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THE FRATERNAL 21 

. "There would prob•bly never ~ a, great number, though at this 
time there are three in Bermondsey, two being Accountants in practice, 
and one a Company Secretary, all Baptists, though only myself mini!>ter
ing in a Baptist church. I wonder how many there arc in other parts 
of the country? 

"I dq not write for ·publication; I have no complaint of. being 'cold 
shouldered,' on the contrary I have always received the heartiest fellow
ship and co-operation from the 'full-timers.' I am quite cqntent to 
continue mys111f without any recognition; though I am not sure that the 
Union should be content-but I think that the matter is of importance 
for the future of our work and for younger men who may succeed us in 
this ·kind of ministry.'' 

A PASTORAL PROBLEM. 

My dear Brother, 
<A Reply). 

I have read with interest and sympathy, your outburst in the 
Fraternal regarding pastoral visitation. I know exactly how you 
feel and ventur{l a reply, based on thirty years experience. I feel I 
must do so, because in my opinion visitation, whilst it can be tedious 
and llliborious, is in the long.,run the most rewarding part of our work. 
I beg you not to grow wearyl:oo soon. 

It rnus-. be said at once that to discuss the SU!bject is useless if 
there is not in our hearts a genuine love of humanity, a convictien 
that there is nothing more interesting than people, whether in the 
church or out of it. An afternoon in the garden or with one's books, 
is not to be compared for interest with an afternoon with people, even 
the very ordinary people with whom we have to do in a Baptist 
church. I am surprised you talk about "duty" visits. What is all our 
ministerial work but duty? There will come times when you feel. 
strongly that your people have a duty to you, but you have a duty to 
them, and tha,t is to know them thoroughly, which is possible only as 
yoU. visit them. Visitation is rather like sermon-making. It is of no 
use sitting down and waiting for the inspiration to come, you must 
get on with it, reading, .. writing, thinking-dull, dutiful work, but in 
the end there comes the lighting up of the mind, the warming of the 
heart, and you have your. sermon. So in visitation, if you wait for 
people to send for you, or until some peculiarly interesting case comes 
your way, you may have to wait a long time. Do not worry because 
they do not send for you. When they asked .you to be their minister 
they invited you to their homes and hearts, therefore visit them. 

Further, do not despise the social call. Your Lord did not. To 
establish a social contact is often the necessary step to a spiritual 
contact. 

I gather you are attracted to the work of the psychiatrist, as many 
of us have been in our time. In the end however, the approach of the 
Christian minister is not, and ought not to be, the same as that of the 
psychiatrist. He can offer a diagnosis o~ what is wrong, but when it 
comes to putting it right he is in djfliculty. As mjnisters we know of 
a cure for the soul's complaints, but only by prayerfully surrendering 
ourselves to the guidance of God can we know how and when to apply 
it. Pastoral visitation needs such spiritual preparation. 

May I also remind you that your visitation makes your pulpit 
ministry more effective. When people know you in the horne, they 
listen the more intently to your words from the pulpit. We are very 
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shy about our souls and it oftttn happens that the word we cannot 
say in the home, can be spoken jn the pulpit, and it will find its mark. 

I am not quite sure what you mean by "technique," although it 
sounds ~mpressive. I can only, suppose it covers what I mean by a 
courteous, tactful, human approach to the individual. If it implies 
some mysterious man-handling of a soul in the name of psychology, 
I do not like it. IJ;t the end we either enjoy visitation or we do not. 
H we do not, frankly, I wonder whether we should be in the ministry. 
But, if a· man believes, as I do, that there is nothing more interesting 
in the universe than people, unless it be God H~mself, then visitation 
will soon be realised as a high privilege and will be enjoyed. The 
minister will need to be in the homes of hjs peoJ?le ~ncreasingly in 
days to come and there is no better way of arresting the cleavage 
between Church and people than pastoral visitation. 

With every good wish, 
Yo:1rs sincerely, 

A BROTHER MINISTER. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS PLEASti. 
A reminder that some 400 half-crowns are jingling in members' pockets 

when they ought to be in the Treasurer's hands, and a request for immedi
ate transfer so as to obviate cost o! a poste appeal. W.C.J. · 


