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Cb¢ rrat¢rnal 
SEPTEMBER, 1945 

EDITORIAL 

THEY'RE COMING HOME. 

No. 58 

HUNDREDS of thousands of men and women, having served in the 
Forces, are coming home and, grateful for what they have done, 

our Churches will welcome them. Among these is one class in whom our 
Fellowship is particularly interested-the Chaplains. We here and now 
record our appreciation of what they have done for the men on the field 
of battle, for men and women at the bases, on the high seas or in the 
homeland. They have shared the dangers and 'privations of those to whom 
they were sent to minister and have won esteem and gratitude, acknow-
ledged or unexpressed. • 

We write, however, not only to welcome them but to express a 
concern. Of the 120 Chaplains, some will be required for further service 
in the Forces, some will return to Churches which gave them leave of 
absence, but many have no immediate prospect of ministerial settlement. 
They will return with a couple of months' pay guaranteed-but what then? 
At the Church House, Mr. Aubrey and his colleagues, together with the 
Superintendents, have this matter very much at heart. In the present 
emergency, however, it may well be within the power .of our Fellowship 
to render help. Our brethren worthily represented us and, incidentally, 
have increased their own ministerial efficiency and they surely can count 
upon our goodwill and co-operation. 

The housing situation accentuates the difficulty of ministerial settle
ment and Churches would be well advised to purchase a Manse, even if 
the present level of prices involves subsequent financial loss. Here, the 
B.B.F. may render valuable help by granting free-of-interest loans. 

A vitally important factor, even from the ministe:t;ial point of view, is 
the B. U. Reconstruction Appeal. Scores of Churches around the coast 
and in our blitzed towns simply cannot afford to invite a minister and yet 
they most urgently need such help if their work is to be rehabilitated, 
and it is in these ways that the Fund can be usefully invested. Here, 
then, is a call to every minister to do his utmost to ensure the success 
of the Denominational appeal. Such is the general situation, and we call 
on all our members to make our Fellowship a reality. 

Remember our Chaplains-they're coming home. 

THE F.REE CHURCHES AN.D OURSE.LVES. 

OWING to my long absences from home during the early months of. the 
year I asked Rev. Graham W. Hughes, B.A., B.D., of Liverpool, to 

edit this copy of "The Fraternal." He has done it so effectively that I 
wish to express my warmest thanks to him for relieving me of much time 
and correspondence; also my gratitude to the old students who have so 
readily contributed to the present issue. 

I 
I am often asked about the condition of the Free Churches and the 

future of the Free Church Federal Council. I should say the condition 
of the local churches is a fairly reliable index to the national situation; 
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which is an adlJ¥Sllif'Jl th<lt thjt c!lur,::h!'joing "qtle ,.re relatively few 
compared with th'e population. I think 'Iitle mO'st.·b\rfen spiritual patches 
are in the North of England, but such bleakness is no reason for .despair. 
In our northern churches there are loyal alld generous people; they do 
their own thinking, though their thinking often needs wise,.r direction. 
All over the country I have met ministers who convey the impression of 
being theologically and intellectually beaten men. But I cannot pay 
adequate tribute to the large majority of Free Church ministers whom I 
have met, or to the wives tn the m~nses. By fortitude and consecration 
they have maintained the dignity of public worship a,nd pastoral work, · 
comforting the broken-hea.rted and keeping contact with men and women 
.in the Forces. The spirit of the age has long been indifferent to our 
message and our existence as churches. This is the result of the realism
of-doing-what-the-devil-you-like preached for a generation by the Shaws, 
the Wells, the"Huxleys and the Joads, and has disintegrated the sanctities 
of love, marriage and home and left a legacy of truculent mora,l atheism 
which either denies or sneers at the Word of God and the Christian 
Ethic. 

II 

I will sqggest factors in the situatio~ which are relevant to our 
ministerial work. 

1. The Radio and the Press ha,ve developed a technique of pmpaganda 
which often smites us preachers with a sense of futility. ·We have not yet 
devised the kirid of publicity answer to the Radio and Press stunts. . I 
am not saying the B.B.C. religious broadcasts are stunts, but I believe 
many of them are so. "safe" as tO' be ineffective. The lugubrious clerical 
mind and manner which assume that the Christian apologetic is being put 
across to the man at the fireside or when he Ires in bed on Sunday morning 
is not bridging the gap between the churches and the masses. And every 
faithful minister yearns to bridge that ga,p in his ow~ spbere of labour. 
What methods will help us? 

