, and undoubtedly it has come to stay. It is 
quite true that it needs exposition and more frequent use, if church 
members are to be clear about it and to find it a necessary part of 
their Christian vocabulary to-day. But whose is the responsibility 
for explaining its meaning and bringing it to life? 



THE FRATERNAL 37 

Obviously Secretaries from the Central Offices of the W.C.C. 
or I.M.C. cannot pay personal visits to all our churches! Even if 
there were money available to print tons of popular pamphlets, 
would they be read? Surely it is our ministers in their pulpits 
who have the key to this situation, and the answers to their own 
criticisms along these lines, if they make them. How can we know 
what the Spirit has to say to our church through this Movement, 
if our own church members are not given a sympathetic understand
ing of what has been happening in the Christian history of the past 
half century? Whatever our ultimate judgments, can it be right to 
ignore the attempt of Christians of so many denominations and 
countries to recognise one another, to study together, act together, 
and above all to present a united Christi~n witness to the world? 
Moreover, we ourselves were involved at Evanston, for example, 
through our officially appointed denominational representatives
it is a case of what we did, rather than what they did. 

To suggest that information is not available is to invite com
parison with the man who explains that, although he has lived in the 
neighbourhood for two years, he has only just discovered where 
the Baptist Church is! 

The most obvious and ready means of contact is through 
the British Council of Churches, at 39, Doughty Street, London, 
W.C.l. Anyone prepared to pay a minimum subscription of lOs. 
per annum can become a member of the B.C. C. Ecumenical Fellow
ship, receiving their bulletin, "The Church in the World." The 
October issue, of course, gave full particulars of the various books 
and other materials available dealing with the Evanston Assembly. 
Those who are prepared to give half an hour a week to reading in
formation concerning churches around the world can obtain the 
Ecumenical Press Service (published in Geneva) through the B.C.C. 
Office, at a reduced rate for ministers of 17s. a year (instead of£1). 
For the edification of ministerial brethren themselves" The Ecumeni
cal Review" is a very readable and very stimulating quarterly. 
It can be similarly ordered for 14s. per annum, postage included. 

Would it not be a fair experiment to take all three for one year? 
Ample material would thus be acquired for presenting to one's 
congregation a conception of the whole task of the whole church 
in the whole world, and so of helping them better to understand 
not only the glory of the Church, but also themselves and their own 
Christian responsibilities. 

Of course, the materials would have to be read! 
v. E. w. HAYWARD. 

It is possible that our librarian may be able to supply on short 
loan either of the above books. ED. BoARD. 


