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Fourth Session of the World Commission on 

Ethics of Scientific 
Knowledge and 
Technology (COMEST)
By Philip Bergstrom

The Fourth Session of the World Commission 
on the Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and 
Technology (COMEST) was convened in 
Bangkok from 23-25 March 2005 with over 
500 participants discussing the benefits and 
risks of technology. COMEST was established in 
1998 during the prior year’s UNESCO General 

Princess Maha  
Chakri Sirindhorn  
UNESCO’s Newest 
Goodwill Ambassador 
By Anuje Sirikit

On 24 March 2005 at the Dusit Palace, 
Bangkok, Thailand, the Director-General of 
UNESCO, Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, conferred the 
title of UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for the 
“Empowerment of Minority Children through 
Education and through the Preservation of their 
Intangible Cultural Heritage” upon Her Royal 
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

 “UNESCO is very pleased that the Princess 
has accepted her nomination,” said Sheldon 
Shaeffer, Director of the UNESCO Asia and 
Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, adding, 
“The Princess has also worked tirelessly to 
promote cultural diversity and support the 
plight of indigenous peoples.” For more than 
twenty years, H. R. H. has devoted herself to 
promoting the welfare and status of children 
and young people coming from various ethnic 
and minority groups, especially those living in 
remote areas. These achievements have been 

Continued on page 2
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FOCUS

Conference to act as an advisory body 
on ethical issues related to science and 
technology. It is mandated to promote 
dialogue between scientific communities, 
decision-makers and the public, at large. 

The Session opening was presided over 
by Her Royal Majesty Princess Maha 
Chakri Srindhorn. Keynote addresses, 
delivered by UNESCO Director-General 
Koïchiro Matsuura and Professor Yongyuth 
Yuthavong of the National Science 
and Technology Development Agency, 
set the conference’s intellectual tone. 
Presentation of the Bangkok Declaration 
on Ethics in Science and Technology 
(see box on p. 3) punctuated the 
event, following a concurrent meeting 
of Ministers and representatives from 
eleven countries in the region. 

Establishing the breadth of the issues 
before the conference, Director-General 
Koïchiro Matsuura noted that, “The issue 
of how we should manage scientific 
and technological advancement 
straddles all realms of society, from 
politics and economics to religion and 
culture, each of which is in itself a 
heterogeneous domain containing a 
multitude of views and perceptions 
that should be taken into account.” 

For three days, participants were engaged 
by paper presentations that were followed 
by formal addresses on the main themes. 
Thereafter, lively question/answer sessions 
testified to the stimulating quality of the 
presentations. The themes addressed 
at this year’s COMEST meeting were: 
Ethics Education, Environmental 
Education, Good Governance of Science 
and Technology, Benefit Sharing and 
International Cooperation in Research, 
Animals and Ethics, and Human Rights 
and Ethics. Every session was co-chaired 
by a member of COMEST and a Thai 
expert, which enabled more cross-cultural 
approaches to deliberation on these 
issues. Full text versions of all proceedings 
can be found at: 
www.most.go.th/comest/index.htm 

One intrinsic component of all 
COMEST sessions is the Youth Forum 

recognized not only by UNESCO, but 
also by many countries in the region. 

The Ambassadorship seeks to expand on 
the innovative educational approaches 
that Her Royal Highness has already 
undertaken in
Thailand. One example is 
the “Educational Develop-
ment Project for Thai 
Hill Tribe Children and 
Youth” in Chiangmai and 
Tak provinces, on which 
UNESCO Bangkok also 
collaborated with funding 
from Carrefour and other 
private sector donors. The 
project has taken a multi-
disciplinary approach to 
improving the quality of 
life for people in these 
areas in order to make
progress truly sustainable. Project 
components include basic education, 
nutrition and health services, vocational 
instruction, natural resources/
environmental education, and cultural 
preservation of the different hill tribes. 

Her Royal Highness has also actively 
supported the preservation of indigeneous 
knowledge and cultural tradition, as 
well as the restoration of historical sites. 
An outstanding example of her work 
in those areas includes the successful 
restoration of Phra Racha Wang Derm 
(the former residence of King Taksin the 
Great of the Thonburi Dynasty). Under 
her patronage and active guidance, the 
restoration of Phra Racha Wang Derm 
won the 2004 UNESCO Asia-Pacific 
Heritage Award of Merit for its outstanding 
contribution to conservation in the 
region, and particularly in Thailand. 

Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is 
the first Goodwill Ambassador from an 
ASEAN country. In her new role, she will 
advocate for cultural empowerment and 
highlight the rich diversity of ethnic and 
cultural groups represented in Thailand, 
from the hill tribe people in the north to 
the sea gypsy and Muslim communities 
in the south. She will also address other 
countries of the Mekong sub-region. Her 
efforts will help ensure that all voices 
are heard, and that all children have 
access to and receive education of good 

quality. She will also seek 
to address the deterrents 
to full participation in 
the education system, 
including cultural and 
ethnic minority status, 
health and nutrition, 
language of instruction, 
and poverty. Her Royal 
Highness’s valuable 
experience and support 
will make a major 
contribution to UNESCO’s 
continuing efforts to 
promote education for all. 

As UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, 
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn 
will join other distinguished persons 
such as the Grand-Duchess of 
Luxembourg, Princess Firyal of Jordan 
and the Princess of Hanover. 

At the nomination ceremony, the Director-
General said, “UNESCO considers 
the universal right to education for all 
children to be of paramount importance to 
support the provision of access to and the 
promotion of quality education for every 
child. However, the right to education 
is not always granted to children of 
minority groups and their needs are often 
neglected. Their cultures, too, are often 
denigrated and ignored.” He added that 
he looks forward to the Princess’ future 
cooperation with UNESCO, which can 
not but help to provide minority children 
and young people in the Mekong region 
with greater hope for a better future. 

COMEST From page 1Goodwill Ambassadorship From page 1

For more than twenty 
years, H. R. H. has 
devoted herself to 

promoting the welfare 
and status of children 

and young people 
coming from various 
ethnic and minority 

groups, especially those 
living in remote areas.

Director Shaeffer presents the UNESCO 
Asia-Pacific Heritage Award of Merit 
plaque for the outstanding restoration of 
Phra Racha Wang Derm to HRH Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, who presided 
over the project as the Chief Advisor.
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FOCUS

Bangkok Declaration on Ethics in Science and Technology 
4th Session of the World Commission on the Ethics of 

Scientifi c Knowledge and Technology (COMEST)

WE, Ministers for Science and Technology, considering the important 
role of ethical framework in science and technology by initiating and 
supporting the process of democratic norm-building which awareness-
raising, capacity-building and standard setting are, therefore, the 
key thrusts of UNESCO’s strategy in this and all other areas;

NOTING with deep satisfaction that our countries have forged a close 
and beneficial relationship, since this approach is founded upon 
UNESCO’s ideal of “true dialogue, based upon respect for commonly 
shared values and the dignity of each civilization and culture”;

ENCOURAGED by the significant progress for years of the programmes in 
the area of Ethics in Science and Technology, as supported by UNESCO;

RECOGNISING that Science Ethics is necessary to articulate 
the basic values of science and scientific research when there 
is a growing risk of conflicts of interest (e.g. due to publication 
pressure, commercialization, security needs) and of traditional 
and non-traditional issues affecting human ethics requires a more 
coherent and well-coordinated response at the regional level;

ACKNOWLEDGING the shared goals and partnerships formed with 
relevant institutions between countries to promote ethics of science 
and technology focusing on formulating policies and legislations on 
ethical and good governance in science and technology, building 
human capacity, sharing science and technology with fairer trade 
rules and negotiations, creating networks to enhance science and 
technology development, promoting the role of youth in science 
and technology, science, technology, and environment protection, 

and increasing developing countries’ access to new areas of 
science and technology (such as nanotechnology and space);

DESIRING to conclude an agreement with a view to ensuring 
the establishment and operation of appropriate policies and 
legislation on ethics of science and technology and mechanisms 
to support human resource development activities;

HEREBY DECLARE TO:

1. ENHANCE science and technology cooperation which 
emphasizes fair trade more than free trade.

2. DEVELOP cooperation in Intellectual Property (IP) which aims at 
benefits to humanity over commercial benefit, especially in the 
Least Developed Countries that have less ability to access IP.

