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“All countries and all stakeholders, acting in collaborative 
partnership, will implement this plan.   

We are resolved to free the human race from the tyranny of poverty 
and want and to heal and secure our planet.  

We are determined to take the bold and transformative steps which 
are urgently needed to shift the world on to a sustainable and 

resilient path.   

As we embark on this collective journey, we pledge that no one be 
left behind” 

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 70/1 

 

1. HUMANITY IN UNPRECEDENTED CRISIS 

With all the great and notable achievements of mankind throughout 
the ages, especially in the areas of science, spacecraft and Nano-
technology, medicine and health, information and communication 
technologies; agriculture and the humanities, the political, social and 
economic disciplines; progress in music, art, culture and religious 
integration; the conquest of space through knowledge and 
philosophy, our world unfortunately, and indeed, entire humanity 
currently face existential problems with the threat of massive 
eradication of entire life and the death of all living species on the 
planet.  

There is apparent lack of meaning in life and a yawning gap exposing 
the crisis of values and the search for fulfilled life of happiness. This 
offers a chance for the fundamental role of education, the place of 
religion and the relevance of ethics in helping a clear understanding 
of these issues towards some solution. 
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2. THE TRIPOD CRISIS 

We may summarise these crisis which arose simultaneously to 
revolve around three key areas, namely - the ecological, the 
technological and the ethical-cultural. These situations are mirrored 
through three dimensional aspects which we observe, namely: 

 “A crisis of human civilisations – (to the extent that humanity 
pretends today to live in a post-truth, post-modern and completely 
materialistic age devoid of any spiritual or supra-conscious reality); a 
biosphere- ecological crisis ( to the extent that mankind has reached 
the limits of exploitation of the living layers of our planet through 
uncontrolled use of natural resources); and the anthropocentric-
worldview crisis (the human-centric worldview to the extent that the 
old conceptions of mankind as being “above” nature is no longer 
adequate and could even be life-threatening). 

Various notable leaders from all spheres of life, countries, disciplines 
and positions have referred to this reality. It is indeed worth 
pondering upon and seriously as great Russian thinkers such as 
Vladimir Vernadsky reflects, corroborated by Professor L. E. Popov 
and his Team in the Book “Natural Resources and Technologies in 
Educational Activities – Education in times of accelerated 
technological development” –  

“Humankind approaches for the first time in its history, the limits of 
the capabilities of the biosphere to adapt to the technological 
development…and the unprecedented demand for knowledge and 
learning (and re-learning) far exceeds the capabilities of traditional 
education systems”.  (Cf. L.E. Popov; Cambridge, CISP, 2015).   
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3. THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE AND PLACE OF ECUCATION FOR 

THE SURVIVAL OF HUMAN CIVILIZATION 

Education is at the centre of every human settlement.  It is necessary 
for character formation for the young. A primary concern of society 
essentially is to teach the young because society can only 
successfully rebuild itself through the younger generation who 
receive tradition. This is the opposite of what currently happens. 
Through Education the realization of meaning and purpose is 
enabled and beneficiaries are empowered to gain more access to 
opportunities, resources and power. Education if acquired continues 
to increase the value-chain of any nation. It is important therefore, 
for the essential part of the continuation and development of human 
culture to see Education as the most significant and critical need for 
the survival of humanity. Education does not happen in isolation but 
is carried through societal, environmental and human channels.  

In the 20th and 21st centuries, problems emerge showing that current 
education systems rely almost “exclusively on communication of 
knowledge through language and subsequent practice exercise… 
therefore only the consciousness and subconscious ar3eeactivated. 
And the immense power of the super consciousness is not used”. 
This is where the power of religion must come in. “Because a 
significant portion of a person’s knowledge is now replaced during a 
lifetime, education can no longer be a fixed period in a person’s life. 
It becomes a life-long, constantly changing process, quoting the 
learned Popov (cf: Education in Times of accelerated technological 
development, p. 2). 
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4. SCOPE AND ROLE OF RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP 

“We need, all of us coming from different disciplines and institutions, 
different religious traditions or even none, to borrow more boldly 

from each other’s wisdom, to chart a path together toward a world 
of justice, peace and fraternity “together” –  

Michel Camdesus, Former MD IMF (1987 -2000). 