2. The young people who have been to secondary and public sclJools, 
unless holi\e influence has kept them loyal to the church, are often lost 
to us. For twenty years they have been educated on the basis of sound 
scientific princiBles and methods. There h~s been much criticism of the 
absence of any religious education, or its desu,lt<iry and occasional part, 
in the school ·syllabus. Every subject exce:pt religion has been taught 
accorciing to scientific principles. The, result IS that many of these young 
people; if they conside,j; Christial!itY at al~~ conclude that it cannot stand 
up to the scientific tests they have been taught to apply to other subjects. 
I hope the statutory Biblical teaching under the new Education Act will 
help to bridge the gulf between the Bible and these young people, that 
a thoroughly sound historical method of dealing with the Scriptures will 
convince youth that the Bible and the Christian religion can stand up to 
any modern methods of. criticism. 

No exhaustive analysis of tl::\e elusive. modem mind is here attempted. 
I have focussed two problems which are relevant to the con~ent of our 
preaching and teaching and the metho.ds we should conside:r; a,c:J:aptable to 
our local conditions. For the battle is oin to be los · won in the 
local churches. Let us reJeC e 1 ea t at a e supermen are a e to 

!

transform ihe" religious situation. Dr. Telllple's brilliant leadershi-'ltt his 
flair for seizin,g the subject in whic1i'11eopie were mta'est!ld ani;( re ting 
,it to Christian truth, his speeches on b,an~ing ().If economic!! have not 
nume~ically affected attend;ance at Anglic~ or Free Churc~es. 
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III 

3 

The Free Church Federal Council has not yet its own Publicity 
organisation. This aspect of Free Church witness is something to which 
great attention must be given in the future. The Free Churches need a 
master-mind, a genius for putting across through Radio and Press the 
great principles for which we stand. Our witness is vital to the religious, 
moral, political and economic reconstruction of our world. For our 
principles are so frequently self-evident when they are stated. We need 
a panel of Free Church experts, trusted by the official denominations, 
accessible for quick decision and publicity statement. Declarations of 
Anglican leaders are regularly sent to the Press before meetings are held. 
The Roman Catholics are using radio, films and blackmailing the Press to 
.hit. the popular mind. .Until the official denominations have more con
fidence in the Federal Council and give it more financial support our 
principles will often go by default. For more money is essential. 

In our message we need more theology; not the theology of the text
books, which are written to be our guide, not our cul-de-sac. Biblical 
and Historical theology are the finest background for our message, 
especially the former. It is an inexhaustible source of great preaching. 
It is tragic when men have worked through a course in Biblical History, 
Introduction and Theology and then neglect the subject when they enter 
the ministry. The pace of examination work does not always convince 
a student of the wealth and preaching resources of his subject. The 
Biblical and devotional atmosphere of preaching never fails with a con
gregation if we can put our message across to the people. Let us submit 
to the control of the Biblical spirit by really working at the historical 
method of Scripture study. More detailed systematic work than is possible 
in College, patient research by which a man can grasp the divine motive 
revealed through human experience will yield in a few years a rich harvest. 
Are we so busy? Then let us cut some things out to do the great things. 

The decadence of much religious life in these days is due to our 
neglect of the doctrine.of the Church as a Divine Society. Free Church
men all over the country have confessed to me their grief at the absence 
of a deep church-consciousness. It is the truth to say that many of our 
members have no idea of the dignity and majesty of the Church of God. 
Until we recover this consciousness I see little prospect of the kind of 
religious revival Britain and Europe need. 

IV 
A situation has developed in the Federal Council which is of particular 

interest to Baptists. I can only briefly indicate what it is. The present 
Federal Council is but five years old. I moved the resolution to set up 
a joint committee of the National Free Church Council and the previous 
Federal Council in order to explore the possibilities of one Free Church 
body, and for over twelve months we sought the unity we now have. 
After the patient conferences and goodwill which brought the present 
Federation to birth it was disappointing to hear a few men arguing that 
Federation was useless. Yet this criticism was made at one of the earliest 
meetings of the Council. Further a resolution was moved at that early 
meeting to appoint a Commission to explore the possibility and conditions 
of a United Free Church. An amendment to substitute "co-operation" 
for "unity" was carried. I remember Dr. Cadoux of Mansfi,¢ld College 
saying in that debate that other Free Churchmen could not expect "our 
Baptist brethren to surrender the practice of Believer's Baptism." A few 
speakers declared that their ultimate goal was union with the Anglicans. 

The Commission has now reported and the crucial recommendations 
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concern Free Church Union. It has made valuable suggestions of the 
ways in which the Federal Council can function more effectively. Those 
of us who have given time and thought to improve administration and 
the scope of the Federation's work greatly appreciate much in the report. 
I quote, however, the clauses which concern Baptists and are likely to be 
controversial: 

"In order to exhibit the essential unity of the Free Church 
Denominations, we consider it desirable, so far as possible, and in 
harmony with the pririciples of the constituent Churches, there should 
be 
"(a) a complete and mutual recognition of one another's church

manship; 
"(b) freedom of transfer of all in full membership from one church 

to another; 
"(c) common access of all members to the Lord's Table; 
"(d) mutual recognition of the fully-accredited miriisters of each 

Denomination as miriisters of the Word and Sacraments.'' 