3. PROMOTE the role of youth in science and technology 
to encourage youth scientist development.

4. URGE mutual understanding of the importance of ethical 
and steadfast development of emerging technology (such 
as nanotechnology, radiation, satellite, biotechnology, and 
human organ replacement) based on public understanding 
and due care for the impacts of technology.

Done in Bangkok, Thailand, this 25th day of March 2005, on 
the occasion of the 4th Session of the World Commission on the 
Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technology (COMEST).

on Ethics of Science and Technology. 
Students discuss recent ethical issues 
related to science and technology, 
and present their conclusions in the 
closing session. This feature of the 
conference underscores the importance 
of introducing the world’s future leaders 
– already well-versed in using many 
forms of technology – to the necessary 
ethical considerations within the field. 

The COMEST also held closed working 
sessions on documents, and formed 
recommendations that will be given to 
UNESCO for consideration as the agency 
plans its future activities. The meeting 
was jointly organized by UNESCO and the 
Thai Ministry of Science and Technology. 

In his closing address, Assistant Director-
General Pierre Sané suggested the 
practical relevance of the ideas given 
voice throughout the conference when 
he stated, “Ethics cannot be handed 

down by decree. If (the Ethics field) is 
to have impact, if its application is to be 
sustainable, it must address the local 
context and relate to concerns that are 
real and shaped by many...The high-level 
representation at the regional ministerial 
meeting held in parallel with the Session 
are signs that Ethics of Science and 
Technology has strong roots in the 
Asia-Pacific region. One of the primary 
reasons for COMEST to hold its sessions 
in different regions of the world is to 
listen closely to the views and needs of 
the region so that it can translate these 
into appropriate recommendations 
for UNESCO’s actions in the area of 
Ethics of Science and Technology.”

Preceding the COMEST meeting was 
“The First Bangkok Workshop on Ethics 
Partnerships for Asia-Pacific Region,” 
held from 21-22 March 2005. 

RUSHSAP will be hosting the “First 

UNESCO Bangkok International Bioethics 
Roundtable” from 11-15 September 2005 
at the Imperial Tara Hotel in Bangkok.
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tourism brings has the power to revitalise 
traditional building and craft industries. 
On a more human level, by bringing 
in revenue tourism has the capacity to 
strengthen local people’s self-respect, 
values and identity, thereby safeguarding 
aspects of their intangible heritage and 
enhancing their development potential. 

Negative Impacts of Tourism

As noted by ICOMOS and other observers, 
tourism has the power to generate both 
positive and negative effects. It has been 
described as ‘a goose that not only lays a 
golden egg, but also fouls its own nest.’ 
So, while tourism has the potential to 
enhance and preserve the tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage on which it 
relies, if it is not managed and controlled, 
it can also degrade and irreversibly 
damage this very same valuable resource. 
There are countless examples of how 
unplanned tourism, although potentially 
profitable in the short term, has damaged 
fragile historical and cultural resources, 
thereby undermining their value. In 
the same way, unplanned tourism 
can erode a community’s self-image 
and cultural values, as well. Although 
tourism is increasingly recognised as a 
potentially powerful development tool, 

FOCUS

Cultural Tourism and  
Sustainable Development of Cultural Heritage
Compiled by Ellie Meleisea, Culture Unit

Cultural Tourism

Tourism is one of the largest industries 
in the world. Within the tourism sector, 
‘cultural tourism’ – tourism with the 
objective, amongst other aims, of 
experiencing cultural heritage, whether 
tangible or intangible – is an expanding 
segment, and it seems likely that 
growth will continue in the long term. 
Furthermore, it has become clear over 
the last few years that it is the developing 
world which receives an increasingly 
large portion of this expansion. It, 
thus, follows that the impact of this 
tourism will heighten challenges that 
developing countries already face.

Benefits of Tourism

Properly managed, the tourism and 
travel industry can bring substantial 
benefits on both a macro- and local 
level. By providing new employment 
opportunities, tourism can help alleviate 
poverty and curb the out-migration of 
youth and other marginally-employed 
community members. Also, through 
bringing revenue to sites, tourism has 
the potential to enhance and safeguard 
heritage. Similarly, the much-needed 
foreign currency and investment that 

The heritage of Asia and the Pacific is under 
threat. The passage of time and harsh climates 
render already fragile places of culture 
and tradition ever more vulnerable. When 
coupled with neglect, poor maintenance, 
inadequate financial support and unregulated 
urban development, the very survival of the 
region’s most special places is threatened.

Both physical heritage and intangible 
expressions of the Asia-Pacific region’s 
history and culture are at risk. This heritage 
is acknowledged to be of immeasurable 
value to its citizens, and is also of immense 
interest and appeal to tourists. 

situations frequently arise where local 
communities are side-lined and benefit 
little from the tourism in their area. 

Managing Heritage and Tourism

Whilst these potential negative impacts 
of the tourism industry pose a particular 
threat to developing countries, avoiding 
these eventualities is very much a global 
responsibility. Indeed, the pitfalls of 
unplanned tourism have repeatedly 
arisen due to a lack of understanding 
of the issues involved, as well as to a 
lack of co-operation by parties involved 
at the local level – the stakeholders. 
Fortunately, there has been an increase 
in awareness among local communities, 
heritage conservationists and the 
tourism industry, alike. Increasingly, 
these stakeholder groups have sought 
advice from UNESCO and other bodies 
to develop models and workable 
solutions through which sustainable 
cultural tourism can be encouraged 
and managed. In addition, steps have 
been taken to design better government 
policies and strategies to sustainably 
develop heritage resources and tourism.

Continued on page 14
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By Olof Sandkull

On 23 March 2005, the 2004 UNESCO 
Prize for Human Rights Education was 
awarded to Professor Vitit Muntarbhorn, 
Professor of Law at Chulalongkorn 
University, Bangkok. The prestigious 
award is bestowed every two years to 
an institution, organization or person 
who has made a particularly significant 
contribution to the development of human 
rights education. The Director-General 
of UNESCO, Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, 
chaired the award ceremony and 
recognized Professor Vitit as a “world-
renowned scholar who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the promotion 
and protection of human rights.” 

Professor Vitit has authored more than 
1000 publications in the areas of human 
rights in the Asia-Pacific region, child 
rights, women’s rights, refugee law and 
humanitarian law. He has also served as 
a chairperson on the Thai Government’s 
Sub-Committee on the Rights of the Child, 
and as the UN Special Rapporteur on the 
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and 
Child Pornography. In July 2004, he was 
appointed the UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Situation of Human Rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

Professor Vitit has promoted human 
rights education through his teaching, 
and by participating in numerous training 
sessions, seminars and conferences. He 
has also authored several publications 
and developed human rights training 
tools, including board games for children. 
He is widely recognised for his efforts 
in organising legal literacy and human 
rights programmes and trainings for 
rural populations and civil servants.

Four Honourable Mention prizes were also 
awarded at the ceremony to Professor 
Anatoly Azarov, Director of the Moscow 
School of Human Rights; Professor David 
Jan McQuoid-Mason, Professor of Law 
at the University of Natal in South Africa; 
the Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion 
or Belief; and the Peruvian Institute of 
Education in Human Rights and Peace.