 It is often said that religion has not succeeded in making the world 
better; that in fact, on the contrary, it has become part of the 
problem of humankind. Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche and Niccolo 
Machiavelli alongside many others criticise religion and its role in 
society or it seems.  They even mention that religion as institution – 
fixed belief – has become an ideology in the service of the ruling 
classes and an instrument for maintaining a conservative status quo, 
including of oppression.   

There is an ambivalent or dialectical relationship between religion 
and society.  From one point of view, religion can be seen as a 
stabilizing factor, from another as a factor of disintegration and a 
catalyst for change in society,.  This corresponds to the functionalist 
and the prophetic roles assigned to religion in virtually every epoch 
of human civilization.  

However, an examination of the role of religion in private and public 
life is positively necessary for many reasons.  Religion, though a 
response to the problems of the individual in the face of the human 
condition, has very distinct functions for society at large.  It is both 
an intimately private affair and an eminently public affair.  Existential 
questions have always resorted to religion in the quest for meaning.  
It seems to answer on account of its transcendental dimension, the 
relationship between man and the supernatural milieu.   
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Christianity for example has been objectively identified as a message 
beyond the institution which has a universal appeal for peace, 
progress, development and salvation – uniting mankind and 
preaching a universal human family.    

Religion has played roles as a revolutionary factor in society when 
one considers the prophetic functions of the Biblical Jeremiah, Isaiah 
and others whose message led to the liberation of oppressed people 
– all in the name of God. Religion has championed the cause of 
protecting the needy and the weak against oppression and injustice 
and in fact stood for them.   Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité – magic 
words of the French revolution seemed as anti-establishment and 
even anti religion but were driven from ideals of religion and indeed 
lifted from the Christian Gospel itself, thus moving from taught to 
action.  

Religion makes room for what should be rather than on what actually 
is the case. Religion makes pale the cheeks of rulers by its frozen 
admonition. It has a transcendental reference. Religion has a system 
of values, and values are ideals rather than facts. Values and ethics 
refer to ought, the ideals as they should be, and not just as they are. 
Values and ethics say how people should live rather than how they 
actually live. This gives religion a great moral advantage, a moral 
superiority over the goings-on in society for it points to the ideal 
beyond the real, the noumenon beyond the phenomenon.      

If the facts of society compare too unfavourably with the ideals on 
which religion ever focuses our critical view, then we can and we 
should improve them, which always means change them.  Here, the 
revolutionary character of religion is too obvious to need further 
commentary. The prophetic role and function of religion, enables us, 
if need be, to say NO to the given situation; to escape from tyranny 
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of the facts and from the tyranny of public opinion. Religion through 
this role even encourages revolt and rebellion and even protest in 
certain circumstances.    

Religion is therefore both vital for the survival of freedom and the 
individual in society, and through constant criticism, instrumental to 
the raising of standards of society itself. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
“Religious perspectives often link different sectors and issues in ways 
that can yield distinctive and valuable insights when they are 
explored and appreciated” 

Katherine Marshall, Berkeley Centre for Religion, Peace and World 
Affairs, Georgetown University, Washington. 

 

5. FORMING ETHICAL LEADERS FOR TOMORROW’S WORLD 

Forming future ethical leaders belongs essentially to the scope and 
domain of religion and religious leaders.  Most institutions of religion 
are vehicles which transmit education and culture, thus traditions. 

Secondly, most religions are avenues for the education of the youth 
in virtue and values.  

Furthermore, educational institutions are driven and supported by 
religious institutions to the extent that Higher education and tertiary 
institutions in most countries remain and remained the ambient of 
the Churches, religious institutions and religious ideals. It is these 
potentials that can be translated into action and ethical orientation 
for the training of future leaders in ethics, virtue and positive social 
values.  


