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Towards A Corruption Free India: Role Of Individuals, Educational Institutions And Businesses 

 

 

 

                  Corruption is like that disease which has a cure like an injection but people 

themselves are afraid of taking it. And for some it’s like that drug which they love to take again 

and again. Corruption has grown to be an inseparable part of the system. 

                  Firstly, what does this corruption means?? Then according to the standard definition 

we define it as follows: In philosophical, theological or moral discussions, corruption is spiritual 

or moral impurity or deviation from an ideal. Whereas in economical discussions, corruption is 

payment for services or material which the recipient is not due, under law. No matter what, 

corruption in any case is a threat to humanity and its normal functioning. 

                Generally we talk of corruption in our economy but it is a result of corruption of our 

own thoughts, our own mindset and hence, result of our own spiritual corruption. Corruption is 

generally given names as bribery, kickback and also in our own country as Baksheesh. 

Nevertheless, as baksheesh means a gift or an incentive given for good work and as good work is 

obviously not bad, so corruption is not considered as bad by many. And it goes with this fact that 

corruption has grown to such an extent in our country. 

                   These days everyone talks of corruption in public life, without realizing that 

corruption in public life is but a reflection of corruption in private life. It is an affliction of the 

individuals; but it is a highly contagious disease that spreads from one to the other till a whole 
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group, community or nation, as a whole becomes contaminated. Corruption is as old as power- 

monarchial, dictatorial or democratic. As Lord Acton remarked,” power tends to corrupt and 

absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Corruption in India stems from the basic roots of life; it has 

with the passage of time, become a convention, a tradition, as psychological need and necessity 

so to any. There is no time in history when corruption does not show its dominant influence. 

                  For the first hand information on bribery and corruption in public life in early times, 

we have to turn to Smriti texts, kautalyas arthashastra and later Sanskrit texts and historical 

works which frequently refer to this practice. At several point, Mahabharata and Ramayana says 

that the kind would do well to appoint greedy and unwise persons to posts concerning economic 

affairs because such persons would always harass the subjects, exploit them by extracting money 

from them and thereby causing ruination to the state. Ashoka also seemed to have been aware of 

the dangerous maneuvers of these officials as is evident from his inscriptions in which he 

advised his ministers not to harass the subjects. All this, without doubt, shows that in the field of 

administration, things were not very different from what they are today. 

 

                    It is like that fatal disease which kills a person at once mentally but the body loses 

slowly. It is like a slow poison or like venom of the python. More specifically it’s an anaconda 

which kills slowly by gripping its prey so tight that there is no escape from the dead. 

                      Annoyingly, corruption has grown so much that it is classified these days. This 

classification is done on the basis of the levels of its operation. One is the corruption at a low 

level such as small social bodies, small government offices and officials do it for the sake of 

money rather more money. Other is the corruption at a larger level such as nationwide 
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corruption. Entire countries all government and non government, private offices are caught in the 

menace of corruption. Right from a small town government office to the Indian parliament, 

everyone practices corruption. As I said before, everyone knows that corruption is a threat, 

knows how hazardous it can be if one gets caught but still we by ourselves are not ready to stop 

it when its control is in our hands. Seriously, what else can be more annoying, more devastating, 

and more hazardous? Definitely losing to others is hurting, but losing to oneself!!!! Then nothing 

remains!!! Shame on our society!!!Shame on our government!! And more than this shame on 

us!!!! We’ve become cowards, we’ve become puppets where someone else has our strings and 

we are dancing on their tunes. 

                        There is a saying, ‘charity begins at home’. So if we wish to do something, then 

we must change ourselves. Then some of you might say that, ‘I m not corrupt, I have not done 

anything wrong till now.’ If this is the case then you are wrong because somewhere, directly or 

indirectly, intentionally or may be unintentionally, may be for something good or for helping 

someone needy, may be very insignificant that you don’t even remember it , but you have 

contributed unwantingly. Every single person in our country is corrupt, even I m corrupt and I 

accept it. Even the hardest person who is against corruption kneels down at least once. It is not 

what we actually wish to do but sadly it is what we actually do. Let me give you my own 

example. Corruption, we talk of is mostly seen in the government offices. I once went to a RTO 

office for the purpose of making a driving license. And I bet you it is the most corrupt place at 

least in my city. As soon as you enter the office campus, hundreds of brokers, agents you’ll see 

who attack you to convince you of getting the work done easily. Something similar obviously 

happened with me. I entered and every single agent came to convince that he would do it and 

guarantee me of getting the work done. however I passed  all the agents without showing any of 
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my concern and went straight to the enquiry window. I enquired about the procedure and thanked 

the person over there. As soon as I turned, again another agent caught me and again the same..bla 

bla bla!!!!!!!!!! I refused again. This was not shocking but what I saw then was shocking. That 

agent went straight to the person at the enquiry counter and started chit chatting. That agent also 

shouted at that official for not sending me to him. This was my second shock of the day. First 

was when I entered and saw police vans and agents sitting inside it. Its really a question to 

wonder that how can public servants work against the public welfare. Nevertheless, I was 

surprised but still determined enough of not giving anything to agents and doing my work by 

myself. So I filled up the form, got all the documents ready and went to the inspection officer. 