The 2004 UNESCO Prize for 

Human Rights Education



Q&A

Interview with  

Molly Lee
By Gordon Johnston and Alida Pham

Appointed in November 2004 as APEID 
Coordinator, Molly Lee plans to explore new areas 
for innovative approaches to education.

With more than 20 years of experience in university teaching and 
research - for the past nine years as an Associate Professor at 
the Science University of Malaysia – Molly’s repertoire includes 
interest in private higher education, ICT use in higher education, 
teacher education, gender studies, globalisation, lifelong learning, 
and cultural diversity. She holds a PhD in Education from Stanford 
University and an MA from the University of London’s Institute 
of Education. Molly has worked in a wide variety of posts in the 
Malaysian education system (including secondary school teaching 
and supervision) and with several higher education networks in Asia. 

How will your experience in Malaysia 
(and elsewhere) apply to your 
new regional responsibilities?

Becoming the APEID Coordinator is 
a very interesting turning point in my 
career. With a background in teaching 
and research at the University of 
Science, Malaysia - where I was for 
over twenty years - I now feel I have 
the opportunity to actually apply a 
hands-on approach to development. 
My previous training in international 
development education (with a multi-
disciplinary approach to education), 
along with my experience in training 
teachers and working with the Ministry, 
have proven to be very useful for my 
work in APEID. This profile seems to 
fit into the framework of APEID, which 
deals with science and technology 
education, technical and vocational 
education, higher education, teacher 
education, and now Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD).

You have been in the post of 
APEID Coordinator for several 
months now. What are your 
impressions, what have you seen? 

We are very much under-resourced. 
APEID is moving into a new direction 
with its main thrust on Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD). It 
is a very exciting new chapter. We 
are doing a fair bit of consolidation to 
continue programme areas such as 
higher education, teacher education, 
technical and vocational education, 
and the mobile training team. But 
even these older programmes 
probably need to be ESD-converted. 

What is your long-term perspective 
on APEID? Where do you see 
APEID heading in the future? 

APEID is a network of networks. These 
networks are spread out in terms of 
Associate Centers, UNEVOC Centers, 
UNESCO Chairs, etc. They are spread 
out in different countries in the region. 
A number of countries are very active in 
APEID work. Japan, Korea, China and 
Australia, for instance, are countries 
with very rich resources, whereas 
others like Laos and Cambodia are 
not in a position to organize many 
activities on their own. The main 
challenge is to get the well-resourced 
countries to collaborate and link up 

APEID is moving into 
a new direction with 

its main thrust on 
Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD). It 
is a very exciting new 

chapter. We are doing a 
fair bit of consolidation 

to continue programme 
areas such as higher 

education, teacher 
education, technical and 

vocational education, and 
the mobile training team.

Photo by Alida Pham and Sirisak Chaiyasook
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INBRIEF

Senior Expert Symposium: Asia-Pacific Creative 
Communities – A Strategy for the 21st Century

In February, in cooperation with the 
United Nations Industrial Develoment 
Organisation (UNIDO), the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, the 
World Bank, the Asian Development 
Bank, and the Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Heritage, UNESCO 
convened a senior expert symposium 
on cultural industries: “Asia-Pacific 
Creative Communities - A Strategy for 
the 21st Century,” in Jodhpur, India. 
Cultural industries have the potential 
to contribute significantly to economic 
growth and, in recent years, the cultural 
industries sector has become one of 
the fastest growing economic sectors 
in industrialized countries. While the 
more developed economies of the 
Asia-Pacific region are beginning to 
experience a comparable trend in 
growth of their creative sectors, the same 
advancement has not occurred in the 
less developed countries of the region. 

The goal of the Jodhpur Symposium was 
to support the creative sector as a key 
driver for socio-economic development 
in the Asia-Pacific region by identifying 
and establishing a policy framework and 

an accompanying action strategy for 
the promotion of cultural industries. A 
key outcome of the Symposium was the 
Jodhpur Consensus, a statement and 
call to action, from which has emerged 
a 10-year Plan of Action consisting 
of proposals for five key technical 
assistance activities. Collectively, these 
activities are referred to as the “Jodhpur 
Initiatives for Promoting Cultural 
Industries in the Asia-Pacific Region.”

Contact: Tristan-Valery Rousset 
E-mail: cultural_industries@unescobkk.org
Website: www.unescobkk.org/ 
culture/cultural_industries 

Cultural Heritage and Cultural Tourism in South Asia

Convened in New Delhi, India, on 16 
January 2005, the “Roundtable on the 
Sustainable Development of Cultural 
Heritage and Cultural Tourism in South 
Asia” brought together representatives 
from Ministries of Tourism and Ministries 
of Culture, as well as related private 
sector organizations, in order to 
strengthen sub-regional and inter-sectoral 
cooperation dialogue. The objective of 
the Roundtable was to identify issues and 
opportunities for sub-regional cooperation 
in the areas of: (1) sustainable tourism 
development within the framework of the 
Asian Development Bank South Asian 
Sub-regional Economic Cooperation 
(ADB SASEC) Tourism Development 
Plan and (2) the UNESCO Regional 
Buddhist Heritage Revival Project. 

Roundtable participants discussed and 
identified platforms for collaboration, 
and made four main recommendations: 

(i) form management committees at key 
heritage sites so as to provide a forum 
for dialogue between stakeholders; (ii) 
provide education and skills in the areas 
of management, business enterprise 
and sustainable development issues 
so as to enable equitable and informed 
participation by stakeholders in this 
forum; (iii) establish cross-sectoral 
mentoring/training programmes so as 
to increase understanding between the 
fields of cultural tourism and cultural 
heritage and improve service provision 
and resource management; and (iv) 
strengthen institutional platforms so 
as to enhance coordination between 
agencies and ensure better management 
and optimal use of resources.

Contact: Montira Horayangura Unakul 
E-mail: h.montira@unescobkk.org 
Website: www.unescobkk.org/culture 

Photo provided by UNESCO Bangkok Culture Unit

with less well-resourced countries 
when organizing their activities and 
programmes. There will have to be a 
transfer of technologies and expertise.

APEID stands for Asia Pacific  
Programme of Educational Innovation 
for Development. You mentioned a 
number of programmes in higher, 
technical and vocational education. 
Do you see a challenge in “marrying” 
the notion of innovation with a 
particular set of programmes?

The concept of innovation has changed. 
In the past, science education and 
technical and vocational education 
were considered to be relatively new 
areas of concern, and there was a need 
to promote education in these areas 
– particularly in developing countries. 
Now APEID has been around for over 
30 years, and these sectors are not 
considered new anymore. There is a 
need for more innovative approaches 
in carrying out programmes in these 
sectors. So we need to maintain 
these programme areas to some 
extent, but meanwhile there are 
new areas of interest, such as ICT, 
ESD and HIV/AIDS. New needs are 
coming in strong and there appears 
to be more funding for these areas of 
work. APEID needs to balance these 
needs and demands between the 
old and the new, and we will have 
to come up with more innovative 
approaches in all areas of education.

The ASPnet is the largest network 
under APEID’s wing. What kind of 
challenges does this pose for you? 

There is such a diverse range of 
countries in this region, many of 
which are very resourceful: Japan, 
Korea, China and even India. What 
kind of schools do they have? What do 
they need? ASPnet schools in these 
countries need innovative ideas, input 
and guidance. These countries’ National 
Commissions have the resources to 
undertake such activities in the ASP 
network. But for poorer countries with a 
lack of resources, innovative ideas are 
not enough. We need to provide them 
with sufficient funding and with the 
necessary resources. So the extent to 
which the ASP network is active varies 
widely from one country to another, and 
we need to be more sensitive to that. 