When the present Free Church Council was constituted, with the con
sent of the Conferences and Assemblies of the Denominations concerned, 
the object was stated in the following terms:-

"To secure their federation on the basis of their common Evan
gelical faith, each denomination retaining liberty to fulfil its own 
distinctive witness and mission." 
The Doctririal statement of the basis of the Federatirig Denominations 

is definite : -
"It is an essential element in the proposals for federation that 

each of the federating Churches should preserve its own autonomy 
as regards faith and practice; this Statement, therefore, is not to be 
imposed as a discipliriary standard on any of these Churches, nor, on 
the other hand, does it supersede or in any way alter the place of 
whatever doctrinal standards any of these Churches may maintain in 
their constitution." 

We do acknowledge one another's churchmanship as members of the 
Federal Council of Free Churches. Clauses (b) and (c), however, affect us 
as Baptists in a peculiar way. There are Free Church scholars, to say 
nothing of members of other Free Churches, who fail to understand the 
implications of Believer's Baptism. In a recent discussion it was neces
sary to correct a schol!!.rlY Professor that bur emphasis was on "Believers" • 
and not on "Adults." The Federal Council will be compelled to set up a 
Theological Commission: a Free Church statement on Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper would be most useful. I have heard it suggested that 
Baptists may be driven to withdraw from the Federal Council. I could 
never consent to such action. 

For several years a Commission of the Baptist Union explored tne 
question of union between Baptists, Congregationalists and Presbyterians, 
and its Report was adopted at the Assembly in Manchester, 1937. The 
document is worthy of study. Paragraph xviii is one relevant conclusion:-

"We are all agreed that, if this question of union with Con
gregationalists and Presbyterians were forced to an issue in England 
now, it would split our denomination. We are agreed that the majority 
of our people would probably decline to have anything to do with 
it and, if a scheme of union were attempted, would not come into 
it, but would retain a separate existence apart from it. We recognise 
that we ought honestly to face the question whether organic union 
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with other Christian Churches is or is not desirable or ue~.;e~o<uy, but 
at the same time we are bound to have regard to the certainty of 
creating thereby a division amongst our own people, just as the 
Anglican representatives at tlie Lambeth Conference in 1923 felt 
bound to insist on episcopal ordination for this (amongst other) reasons 
that, if they did not, there was a danger (to quote their own words) 
'of creating pain and disturbance, or even the possibility of schism, 
within our own communion.' " 
Who would gain by splitting the Baptist Union or the Federal 

Council? Personally I will be a party to nothing of the kind. Wisdom, 
patience and a deepening experience of the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace can contribute to the effective witness of the Federal Council. 
Britain needs the Council. Let no one who seeks the Kingdom of God 
injure it.· HENRY TOWNSEND. 

BAPTIST WITNESS AND THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT. 

JT was my privilege to have a close and inspiring contact with the 
late Rev. F. C. Spurr during the last few years of his life. Contrary 

to the belief of many he never ceased to be a convinced and unashamed 
Baptist. He often said to me words similar to these: ''I believe that we 
Baptists should enter into the fullest possible co-operatlon and fellowship 
with all Christians, but we should always maintain our distinctive Baptist 
witness, "for," he said, "the' truth of believers' baptism has been com
mitted to us not merely for ourselves but for the whole catholic Church." 

I believe these words should be taken to heart. While we take our 
full part in the growing ecumenical movement we should not forget that 
we are in it not only to co-operate but to witness to the truth as we 
see it. · 

Our first field of witness should be the realm of theology, for this 
realm decides so many other ·issues. Theology to-day is again in the 
melting-pot, and just as in the past theological thought has determined 
the main lines of Church development so it will be in the new ecumenical 
movement. Our Baptist forefathers were theologians. It was their 
theology that made them Baptists. We need a Baptist theology now 
which is capable of presenting the issue of believers' baptism as something 
demanding the serious consideration of the world Church. In spite of the 
fact that Baptist theology in recent times has been too prone to follow after 
other theologies, merely commenting and criticising, and spending too 
much time on the controversy between modernist and fcmdamentalist, the 
life of the Baptist Churches in this country, so a well-known preacher 
of another denomination assured me recently, remains more soundly 
evangelical than in many others. When I asked him to explain this he 
said that he could only attribute it to the place we give to believers' 
baptism. For the sake of our own denomination as well as . of world 
Christian development we need to make believers' baptism the centre of 
our thought and from this point of view give a distinctive theology to 
our own people and to our fellow Christians. 

But have we a right to do any such thing? Are we justified in 
making baptism central and developing a theology around it? In this 
.connection Kipling's lines have more than once been quoted: 

" There are nine-and-sixty ways 
Of composing tribal lays, 
And every single one of them is right." 1 


