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THE FRATERNAL. 

until the same terms are used on both sides of the ques
tion. Let it be "commission" in each case, or even "or
dination," but let the proposals for recognition be on the 
same level and of the same order. 

Finally, the Lambeth Appea1 makes no direct reference 
to the presen't 

UNIJON OF OHUtROH AND STATE. 

Are the authors of the appeal willing to give up their 
connection with the State, or are the chief dignitaries of 
the Church still to be appointed by the Prime :Minister, 
whether he happens to be a Jew, a Unitarian, an Atheist, 
or a Baptist layman? 

Assuredly, the Church of England will need to sever 
its present connection with the State before it will be 
found possible to effect orgamc union with the Free 
Churches. 

Candidates for the Ministry, 
The following n.uestionaire has been sent to a number oi 

ministers and laymen, but as th'8 returns are not yet com
plete, only two will be inserted' in this issue. 

A QU:ESTIONAIRIE. 

"Why do tha young men from our wealthier homes re-
frain :from entering the :Ministry? 

Is it due to:-

(1) Resultant loss of social position? 
(2) Love of money ? 
(3) !Jack of lofty ideals ? 
(4) The :faults of our system? 
(5) A wrong conception o£ the Ministry? 
(6) A belief that they can do as good, if not better 

service for Christ as laymen ? 
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A Headmaster writes :-
In so far as motives 1, 2 or 3 exist, either separately or 

together, the consideration of them may, I think, be saf.ely 
neglected. People who would be thus swayed are not 
likely to be of the slightest use, but on the contrary, in the 
Christian .Ministry. 

I think 4 is much more to ihe point. "\V e cannot 
guarantee a living wage, and, though a man and his wife 
may be willing to deny themselves, they are not, and 
ought not to be willing to deny their children many of the 
privileges to which these children have a moral claim: e.g. 
a good education. 

The method of appointing 1\Iiniste,rs, too, is not satis
factory. I hope the "preaching matches" have been 
abandoned, though I fear not; but it still r,emains true 
(though happily with many exceptions) that the gasbags 
and the wind-bags enjoy superiority, even though it be but 
temporary. Hence it is that so many vacancies occupy 
the pulpit. 

On 5 I am not entitled to speak, for I do not know what 
their conceptions may be, except perhaps that I might say 
that in many cases the doctrine o£ papal, that is 
ministerial infallability, has many unconscious supporters 
even in Nonconformist Churches. 

6. I think this is a very powerful reason in many cases. 
An experienced and thoughtful friend o£ mine, a well
known head master, tells me, as a result o£ many enquiries, 
that the working class are both willing and eager to have 
Christ preached to them, but not by official Ministers. It 
is astonishing to what an extent the dislike and distrust 
o£ the parson exists among such classes, and I think in 
any enquiry this fact, for it is a fact, ought to be taken 
into consideration. 

A Minister writ!es :-
Last night I put your questions to a group o£ young 

Christian men from strong N oncon£ormist homes, who 
are students of Cambridge University. 
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'l'heir general opinion was that they could serve Christ 
more effectively in other spheres than in the :~f"nistry. 

The ineff·ectiveness of the Nonconformist ~Iinistry they 
attribute to various causes. Some are to be found in the 
ministers themselves, such as the low average leV'el oi 
intellectual equipment, and the consequent lack of stand
ing and influence of their profession among others, and 
the want of courage and knowledge in facing the issues 
raised by modern questions. 

Even as more serious than the defects of the :Ministers 
themselves they regarded the conservatism of the churcbe', 
as both hampering the effectiven·ess of the efficient minister 
and putting a premium on another type. 

'They said they would prefer to work as foreign mission
aries rather than as home ministers, because the 
missionary does not suffer in his work from lack of stand
ing among those for whom he labours, or from the drag 
that the ordinary church is, in their opinion, upon earnest 
and enlightened men. 