6 7

mailto:industries@unescobkk.org
http://www.unescobkk.org
mailto:montira@unescobkk.org
http://www.unescobkk.org/culture


Transmissions and Transformations: Learning through the 
Arts in Asia Symposium New Delhi, India, 21-24 March 2005 

INBRIEF

The Asia-Pacific Programme of Education 
for All (APPEAL) has facilitated a visit to 
Thailand for seven Iraqi education officials 
to study and observe selected aspects of 
the Thai non-formal education system. 
Accompanied by UNESCO representatives 
from the Amman, Baghdad and Paris 
offices, the team undertook study visits 
to key institutions that offered a wide 
range of learning opportunities using 
non-formal approaches. Educational 
institutions visited by the team included 
the Ministry of Education, regional NFE 
centres, Sukhothai Thammthirat Open 
University, the Women’s Correction 
Centre and community learning centres. 
The team also visited the Thai National 
Commission for UNESCO, where useful 
discussions were held with the Secretary 
General of the Commission. Apart from 
the discussions, the study team also 

Thirty Craft Products from Southeast Asia Awarded the 
2005 UNESCO/AHPADA Seal of Excellence 

APPEAL Assists Iraqi Team to Learn from Thailand’s NFE Experience
observed several activities related to 
functional literacy, income generation, 
early childhood education, application of 
ICT for literacy and non-formal education. 
In return, the team shared information 
about non-formal education in Iraq.

One afternoon session was held in the 
UNESCO Bangkok Office, where Director 
Sheldon Shaeffer welcomed the team. He 
encouraged them to explore measures 
during their 9-14 March visit for further 
effective cooperation with APPEAL. Team 
members expressed strong interest in 
strategies for integrating the learning of 
income generation skills with basic and 
post-literacy skills. In addition to such 
information, they also received detailed 
information on other activities undertaken 
by UNESCO Bangkok in literacy and non-
formal education, gender and HIV/AIDS. 

Convened jointly by UNESCO and the 
India International Centre Asia Project 
(IIC- Asia Project), the aims of the 
symposium were to explore ways in which 
the arts can be better integrated into 
education in Asia and to discuss plans 
to establish a number of “Arts in Asian 
Education Observatories”: clearinghouses 
of information which will compile, analyze 
and disseminate data on arts education in 
the region. This symposium also prepared 

input for the upcoming “Asian Senior 
Ministers Meeting on Arts Education” to be 
held in Seoul, Korea in November 2005.l

Contact: Ellie Meleisea 
E-mail: e.meleisea@unescobkk.org
Website: www.unescobkk.org/ 
culture/artsineducation

Contact: Rohit Pradhan 
E-mail: r.pradhan@unescobkk.org
Website: www.unescobkk.org/education/appeal

The 2005 UNESCO/AHPADA Seal of 
Excellence (SEAL) awards for outstanding 
handicrafts were announced in a 19 April 
2005 ceremony at the Impact Exhibition 
Centre in Bangkok. Thirty traditional or 
innovative craft products succeeded in 
meeting the rigorous standards of cultural, 
environmental and quality excellence.

This year, an international panel of 
judges evaluated 82 submissions 
from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Viet Nam. The SEAL programme was 
jointly established by UNESCO and 

the ASEAN Handicraft Promotion and 
Development Association (AHPADA) 
in 2000, in order to establish quality 
standards and to enhance international 
awareness of handmade traditional 
and innovative ASEAN handicrafts. It 
is a means of enhancing international 
awareness of ASEAN handicrafts, and 
serves as a quality control mechanism 
and marketing device for the promotion of 
both traditional and innovative crafting. 

Contact: Vanessa Achilles 
E-mail: v.achilles@unescobkk.org
Website: www.unescobkk.org/culture

Photo provided by Rohit Pradhan

Photo provided by UNESCO Bangkok Culture Unit
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Ms. Miki Nozawa
Programme Specialist  
Secondary Education 

Miki is working in 
UNESCO’s Education 
and Policy Reform 
(EPR) Unit on a 
new UNESCO Asia 
Pacific Secondary 
Education Policy and 
Reform Programme 
(2005-2007). Her 

current work assignment includes 
managing activities to conduct 
policy-relevant research on secondary 
education reforms and developing tools 
to assist governments in undertaking 
reviews of this sub-sector. Joining 
UNESCO in 1996, she has also worked 
on youth projects and technical and 
vocational education projects at 
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. 

Contact: m.nozawa@unescobkk.org

Ms. Ju-Hui Lee
Associate Expert in Higher Education 

Before working with 
UNESCO, Ju-Hui 
was attached to the 
Ministry of Education 
& Human Resources 
Development in 
Korea. She will 
work in the APEID 
Unit on ODL 

(Open and Distance Learning) in 
Higher Education for the Asia-Pacific 
Center of Education for International 
Understanding (APCEIU).

Contact: jh.lee@unescobkk.org

Mr. Jeen-Har Choi 
Associate Expert in Higher Education

Choi returns to his 
native South Korea to 
assume once again his 
Ministry of Education 
posting. Over his two 
years with UNESCO 
Bangkok, Choi 
actively contributed 
to a number of Higher 

Education projects, including the Open 
and Distance Learning Knowledge Base 
Project and APEID website maintenance. 
UNESCO Bangkok wishes him well!

AGENDA

6-10 June 2005 
Bangkok, Thailand
Assessment Guidelines  
Writers Workshop
Organized by UNESCO Bangkok, the 
workshop will focus on developing 
guidelines for action to include children 
with disabilities in the education system. 
The manual of guidelines is expected 
to be completed within the year.
Contact: aims@unescobkk.org

13-17 June 2005 
Beijing and Baoding, China
Regional Workshop on Life 
Skills through NFE
Organized by UNESCO Bangkok, 
the Institute for Education, and 
China’s National Committee. 
Contact: r.darunee@unescobkk.org

4-6 July 2005  
Bangkok, Thailand
Regional Seminar on Combating 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
Organized by the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the seminar shall concentrate 
on the role of education and awareness-
raising in combatting racism. During 
Wednesday’s session, UNESCO Bangkok 
will present  “Building a Coalition of Cities 
Against Racism in Asia and the Pacific.”
Contact: d.macer@unescobkk.org or 
muangsiri.unescap@un.org

19-21 September 2005 
Bangkok, Thailand 
Workshop on Gaps between Dreams 
and Practice: Promoting Standards for 
Socio-Cultural Research on the Issues 
of HIV/AIDS and Human Trafficking 

This workshop aims to increase and 
improve the role of social scientists 
in responding to the issues of 
HIV/AIDS and human trafficking 
in the Mekong sub-region.
Contact: Praveena Gunaratnam 
at g.praveena@unescobkk.org or 
tel.: 66 2 3910577 Ext. 112

11-15 September 2005 
Bangkok, Thailand
First UNESCO Bangkok International 
Bioethics Roundtable

Besides bioethics education, evaluation 
of values education, biotechnology and 
ethics, other areas of ethics of science 
and technology and bioethics will be 
discussed. Suggestions for paper topics 
with 300 word abstracts are invited. 
Contact: d.macer@unescobkk.org 

STAFFNEWS

Mr. Nyi Nyi Thaung
Programme Specialist 
Statistical Capacity-Building

Nyi Nyi joined 
the AIMS Unit 
in September 
2004 from the 
UNESCO Institute 
for Statistics 
in Montreal. 
He is mainly 

responsible for statistical capacity-
building activities and programmes 
in the region. Currently, Nyi Nyi is 
involved in the UIS global initiative 
on a project to strengthen national 
statistical capacity-building that is 
being implemented in three Asian 
countries (Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
and Viet Nam). He is also involved 
in developing and strengthening 
EMIS and EFA monitoring systems in 
various South-East Asian countries.

