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Cbe rrat~rnal 
JANUARY, 1946 No. 59' 

EDITORIAL 

A UNITED FRONT 

IN one of his famous war. speeches Mr. Churchill spoke of the ad
. vantages of Britain and America being "mixed up togethel'" in a 

common cause. There can be no doubt that without this partner
ship we should both have lost our freedom. 

The time ~eems opportune for a review of the possibilities of 
the Baptist Union and the Baptist Missionary Society being "mixed 
up together" in the greatest of all causes. There have been welcome 
·signs in recent months of more co-operation between our home and . 
overseas fronts. The proposed joint Youth Movement, which is 
entirely according to the mind of the younger generation in our 
churches, and an article ori the Reconstruction Fund in the 
Missionary Herald by the Secretary of the Baptist Union are happy 
auguries for the future. 

There is so much to be gained in effective denominational 
leadership in the closer co-operation of the two parts of our Baptist 
work, and through the inter-penetration of all our work at home by 
the missionary ardour which is at present most closely associated 
with the overseas front, that nothing should be left undone to secure 
that the Baptist Union and the Baptist Missionary Society are 
"mixed up together" as much as possible. 

Although the time may appear inappropriate because of post
war difficulties we ought not to put beyond the bounds of possibility 
the housing of the two societies in one building. That in itself 
would be not only a magnificent illustration of unity of purpose, 
but would make possible' considerable economies in administration. 
(Money will not always be as plentiful as it is now!). 

It is good news that our two publication departments are co
operating in one or two ventures. There is a vast need for books, 
large and sp1all, which express OUr distinctive understanding of the 
Gospel as Baptists. Present· difficulties of publishing will become 
less acute. Could not enquiries be set on foot at once as to how the 
Carey Press and the Kingsgate Press can together face· the oppor
tunities before them? 



2 THE FRATERNAL 

There is one field, that of evangelism, in which immediate 
action could certainly be taken. Now that men and women .are 
being demobilised in large numbers, there is both a great need and 
a splendid opportunity to summon them to the service of Christ. 
We should like to see teams of men and women, composed equally 
of representatives of the home and overseas fronts, and headed by 
the leaders of the Baptist Union and the Baptist Missionary Society, 
forming the spearheads of a new evangelistic advance, speaking to 
the men and womep. of our day about the 'cause of Christ at home 
and abroad. Such a venture would light new fires in the hearts of 
our people, as well as kindling, by the blessing of God, faith in 
Christ and devotion to Him in the hearts of others. 

We commend to our leaders the possibilities and advantages 
of our two great societies being "mixed up together" in the interests 
of our Saviour's cause. 

PUBLIC PRAYER (FORMAL AND FREE) 

I T is a matter of observation that the use of extemporary, or free
prayer; in public is declining. At one time free prayer was a 

distinctive feature of Nonconformist worship. Recently, however, 
there has been a noticeable change, both in the greater use by Non
conformists of liturgical forms, and also in the absence of any con
siderable body of protest against such a development. To attempt 
to trace the genesis and growth of this change would take me too 
far from my present purpose. My intention is to examine from 
the angle of the minister the nature of public prayer, and to ask 
what is the real distinction between "Formal" and "Free" prayer
as we may conveniently call the two types. Are they actually so 
very different, apart from the fact that one is printed or written 
beforehand, while the other is not? Or is something more funda
mental involved? If we follow up this enquiry we may perhaps 
be led to see more clearly th,e ground for the traditional Free Church 
prejudice against liturgical prayer in favour of the "free" variety. 

Isaac Watts defined prayer as "that Converse which 'God hath 
allowed us to maintain with himself above while we are here below." 
In this converse with God three features should always be distin
guished. First, prayer is, properly speaking, man's response to 
God. That is, our approach to God does not originate with us but 
springs out of God's prior approach to· man. This is certainly true 
of Christia~ prayer. So, public prayer properly begins with acts 
of praise and gratitude. Secondly, sincere prayer involves a frank 
and sorrowful recognition of human sin. The opening words of 