That is the answer of the young men themselves, and is 
probably better for your purpose than anything else I can 
send you. 

A PARSON'S TIRADE. 

Late the other evening, in my own road, I met my 
friend Yiator. I could see directly I spoke to him that 
he was in a h.igh state of excitement. Indeed he explained 
to me, after rather abs·ent-mindedly replying to my en
QUiries as to his health and happiness, that he was just 
wanting "to let off steam at somebody." Without ex
pressing my approval of this somewhat fantastic phrase I 
assured him I was quite prepared to hear what he had to 
say, and that if he would step with me into niy house, 
which was only a few paces distant, I would welcome his 
presence in my study. After we had settled ourselves 
comfortably round the fire and, if the whole truth must be 
told, carefully filled and lit our respective pipes, Yiator 



13 
THE FRATERNAL. 

"'let off steam at me." Taking vigorous pulls at his pipe 
!he blurted out, "It's really exasperating, that man Smith 
-you know Smith-he really seems to think that this is 
the best of all conceivable worlds in which to live, that of 
all the best things on this best possibl·e planet is the 
Christian Church, and that of that well-nigh perfect 
Church the Baptists are easily "top-notch" -as I believe 
the schoolboys say nowadays. WE used to expres it, of 
course, "facile princeps." 

"Well," said I, "and what particuiar event has caused 
you and Smith to have another wordy contest?" (These 
two of my friends are well-known for the tr.emendous 
arguments which they wage with each other). 

"It's like this," replied Viator. ''We have been attend
ing that Recognition S.ervice, you know, at the Baptist 
Church in the other part of the town. For two hours and 
a quarter ~he audience had to listen to nearly a dozen 
speeches from us parsons, including one from myself! I 

· +n't know I shomd be expected to say a word and was 
only called on just at the end of the meeting. Now one 
speech only (and that certainly not mine) rosP ~ bnve the 
barest banalities, and some sank into really vulgar 
humourisms and silly little stories. Now, how much 
longer, I want to know, are we Baptists going to tolerate 
this preposterous sort of meeting. At the beginning, too, 
of a new minister's work at that Church! "Qgh, it makes 
me shiver still as I think how different it m'ight all have 
been! Why should there not have been held a simple but 
dignified service of dedication of the young minister to 
-fuis his first charge? .And Smith says 'Oh, it's 
all right. There's nothing much wrong with the 
Recognition Service. Service ! Service indeed, call it 
by it's right name if it's to be like the one we have just 
attended-a third-rate mutual admiration meeting! It's 
disgraceful." 

I could see that Viator was working himself up badly, 
in fact, that he was getting up steam, rather thanJ.etting 
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it off, at me. So I suggested that as his pipe had been out 
for some t·ime vast he should have a refill from my 
tobacco jar and light up again. This invitation stopped 
the "steam" for a moment, and he even answered a remark 
of mine on the weather. 

But he had no sooner got his pipe going well when he 
started off once again, but this time, to change Viator's 
simile, on QUite another tack. 

"Just look at the kind of meetings, too, we hold out-of
tl(ors! Do you ever stop and listen to the ordinary "open
air service,"' as they call it, on Sunday evening? I 
usually pass a dozen such on my way home, the three miles 
that I have to come after evening worship. Sometimes I 
stop and listen until I feel I must shout out in protest at 
not only some of the things that are said but at the whole 
idea many of the&e good people seem to have of Christ
ianit~ and what being a Christian really means. You 
know I'm forbidden by doctor's orders to talk in the 
open. Perhaps it's QUite as well I am. I should possibly 
have caused a scene or two by now at some of these street 
corner services. I tell you frankly that if that were the 
only kind of Christianity that I had ever heard of (and 
remember that to very many of the passers-by it is) you 
wouldn't find me inside the Christian Church! Why do 
we persist in sending out so many of our fifth-rate 
preachers into the streets and parks? Isn't it the first
rate men we want to represent us .every time? No, it'll. 
your fanatical second adventist, your ultra-individualist, 
or your hell-fi~e enthusiast whom we hear at the stre-et 
corners. No wonder the street-corner Socialists find it so 
easy to !_:mlverise the Christian Church. They think these 
kind of people ARE the Christian Church." 