Contact: nn.thaung@unescobkk.org

Mr. L. Efison Munjanganja
Programme Specialist in TVE 

After more than 
six years at APEID, 
Efison has taken up 
new responsibilities 
at the International 
Centre for TVET in 
Bonn, Germany, a 
hub of UNEVOC, 

UNESCO’s International Network of 
Technical and Vocational Education 
Centres. The posting is a natural 
progression for him, given his work in 
developing the UNEVOC network for 
the Asia and Pacific region while at 
UNESCO Bangkok.His responsibilities 
focus on promoting growth and 
development of the network, building 
the capacity of vocational educators 
connected to the network, fostering the 
sharing of best practices, producing 
exemplar training materials, and 
supporting the UNEVOC Centres to 
become veritable focal points in TVET.

Photo provided by Rohit Pradhan
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1010NEWS FROM The Asia-Pacific Programme  
of Educational Innovation  
for Development 

Effective Use of ICT in Teaching and Learning is implementing a project on “ICT and 
Teacher Training” funded by the Japanese 
Funds-in-Trust (JFIT) programme of the 
Government of Japan. The project is being 
carried out in selected countries from 
six sub-regions within the Asia-Pacific 
region, targeting teacher educators 
and master teachers in teacher training 
institutions that provide pre-service and 
in-service teacher training courses. 

Launched in 2003, the project has 
already resulted in the development of 
guidelines, concept papers and a few 
training modules. To further fine-tune 
strategy for implementing the training 
programmes, an expert meeting, “Training 
Modules on the Effective Use of ICT in 
Teaching and Learning,” was held in 
Bangkok during 20-21 January 2005. 
One recommendation from the meeting 
was to use the cascade model of training, 
where a core resource team would train 
groups of national level master trainers in 
the project countries. The groups trained 
in the national level programmes are 
expected to conduct similar activities to 
train more teachers and teacher educators 
within their countries. This model has the 
advantage of learning from experience 
and carrying forward the lessons 
learned to the next training programme. 
Following this strategy, the first national 
training programme is set to be held 
in Malaysia during 6-10 June 2005. 

Teachers, teacher educators and 
education policy makers are central forces 
in tapping the learning opportunities 
created by the introduction of information 
and communication technologies (ICTs). 
They hold the key to how teaching-

learning takes place in schools and 
communities. Consequently, capacity-
building of teachers and other facilitators 
to genuinely integrate ICTs in the teaching-
learning process needs attention. To 
address this issue, UNESCO Bangkok 

The Asia-Pacific Programme of Educational Innovation for 
Development (APEID) in the 7th Programme (2002-2007) cycle 
has evolved into a network of Associated Centres, UNITWIN/
UNESCO Chairs, UNEVOC, ASPnet and APNIEVE. Since its 
official launch in 1973, APEID has completed six programme 
cycles of service to the region’s Member States. The basic 
tenets under which APEID was established still remain relevant, 
especially in respect to the way APEID understands Member 
States’ needs, identifies priorities, implements strategies and 
delivers relevant services in partnership with its constituents. 

APEID’s major objective of stimulating educational development 
for innovation has borne a multitude of activities. As a 
regional co-operative programme focusing on post-primary 
education, it has been contributing to Education for All (EFA) 
as a top priority of UNESCO and its Member States. Through 
the Japanese Funds-in-Trust-supported project on teacher 
training and professional development in technology-pedagogy 
integration, APEID has linked its programme activities closely 
to the EFA goal of overall improvement in education quality. 
Indeed, APEID programme actions have been promoting 
expansion, diversification and quality improvement in support 
of national socio-economic development. APEID’s science-
technology education has always included scientific literacy Molly Lee 

APEID Coordinator

2000 and promoted integrated science in basic education. Its 
work in Technical-Vocational Education has contributed to life 
skills training and non-formal education of the region’s youth 
and adults. Higher education and distance education activities 
undertaken by APEID, such as the ODL knowledge base, the 
Regional Convention for Recognition of Qualifications, and 
the Global University Network for Innovation: Asia and the 
Pacific (GUNI-AP), in one way or another have contributed 
to EFA goals, as broadly defined in the Dakar Framework 
of Action, through research and policy debate. Activities 
in the area of education for sustainable development have 
been contributing to Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development goals. APEID has also assisted in re-orienting  
ASPnet as a global network for promoting quality education.

Obviously, a lot of activities are going on in the Member States, in 
associated centres and with other partners. Some of the recent 
activities and forthcoming events are reported in this section. 

Photo provided by ICT in Education Unit
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This project also recognizes that in recent 
years there have been numerous efforts 
and resources directed at improving 
teachers’ competence and confidence 
in using ICT effectively in classroom 
teaching and learning. Several Ministries 
of Education are developing policies 
on ICT in Education and running 
in-service programmes for practicing 
teachers; teacher-training institutes are 
incorporating ICT education in their 
pre-service programmes; many schools 
are organizing in-house school-based 
training for their teachers; and an 
increasing number of private providers 
are developing ICT training materials 
and courses for teachers. To discuss 
methods for collaboration, a meeting 
will take place from 9-10 May 2005 
at UNESCO Bangkok. The meeting is 
expected to result in better cooperation 
among the key players to make better 
use of the various resources available.

Contact: Cédric Wachholz
E-mail: c.wachholz@unescobkk.org 

Consultative Meeting on UNESCO 
Chair in Teacher Education

Japan and the U.S.A. Mr Du Yue, Vice 
Secretary-General of China’s National 
Commission for UNESCO, Prof. Wang 
Jianpan, President of ECNU, Mr Zhang 
Minxuan, Vice-Director of the Shanghai 
Municipal Educational Commission, and 
other educational leaders participated 
in the meeting. The experts exchanged 
information and experiences in UNESCO 
UNITWIN/Chair programmes. They also 
explored strategies for inter-university 
and international cooperation in Teacher 
Education, and its reform. A preliminary 
work plan for ECNU’s UNESCO UNITWIN/
Chair Programme was developed for 
national, regional and international 
cooperation in Teacher Education. 

Contact: Molly Lee
E-mail: m.lee@unescobkk.org

NEWS FROM APEID

UNESCO and East China Normal 
University (ECNU) co-signed an 
agreement concerning the establishment 
of a UNESCO Chair in Teacher Education 
on 22 November 2004. To promote the 
related activities of this Chair, ECNU 
has recently set up an International 
Center of Teacher Education. Dr. Zhou 
Nan-Zhao, former APEID Coordinator 
and Senior Programme Specialist, was 
appointed as the Center’s Director.

For the launching of the UNESCO 
Chair in Teacher Education at ECNU, 
an “Experts Consultative Meeting on 
UNESCO Chair in Teacher Education” 
was co-sponsored by UNESCO-APEID 
Associated Center and the International 
Center of Teacher Education at ECNU on 
18 January 2005. Participants included 
experts from institutions in China, 

Academic Mobility 
Convention Set to 
Get “Facelift”
Facilitating academic mobility and 
recognition of qualifications among 
Member States is one of UNESCO 
Bangkok’s priority areas, and the UNESCO 
Regional Convention on the Recognition of 
Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher 
Education in Asia and the Pacific is an 
important legal instrument for negotiation 
of this academic mobility. Thus far, the 
Regional Convention has been ratified by 
20 state parties. The Regional Committee, 
with elected members coming from 
Convention signatories, is responsible 
for the agreement’s application, while 
APEID acts as the Secretariat. In order 
to monitor progress and plan further 
strategy, the Regional Committee holds 
regular meetings for Member States. 
The forthcoming eighth meeting is going 
to be an especially important one in the 
history of the Asia-Pacific Convention.

