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Specialist Groupings and Networks 
The list below is a selection of Baptist and ecumenical groupings ·that exist, 

focused around specific areas of concern. The list is only intended to be a selective 
sample of some of the specialist groupings who exist to help the wider church in 
specific areas of life and mission. 

Spirituality 
The Baptist Union Retreat Group (BURG) draws together people interested 
in the development of spiritual life, individual, guided and group retreats. BURG 
is a member of The National Retreat Association which publishes an annual 
document Vision, listing retreat houses, specialist retreats and resources for 
those seeking retreats. The Northumbrian Community is an ecumenical 
community involved in the development of spirituality, based on a Celtic pattern 
and in a wide range of mission and community activities. The work is principally 
in the "historic" area of Northumbria. The Society of Mary and Martha is an 
organisation dedicated to helping those engaged in full time ministry and 
service in spiritual reflection, appraisal etc. 

Mission 
The Baptist Mission Network is organised by the Baptist Union Mission 
Department and seeks to draw together a wide range of specialist groupings. 
This year the Baptist Mission Network is reflecting on the concept of the 
Missionary Congregation. Within the Network there are specialist meetings for 
Missioners, Evangelists and those engaged in Industrial Mission. Other 
significant groups in the Baptist Mission Network include Baptist Rural Group, 
looking at life and mission in rural situations; Baptist Urban Group, drawing 
together those engaged in mission in inner cities and urban priority areas; 
Joppa, a network of those reflecting on the multicultural and multifaith nature 
of our society and how we relate to those of other faiths; Church Planting 
Strategy Task Group, developing national strategy and planning, together with 
evaluation and reflection on church planting; Industrial Missioners' Meeting, 
part of a wider ecumenical grouping drawing together those engaged in specialist 
forms of chaplaincy and mission in industry, commerce, at airports etc; the Inner 
Cities Religious Council, which is part of Churches Together in England and 
relates to various government department; Build, a network consisting of people 
with learning difficulties and those who support them in their Christian life and 
mission; the Christian Enquiry Agency, an agency of CTE which seeks to 
provide material for those who have questions about the Christian faith. 

Worship and Preaching 
There are various groups who look at different aspects of this topic including 
the Joint Liturgical Group, a network of CCBI; the College of Preachers 
and various adult training and education groups. The Baptist Music Society 
has a particular interest in music in worship, as has CHIME, an ecumenical 
grouping seeking to encourage the development of Christian music in worship. 
Many have an interest in the ministry of healing through worship and the Baptist 
Health and Healing Group and the Churches Council for Health and 
Healing provide valuable reflection, meetings points and resources in this area. 
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No! It's not the logo 
of a political party 

Registered Charity No. 250334 

It's the flaming torch of truth denoting the Baptist Men's Movement - a dynamic organisation 
established nearly 80 years ago and still very active in helping men in their Christian living. Its 
main aim is still to promote the gospel amongst men and help those in need both at home and 
abroad. 

It provides: 

e regular regional and national conferences which consider important issues and provides 
opportunities for friendship and fellowship; 

e ways in which practical help can be given to those in need at home and abroad through 
its auxiliaries: Operation Agri, Tools With A Mission, the Missionaries' Literature 
Society, and Tapes for the Blind. 

e a free quarterly magazine called WORLD OUTLOOK and other useful publications 
including books of devotions. 

Why not join us and share this common interest in fellowship, friendship and stewardship 
amongst men?For literature and further details, please contact the National Secretary 

Clifford Challinor, Kingsley, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SYS OQH 
(Telephone or Fax: 01743 790377) 

CORRYMEELA 
BUILDING ON THE PEACE IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Working to heal the hurts of 25 years of violence 

CORRYMEELA is a dispersed Christian community which feels itself to be 
called an instrument of God's peace. 

It works to break down barriers and build bridges between individuals and 
groups. "If Christianity has nothing to say about reconciliation, then It has 
nothing to say" (The Revd. Dr. R.R. Davey, OBE., founder of the Corrymeela 
Community) 

CORRYMEELA LINK, based in Great Britain, seeks to spread the vision and 
support the work of the Corrymeela Community: it needs your help if this aim 
Js to be realised. 

PLEASE support with your prayers especially on CORRYMEELA SUNDAY 
which is held annually on the Sunday before St. Patrick's Day 

Information and Donations 
Corrymeela Link (B), 
P.O. Box 188, Reading RG1 1 SL 
Telephone 01734 589800 

Registered Charity No. XN 48052A 
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Peace and Justice 
The Baptist Peace Fellowship, one of the constituent bodies of the 
ecumenical Fellowship of Reconciliation, which draws together those who 
have concerns about peace making. Additionally, Clergy Against Nuclear 
Arms has a specific focus within this whole area. 
It is generall'f' recognised that there are many issues to be addressed in the 
area of racial justice and the Baptist Union has a Racial Justice Task Group 
working on these issues, which relates to the CCBI Churches Commission 
for Racial Justice which does much investigative and campaigning work in 
this area. The Mission Department also has a Theology of Social Action 
Task Group, which seeks to offer theological reflection in the whole area of 
social action, peace and justice. 

Support Services 
The life and work of any local Christian community is focused in worship and 
mission. In order to do this effectively there are needs for certain organisational 
and management skills. The key ecumenical group in this area is MODEM 
{Managerial and Organisational Disciplines for the Enhancement of 
Ministry), though the churches are now in the process of forming CIRCUIT 
which will be a database resource. There are specialist groupings such as the 
Churches Advertising Network and CACLB, which brings together those 
involved in local broadcasting. 

Families and Education 
The umbrella organisation Churches Together for Families draws together 
a whole variety of interest groups in this area; the Association of Inter
Church Families is a network, particularly for married couples and their 
offspring, where the partners belong to different Christian traditions (principally 
if one partner is a Roman Catholic and the other partner Protestant). 

Keith Jones 

USA Exchange Ministries Opportunity 

Would anyone be interested in a deeply rural US pastoral exchange in the 
summer of 1997? A Mennonite pastor in Iowa is enquiring about an exchange 
with a Baptist minister with family. This may not be as quiet as it sounds as 
the small town was flattened by a tornado several years ago, Please contact 
Vic Sumner or Dr Alan Kreider, Regent's Park College. 

Would any Baptist minister and spouse only be interested in an exchange 
with a Baptist minister and wife in a small church (325) in Birmingham, 
Alabama? He writes that the British minister "would have to be pretty good in 
the pulpit and not to be intimidated by the high degree of professionals in the 
congregation. They are not intimidating - but some folk who are not secure in 
themselves might find them so". 

For further encouraging details for both these requests for exchange please 
write to Vic Sumner, 6 Middle Onslow Close Ferring, Worthing, BN12 5RT, 
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