2\Iy friend, I think, would hav·e prolonged his tirade 
almost indefinitely on this subject for he was very warm 
about it. But I interjected a remark to the effect that 
earnestness and sincerity were estimable qualities and 
that the "open-air workers" at least possessed these 
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qualities. This r·emark, however, only added fresh fuel to 
the fire for he burst out again. 

"Earnestness, sincerity! Of course they have earnest
ness and sinoerity. So had the Inquisitors, and all the 
other persons fanatical of old; so have the 1formons and 
the Mohamedans to-day. But we want intelligence, and: 
at l·east some knowledge of human nature, as well as
earnestness and sincerity, if we're to do the job to-day! 

Though we parsons in the pulpit and out of it could 
certainly do with a good deal more of th~ latter commodity. 
Look at the question of the Bible and the new knowledge .. 
Every intelligent man knows to-day that the Pentateuch 
wasn't written by Moses, that the Old Testament cannot 
be treated as an historical text-book with every fact, figure 
and date correct, and that such writings as Job, Jonah 
and Daniel, for instance, are not history at all. Every 
intelligent man, I say. knows these things to-day, whether· 
he stands in the pulpit or sits in the pew. Yet see how 
rarely these facts are mentioned or even assumed in the 
average Baptist pulpit to-day! No wonder' we parsons· 
are sometimes called insincere. It looks enough like 
that anyhow· though I know how difficult the whole· 
question is, to be sure." 

I thought it was time to interject another remark, this 
time of a quietly reproving nature. "Oh, well," I said, 
··you really can't make everyone think alike, not even 
Baptist parsons-not about the Bible or any other 
subject." 

"That's true," he remarked (he appeared considerably 
mollified by this time). "Only do let us, who know what 
the issues of this Bible C!uestion ar·e, be earnest and sincere· 
about the matter. I was reading only the other day an 
excellent little book which one of the most useful of our 
educationalists has reoontly written. Listen to a sentence· 
from it. (Here he dived into his pocket and read :from 
the back of an envelope). " 'To insist on the literal 
accuracy of such a story as Noah's Ark, thP Tower of 
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Babel, the dial of Ahaz or the first chapter of Genesis, is 
to put into jeopardy many an honest faith and place a 
stumbling block in the road to truth.' " 

"That's nothing less than the truth, my friend," he 
said, "'l'his matter's serious!" He rose, pushed the 
·envelope back into his pocket and reached out his hand, 
remarking, "I really must go. Why, it's nearly mid
night." 

"I£ you must; but there's no hurry. Anyhow, you've 
blown off most o£ the steam I hope," I was rash enough 
to remark. 

"No, I haven't," he flared back. "What do you think 
of this? Only coming along the road here I was told, 
by the local s·ecretary of the League of Nations Union, 
that that Union had recently sent out 35,000 letters on the 
subject of the League of Nations to the clergy and 
ministers of England, asking for a reply. How many 
r·eplies do you think they got? Only seven hundred!* So 
that only one in fifty of us parsons apparently thinks it's 
worth 'while even to answer a letter on the question 
of international peace! Bah! do you wonder I do some 
times let off steam? I've hal£ a mind to begin again at 
you. But no, Goodnight." 

"Goodnight," I said, thoughtfulJy. The last remark 
,was a blow indeed ! E. E. H. 

*N.B.--This is a true instance.-Editor. 

------~·~·~·~-----

THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT. 

(Tune·-"Pax Dei," or '"Eventide.") 

0 Saviour Christ! exalted Lamb of God! 
The central glory, Thou, of mind and heart; 

In Thee all goodness dwells· and •every gift 
That God to men in mercy can impart! 