The Eighth Session of the Regional 
Committee will be held from 24-25 
May 2005, and hosted by the Chinese 
National Commission for UNESCO at 

Kunming City, Yunnan Province, People’s 
Republic of China. The meeting will 
be held in conjunction with a seminar 
on the “Establishment of Cross-Border 
Assessment Mechanisms.” The general 
objective of the Eighth Session is to 
examine reports on the progress made 
and the obstacles encountered by 

signatories during the last two years since 
the last session, which was in Perth, 
Australia. In particular, the specific focus 
of this meeting will be on historic revisions 
required in the Convention to address new 
challenges and issues facing the region. 

Photo provided by the UNESCO-APEID Associated Center at East China Normal University, Shanghai
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Adopted at Bangkok on the 16 December 
1983, Convention signatories would 
like to update the agreement with more 
specificity. UNESCO Conventions such 
as the Lisbon Recognition Convention 
and MEDA Convention are more specific, 
and the Lisbon Convention has been 
further revised to include sections on 
how ratifying states should go about 
implementing its provisions. APEID shall 
hope to build on these lessons as it assists 
in preparations for the Convention’s Eighth 
Session “facelift.” (For more information: 
www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id=12 and 
www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id=1249)

Contact: Stella Antony
E-mail: a.stella@unescobkk.org

Review of National Learning and Skills Policies 
on Technical and Vocational Education 

Congress on Technical and Vocational 
Education (TVE) held in Seoul, Korea 
in 1999, the Congress urged enhanced 
collaboration between the two agencies. 
Since then, closer linkages and 
collaboration have, indeed, been forged. 
UNESCO’s programme for 2004-
2005 is indicative of this cooperation, 
making specific reference to the ILO 
as a partner for activities that review 
national learning and skills policy. 

This joint initiative is also a response 
to the observation that there is little 
cooperation between departments 
responsible for vocational education 
and training in the relevant Ministries of 
Education and Labour in South-East Asia. 
Improving coordination and cooperation 
between relevant national bodies, the 
private sector, and other stakeholders 
will, thus, make it possible to have a 
greater concentration and sharing of 
resources to promote harmonization of 
national learning and skills policies. 

In order to contribute towards this 
process of reform and as preparation 
for the February meeting, the ILO and 
UNESCO reviewed national policies and 
practices on learning and skill training 
in selected South-East Asian countries. 
A workshop, held in September 2004, 
explained and discussed methodologies 
and a framework for the selected countries 
to undertake their national reviews. 

As a result, the February 2005 meeting 
effectively facilitated sharing of cooperative 
experiences between Departments 
of Vocational Training in Ministries of 
Education and Labour. It also helped 
them to reflect on lessons learned. 
As an outcome of the discussions, 
strategies and possible mechanisms for 
harmonizing VET policies were identified. 
The participants also developed a set 
of recommendations for the countries 
to consider. It is hoped that the joint 
exercise, its outcome and further follow-up 
will expand and deepen appreciation for 
how the development of national learning 
programmes can be done effectively and, 
more importantly, be the joint business of 
education authorities and their partners.

Contact: Molly Lee
E-mail: m.lee@unescobkk.org

UNESCO Bangkok, the ILO Sub-regional 
Office for East Asia (SRO-Bangkok) and 
ILO Asian and Pacific Skill Development 
Programme (APSDEP) jointly organized 
an expert meeting to review national 
learning and skills policies. The meeting 
aimed at developing guidelines and 
recommendations based on reports 
prepared by a number of the region’s 
Ministries of Education and Ministries 
of Labour in order to standardize future 
development of education/training policies 
and programmes. The outcome of this 
meeting, held during 8-10 February in 
Bangkok, underscores the importance 
of UNESCO-ILO cooperation.

UNESCO and ILO have for years joined 
hands in matters of education and 
training. In the Second International 

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 
(DESD) in Asia-Pacific Regional Strategy for DESD 
Effective strategies for sustainable development are those for which stakeholders 
take ownership. To enhance ownership during the Decade by encouraging early 
consultation of, and contributions from, various stakeholders - including international 
agencies, governments, the media, private sector and civil society - UNESCO Bangkok 
organized a regional workshop from 1-3 February 2005. The regional strategy drafted 
during this workshop is intended to be an open document that will be adaptable to 
the changing needs of the Decade (2005-2014). Outlining UNESCO’s approach to the 
implementation of the DESD in the Asia-Pacific region will facilitate the strengthening 
of regional Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) networks, partnerships and 
programmes. Further, it will enable stakeholders across all sectors to better coordinate 
their ESD activities in order to generate programmes and initiatives that meaningfully 
contribute to the advancement of ESD in the region, rather than duplicate efforts. 

Contact: Derek Elias
E-mail: d.elias@unescobkk.org

NEWS FROM APEID

Regional Committee 
From page 11 

Photo provided by Alida Pham

http://www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id=12
http://www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id=1249
mailto:stella@unescobkk.org
mailto:lee@unescobkk.org
mailto:elias@unescobkk.org


1212 13

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Network for 
International Education and Values 
(APNIEVE), in partnership with the 
UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre 
for Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training, has published a sourcebook 
for trainers and students involved in 
technical and vocational education 
and training. Third in the series of 
such sourcebooks, this January 2005 
publication combines the special interest 
and focus of both these organizations. 

Established in 1995 as a network of 
individual and institutional members from 
both government and non-government 
sectors, APNIEVE strives to promote 
and develop international education and 
values education for peace, human rights, 
democracy and sustainable development 
through inter-country cooperation among 
individuals and institutions working in 
these fields. The UNESCO-UNEVOC 
International Centre is UNESCO’s 
specialized centre for technical and 
vocational education and training (TVET). 
From its location in Bonn, Germany, it 
serves UNESCO Member States worldwide 
to develop and strengthen TVET. It focuses 
on meeting the needs of developing 
countries, countries in transition and those 
in a post-conflict situation, especially 
youth, females, and the disadvantaged. 

The new sourcebook focuses on 
inculcating a value orientation in TVET. 

Learning to Do....Sourcebook on Values for Learning and Working Together

Regional Seminar on the Implications of 
WTO/GATS on Higher Education

NEWS FROM APEID

National launch of DESD
New Zealand is the first country in the Asia-
Pacific region to hold a national DESD launch. 
Closely following the international launch on 
1 March 2005, New Zealand’s launch took 
place on 5 March at the Trusts Stadium, 
Waitakere in conjunction with the ECOSHOW.

Contact: Lucy Hargreaves
E-mail: l.hargreaves@unescobkk.org

Photo provided by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO

The ongoing debate about the World Trade 
Organization’s General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (WTO/GATS) framework 
brings out conflicting views about cross-
border education (CBE) the world over. 
It has emerged as a very important issue 
for the Asia-Pacific region, with its many 
developing economies. As countries in the 
region are confronted with the challenges 
of trade in higher education, safeguarding 
education as a public responsibility has 
become a relevant topic of discussion.

With these considerations in mind, the 
UNESCO Division of Higher Education 
(represented by the Forum on Higher 
Education, Research and Knowledge and 
by the Section for Reform, Innovation 
and Quality Assurance) and the Korean 
National Commission for UNESCO took 

the initiative, in cooperation with the 
Korean Educational Development Institute 
and the Korean Council for University 
Education, to organize the “Regional 
Seminar on the Implications of WTO/GATS 
on Higher Education in Asia and the 
Pacific.” The seminar was held from 
27-29 April 2005 in Seoul, South Korea.