First time, I was unaware about the type of questions they ask and still whatever information I 

was able to gather on spot I did and went to the officer. I answered some but couldn’t give all the 

answers and so I was rejected. But I was still satisfied. And one thing, those people who went 

through agents, they easily cleared out. The police officer either didn’t ask questions or if 

someone couldn’t answer, still this application was accepted. That did hurt me. So I can after 

some days and this time with good enough preparation. Again did everything on my own. This 

time I was able to answer most of the questions, but I felt that because I did not take any agents 

help, that officer questioned me till the time I got incorrect answer and I was rejected. I 

complained to higher officials about this at the RTO but nothing happened and so I lost. Next 

time I took agents help gave him extra money and my work was done this time. This was when I 

first contributed to corruption and understood well that our country works only on corruption. 

                           Yeah! The show must go on!!! It is said but this show on corruption mustn’t. it 

has to end and it must. But the question is how? What are we going to do stop it ? and more 

importantly when was we going to start? 
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                            Have you ever thought why this starts how it started and why is it increasing so 

much that it has engulped our entire nation. So the reason is money!!!! And only money!!! 

                            It is money that all we need. We all have grown materialistic these days. That is 

why we forget our values and so towards materialistic things. And for this we need money to buy 

such things, to carry on our living to live nicely and luxuriously! 

                           Corruption exists right from the grass root level. We’ve been hearing of news 

saying that right from a peon of an office to the prime minister, everyone is corrupted. And this 

only explains us that everyone in this country is hungry for money. After all why people are 

forced to take bribes or are forced to even ask for bribes. This is just because the salary that they 

get, the pay that these people are paid for their duties is not enough to meet their daily needs. 

Some people don’t want but they do because of this lack of money, low salary, low wages, less 

or no incentives. 

                            Actually, corruption is mostly seen in government sector rather in private 

sector. Private sector has more monetary gains, more money as compared to the government 

ones. Now as normal humans psychology government servants starts comparing their lifestyle 

with those of the people from private sector. Obviously common man wants more, his needs and 

desires increase. Satisfaction in what he has becomes an abstract thought. And this thinking does 

not exist only on the poor and middle class but also amongst higher government officials. Thus 

greed of the people and hence the demand of money i.e. more bribe increases from lower level t 

higher level. 

                          So who wishes to end corruption? Who are the people who can make effort in 

ending corruption? Answer to these two questions is that there is difference between people who 
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wish and people who make efforts. There are many almost all who wish to end up corruption. 

But those who make efforts are those brave people who don’t give much impportance to money, 

who are satisfied with what they have, who stand on their values both moral and ethical, who 

arre not afraid of everyone, who don’t get suppressed by the system, who are not even afraid to 

die. And if such people don’t come forward and make efforts then corruption free India is a 

distant and next to impossible dream. So there is a need of such brave people to take lead and 

motivate others to value what is right and correct rather than craving for money and materialistic 

things. 

                           The problem that our country faces is the lack of enthusiasm, lack of 

encouragement, lack of valuable thoughts in the youth. Youth is the said to be the backbone of 

any nation. If the youth of our country change their thoughts and rather than giving priority to 

money and luxurious life, if they strive for their country, its development in the real sense, its 

then that our nation has a chance to eliminate corruption slowly otherwise the day is not far when 

the left ones will surrender them to corruption and its consequences will be witnessed by all. 

                           Let me give you another example of a youngster who is so determined in his 

will to fight against corruption. So there is a person who is intelligent enough and through his 

intelligence he has achieved a lot, after graduation he got a good high salaried job that we call a 

dream job in a dream company of India. He worked there dedicatedly and after some months he 

began to understand his environment. The situations were such that the system itself was 

corrupted and right from the ground level to the top level. He wished to fight, but either he was 

forced to work under pressure and if didn’t, either he would be killed or would have to quit his 

job. This guy had a strong opposition but higher level power prevented him. So he bravely left 

his job. He could have taken his high salary and remained there enjoying his life. But he bravely 



 7 
Running Head: TOWARDS A CORRUPTION FREE INDIA 

left the job, because he was a man of principles and values. He is now studying a lot to get to a 

higher rank by qualifying exams and then getting into the system kick out the corruption from 

the system. If the Indian youth realizes what they must strive for, if they don’t fear anything, not 

even death and make such wise decisions then only we can get a corruption free India. Every 

individual realizes their duties and irrespective of the relations and happiness, if they make 

sacrifices and sacrifices of even life then I assume that our country would soon be corruption free 

and that too very soon. We have lots of people like me who talk a lot about being against 

corruption but don’t dare to stand separate and are ready to fight. Lack of enthusiasm, lack of 

motivation, lack of values, and lack of fierce-fullness as I said before are the things that hold us 

back. 