The purpose of the seminar was to 
identify the implications of WTO/GATS for 
higher education on the one side, and to 
reaffirm the importance of cooperation 
between all major stakeholders on the 
other. To prepare the Member States 
for discussions, a preparatory expert 
meeting was organized in New Delhi 
during 8-10 December 2004, where 
participants expressed the need to 
develop an action plan on this issue. As 

a follow-up, the Seoul meeting enabled 
Member States to agree on a focused 
plan of action to respond to WTO/GATS-
related challenges. It also made Member 
States realize the necessity of launching 
a capacity-building exercise for quality 
assurance at regional and national levels 
to strengthen policies and regulatory 
frameworks in higher education.

Contact: Ju-Hui Lee  
E-mail: jh.lee@unescobkk.org

genuine and lasting culture of peace for the 
just and sustainable development of their 
community, country, region and the world.”

Contact: Molly Lee
E-mail: m.lee@unescobkk.org

Entitled Learning to Do: Values for 
Learning and Working Together in 
a Globalised World, the sourcebook 
presents an integrated approach to 
incorporating eight core values into 
technical and vocational education and 
training: human dignity and dignity of 
labour; health and harmony with nature; 
truth and wisdom; love and compassion; 
creativity; peace and justice; sustainable 
development; national unity and global 
solidarity; and global spirituality. The 
book includes 35 modules that provide 
lesson plans for educators, students and 
trainers, and which may be adapted to 
different learning styles and needs.

The sourcebook focuses on the 
importance of teaching values, so 
necessary for learning and working 
together in a globalised world. It draws 
on and operationalizes ideas contained 
in the report to UNESCO of the 
Independent International Commission 
on Education for the Twenty-First 
Century, Learning: The Treasure Within.

In the words of Dr.Rupert Maclean, 
Director of the UNESCO-UNEVOC 
Centre, “All those who are involved in the 
development of this sourcebook hope that 
it will assist young people in the Asia-
Pacific region to fully realize their creative 
potential and capacities so they may 
assume leadership roles in their chosen 
vocation and, in so doing, contribute to a 

Photo provided by the New Zealand National 
Commission for UNESCO / Hayden Montgomerie

Students from Western Heights Primary 
School, an ASPnet School, present a 
play about DESD’s six principles.

mailto:hargreaves@unescobkk.org
mailto:lee@unescobkk.org
mailto:lee@unescobkk.org


1414

Providing Education to Girls from 
Remote and Rural Areas

The Dakar Framework 
for Action calls on the 
world community to find 
appropriate strategies for 
educating underserved 
groups and those 
children, particularly 
girls, who live under 
difficult circumstances. To 
achieve this EFA goal, one 
approach that countries 

might consider is the use of boarding schools. This 
policy brief documents how boarding schools have 
been used in a wide range of countries from different 
regions of the world in order to ensure access to 
education for children, especially girls, who might 
otherwise be deprived of it. The brief discusses both 
the advantages and disadvantages of this educational 
strategy. Finally, it provides useful hints for maximizing 
the effectiveness of the boarding school approach.

Authors: Frances Cosstick and Min B. Bista 
Contact: gender@unescobkk.org 

Mousepad: Everyone Has the 
Right to Education

UNESCO Bangkok has 
produced a mousepad 
to increase awareness 
of the right to 
education. It contains 
the Office of the 
High Commissioner 
for Human 

Rights official translation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights Article 26, 
“Everyone has the right to education,” into 39 
major languages in the Asia-Pacific region.

Contact: o.sandkull@unescobkk.org

Report on the Final Workshop for the 
Establishment of the Greater Mekong 
Sub-regional Virtual University 

A final report on the 
pre-pilot phase of the 
Greater Mekong Sub-
regional Virtual University 
project, co-organized by 
UNESCO, SEAMEO RIHED 
and the Asian Institute 
of Technology (AIT). 
The document contains 
reports from participating 
universities on the modules 
under their responsibility. 

Presentation slides are also annexed to the report.

Contact: c.lapapan@unescobkk.org 
For pdf publication: www.unescobkk.
org/index.php?id=941

Cultural Tourism 
From page 3 

 

ADB/UNESCO Roundtable

In this regard, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) and UNESCO convened 
the roundtable, Sustainable 
Development of Cultural Heritage and 
Cultural Tourism in South Asia, in 
New Delhi, India on 16 January 2005. 
The objectives of the roundtable were 
to: (i) strengthen sub-regional and 
inter-sectoral cooperation dialogue 
by bringing together representatives 
from Ministries of Tourism, Ministries 
of Culture, and related private 
sector organizations; and (ii) identify 
issues and opportunities for sub-
regional cooperation in the areas of 
sustainable tourism development 
within the framework of the ADB 
SASEC Tourism Development Plan 
(TDP) and the UNESCO regional 
Buddhist heritage revival project. 

During the meeting, participants 
divided into three sub-groups to 
discuss and identify platforms for 
collaboration. The three sub-groups 
reflected three tiers of human resource 
development and capacity-building, 
as follows: (i) Local Empowerment; (ii) 
Knowledge Resources; and (iii) Policies 
for Coordination between Tourism and 
Heritage Development. Each sub-
group was asked to map stakeholders 
and to identify current problems, 
institutional platforms needed for 
ensuring collaboration between 
tourism and heritage development, 
and specific activities linked with 

TDP priorities, including human 
resource development projects. The 
Roundtable participants suggested a 
range of strategies for identifying priority 
pilot projects, and made four main 
recommendations, as outlined below.

Recommendations

In response to the existing situation 
at heritage sites, characterized by 
limited involvement in decision-making 
by local stakeholders and a lack of 
understanding between various layers of 
stakeholders, the first recommendation 
was that management committees 
should be formed at key heritage 
sites in order to provide a forum for 
dialogue. The second recommendation 
was that education and skills in 
management, business enterprise 
and sustainable development should 
be provided to enable equitable and 
informed participation by stakeholders 
in this forum. In addition to improving 
understanding between groups, such 
an educational framework would 
lead to better promotion, marketing 
and management of heritage tourism 
sites by raising awareness of the links 
between conservation and tourism 
among both tourists and local residents.

Recognizing the lack of information-
sharing between those involved in 
cultural tourism and cultural heritage, 
the third recommendation was that 
cross-sectoral mentoring/training 
programmes be established, including 
training in management skills, so as 
to increase understanding between 
the two fields and improve service 
provision and resource management.

Given the ad hoc and inappropriate 
provision of social/physical 
infrastructure, services and 
skills development, the fourth 
recommendation was that governments 
work towards strengthening institutional 
platforms and raising awareness 
about the importance of cultural 
assets. By strengthening institutional 
platforms and providing options for 
sustainably developing cultural assets, 
coordination between agencies would 
be enhanced, policy planning improved 
and clear work management plans 
developed, thereby ensuring better 
management of heritage tourism sites 
and the optimal use of resources.

mailto:gender@unescobkk.org
mailto:sandkull@unescobkk.org
mailto:lapapan@unescobkk.org
http://www.unescobkk
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Policy Options for Student Loan Schemes: 
Lessons from Five Asian Case Studies

The sixth in a series of studies from 
UNESCO’s Education Policy and Reform 
Unit, Policy Options for Student Loan 
Schemes: Lessons from Five Asian 
Case Studies makes a comparative 
review of the preceding five case 
studies undertaken in Asia, including 
PR China, Hong Kong SAR China, the 
Republic of Korea, the Philippines and 
Thailand.  It assesses the lessons learned 
for national policy design and reform 
from the regional comparative review, 

and provides a broad canvas of practices and experience in 
organization, funding, financial viability and targeting. An analysis of 
the strengths and weaknesses of each scheme is also examined. 

Author: Adrian Ziderman 
Contact: d.altner@unescobkk.org

Adolescence Education Newsletter (AEN)

A biannual publication highlighting 
country and regional news on adolescent 
reproductive and sexual health (ARSH) 
resources and research, as well as 
policy and programmatic good practices 
serving stakeholders in Asia and the 
Pacific region. Volume 7, No. 2, presents 
a special feature on the application 
of community-based reproductive 
health approaches in Myanmar.

Contact: f.roque@unescobkk.org 
Website: www.unescobkk.org/arsh

A Scorecard on Gender Equality and Girls’ 
Education in Asia: 1990 – 2000

Existing measures for access to and 
efficiency in the school system are very 
limited as measures of gender equality, 
even though there have been marked 
improvements in sex-disaggregated 
data. These access and retention 
measures cannot, in their raw form, 
point to a wider understanding of gender 
equality in schooling nor, as a result, 
in education more generally. Thus, the 
idea for developing a scorecard that 
weighs enrolment, participation and 

survival into adulthood originated from concern over the need 
to find a publicly accountable measure that could distil some 
general components of human flourishing linked to education and 
schooling. This briefing reports on results derived from applying 
to Asian countries a methodology used by the Beyond Access 
project for measuring gender equality in schooling and education. 

Authors: Elaine Unterhalter, Rajee Rajagopalan and Chloe Challender 
Contact: gender@unescobkk.org 

Selected recent publications and other resource materials. For a full list, visit www.unescobkk.org/e-library/publications

Exploring and Understanding Gender in 
Education: A Qualitative Manual for Education 
Practitioners and Gender Focal Points

What knowledge and tools are needed to 
undertake qualitative research to promote 
gender equality in the classroom, school or 
in the education system? This manual gives 
readers knowledge and practical guidance 
to begin exploring and understanding 
gender disparities in education, their 
causes, and the ways in which they 
can be overcome. The content of the 
manual ranges from an explanation of the 
gender analysis processes to highlighting 
ethical considerations in qualitative 

research. The manual will be adapted and translated to 
local languages and contexts in selected countries. 

Contact: gender@unescobkk.org 
Wetsite: www.unescobkk.org/ips/ebooks/latest.html  

State-of-the-Art Teacher Training Manual to 
Reduce HIV Vulnerability of Students

A unique teacher training manual, Reducing 
HIV/AIDS Vulnerability Among Students in 
the School Setting was produced through 
a regional evaluatory process of teacher 
training needs in HIV education. The 
maual, which has benefited from reviews 
by several experts in the region, aims to 
equip teachers with knowledge and methods 
for teaching about HIV/AIDS and related 
health topics. It includes many group 
activities, ensuring the topic is dealt with in 
a student-centred manner with a minimum 

of lectures and a maximum focus on strengthening basic life skills 
that can help reduce young people’s vulnerability to HIV/AIDS.

The manual will be adapted for use in 13 countries in the Asia-
Pacific region. Links will be ensured to existing teaching-learning 
materials developed by Ministries of Education or by other 
organizations. This teacher training project is funded mainly by 
Japanese Funds-in-Trust (JFIT), as well as by UNAIDS UBW.

Contact: j.wijngaarden@unescobkk.org 
website: www2.unescobkk.org/elib/publications/
hiv_aids_manual/index.htm 

2005 ESD Diary

The 2005 Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) Diary was designed to 
promote awareness of ESD and celebrate the 
first year of the Decade of ESD (2005 – 2014) 
in the Asia-Pacific region. The Decade 
provides an opportunity to focus effort on 
the widespread global implementation of 
ESD. The 2005 Diary features images from 
ESD projects throughout the region, as 
well as information about the ESD concept 
and implementation of the Decade.

Contact: esd@unescobkk.org

RESOURCE MATERIALS
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Highland Children’s Education Project: A Pilot 
Project on Bilingual Education in Cambodia

Collecting and documenting tools and 
techniques for the use of bilingual education/
mother tongue teaching are important to 
planning and providing quality education 
programmes for ethnic minority children. 
UNESCO and CARE International in 
Cambodia have joined forces to record one 
such undertaking, the Highland Children’s 
Education Project (HCEP). This publication 
documents the model of bilingual primary 
education provided for the Tampuen 
and Kreung ethnic minority groups in six 

remote villages of Cambodia’s northeastern Ratanakiri Province. 

Author: Jorn Middelborg  
Contact: gender@unescobkk.org

World Heritage in Young Southeast Asian Hands: Introducing 
the Arts for Teaching on the Historic Environment

As part of the World Heritage Education Project, 
a series of forums and training workshops 
have been held in Asia over the past eleven 
years. This publication is a report of the second 
Southeast-Asian workshop, held in Vigan, 
Philippines, which focused on the “Art and 
the Historic Environment” approach: Using 
the creative arts as a tool for learning about 
the historic environment. The report provides 
information about this approach, and contains 
the Heritage Education Art (HEart) Activity 
Sheets created by workshop participants. 

Contact: culture@unescobkk.org 
Website: www.unescobkk.org/culture

Integrating ICTs into the Curriculum: Analytical 
Catalogue of Key Publications

This catalogue contains a range of 
resources in the form of books, CD-
ROMs, online publications, websites 
and articles from e-journals that aim 
to provide teachers, school managers, 
curriculum developers and administrators 
with guidelines/strategies for integrating 
ICTs effectively into education.

The catalogue is divided into six sections, each with a particular focus 
area. The materials have been purposefully gathered from a range 
of sources to provide as broad a perspective on the various issues 
as possible. Websites and publications from government agencies 
and departments of education are featured, as are respected online 
educational journals and case studies from regional and national schools.

Contact: c.wachholz@unescobkk.org
Website: www.unescobkk.org/index.php?id=2490
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 The IT Princess

Thailand’s beloved Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn has been strident in 
her dedication to many development 
initiatives throughout the years. The IT 
Princess: Her Royal Highness Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn looks at one 
area of her activities that are, perhaps, 
not so well publicized – her valuable 
accomplishments in promoting information 
technology. Based on an original Thai-
version text, this publication bears testimony 
to the boundless array of educational 

development projects under the Princess’ tutelage which use 
information technology to improve the quality of life in Thailand. 

Contact: s.tinsiri@unescobkk.org

Information Communication Technologies (ICTs)

The first of its kind for UNESCO, this 
publication provides information about 
using information communication 
technologies (ICTs) in non-formal education 
programmes for community empowerment. 
It highlights experiences using radio, 
load speakers, computers, CDs, video 
and digital cameras. It also includes 
lessons learnt, as well as a synthesis 
of experiences from the four countries 
documented: Lao PDR, Sri Lanka, Thailand 

and Uzbekistan. As a bonus, the book provides findings from a June 
2004 regional workshop on the subject that took place in Lao PDR. 

Contact: r.darunee@unescobkk.org  
Watch our website in mid-May for posting of this document! 

Final Report from the Regional Workshop 
on Inclusive Education 

It’s been ten years since the Salamanca 
World Conference on Special Needs 
Education adopted the principle of inclusive 
education, yet, what progress has been 
made? The final report from the Regional 
Workshop on Inclusive Education: Getting 
All Children into School and Helping 
and Helping Them Learn is UNESCO 
Bangkok’s first publication to make such a 
review. The publication spotlights inclusive 
education concepts, useful resource 
materials, and application examples 

underway in the region. In addition to serving as documentation 
of meeting proceedings, this report offers a collection of highly 
important presentations devoted to inclusive education themes: 
legislation and policy, teacher training, curriculum development, local 
capacity-building, developing inclusive education systems, exploring 
the linkages with the Education for All framework, and more. 

Contact: o.sandkull@unescobkk.org 
Webite: www.unescobkk.org/education/appeal

RESOURCE MATERIALS
Selected recent publications and other resource materials. For a full list, visit www.unescobkk.org/e-library/publications
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