                   If such inspiration is implanted in the minds of the people, then that paves the way 

for further improvement. Educational institutions must try to implement such thoughts in the 

young minds. High school and college students have raw minds and if we nurture them in a 

proper direction then that does the most of motivation. Educational system must improve. I feel 

that even through the government has made subjects such as value education and moral science 

but they are not able to convince raw minds. This does get count but its effect is not as much as it 

would have been in junior colleges and colleges rather than schools. 

                    If the lecturers themselves have values that are corruption free, then they can 

implement it by revolutionizing raw minds. Schools and colleges matter a lot. Teenage is such an 

age that their minds can be molded in any desired direction. So if we plant dreams that has a wise 

vision then they grow in that way. But the disadvantage is if we plant bitter things the pure minds 

get diverted in wrong directions. And if these minds don’t receive proper nutrition, proper 

guidance then the surrounding plays an important role. In that case, schools colleges must 
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maintain discipline with the campuses which motivate people and students to be a good and 

brave citizen. 

                      Love is the one thing which everyone wants. So it’s the care that does all the work. 

So the lecturers and teachers, with care and all the love of a parent, of a friend, try to motivate 

students, feel them, give them an optimistic approach towards life, give them a solution to all the 

problems, give them the mindset to analyze every situation of life and likewise act then the 

students will definitely grow out being a good person. When they enter the real world, they’ll 

have the guts to face the world. Youngsters will face and live wisely and bravely. When a single 

wise individual has moved the world like Mahatma Gandhi, Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, Swami 

Vivekanand etc. then just imagine if every youngster would display such kind of passion and 

wisdom. These were wise people. They learnt their values through their life, through their school 

rather we call it life school. And life itself was their greatest Guru. 

                           So it’s the educational institution that grows seeds in the hearts of the youth. 

Youth are the national treasures buried inside and educational institutions are those tools that 

exploit these resources and furnish and give them a finishing touch so they get launched at their 

best to face the world and fight against corruption and make everyone proud of themselves. Let 

the world witness the glory of the Indian youth what they can do for a fight against a corruption 

free India. 

                           Also when obsessed by the government system, Indians have also started 

businesses of their own. No one wants to work under anyone. That is why small and large 

business groups have grown. They have proven to be good enough in all sorts of development 

processes. Businesses have grown that’s good but most businessmen start their businesses just to 
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earn money, more money. There are few people who start and set up businesses just because they 

wish to have a system that is corruption free.  

                            There are people who fight for their values. There are examples of people who 

earlier worked in government offices but they saw the conditions, they saw the level of 

corruption that has deep routed in India. And so they started their own firms. This was a wise 

decision that to start such business where they can proudly work as on their own and without 

corruption. If such people who give up everything and who are willing to set up businesses not 

only for their good but also for people who become the part of the firms and get the opportunity 

to work in a corruption free environment. In this long run, these businesses firms contribute a lot 

in the India’s progress, but they don’t have a valued environment. 

                              Thus most businesses are started for their own, though its out of 

dissatisfaction in the government sector and also they provide a rich, corruption free environment 

for employees but what they lack is again a valued environment. These employees lack the sense 

of responsibility towards the progress of the country. They are surely capable of doing great 

things but they work for themselves, their family, and their children. Its all for themselves, so if 

would be for the mankind then the businesses that have grown would have had the essence of 

corruption free in its real sense. Therefore businesses must also include all such motivational 

aspects that employees should get to grow as wise citizens rather than just being selfish human 

beings. 

                                Thus, until and unless people have the need and greed for money and if they 

didn’t control their appetite, its for sure that our country is not going to get free of corruption. A 
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country can be corruption free only if we have our will against corruption and against the money, 

only then can be a country free. 

                                   We have talked of what individuals must do, educational institutions must 

adopt, we also talked of what businesses must reform but still the question remains, is that 

sufficient to end up corruption? 

                                     Until and unless we have strong minded people there can be no end to 

corruption. Good and the bad both are the two sides of the same coin that goes inseparable. If 

there exist good people, there is also an existence of the bad ones.  

                                       Life gives us always two choices. One looks easy and the other looks a 

bit difficult. The right one is always difficult, there are risks, betrayals, threats, unending 

obstacles and the wrong path has an easy route. If we are not strong, brave and wise enough then 

we choose the wrong path because its easy. But if we know our responsibilities, know what is 

good for the country, if we are brave enough not to fear our own death then we are ready to 

struggle for our birthright and our dream for our corruption free country will follow the real 

glory of humanity and mankind. 

      

                  

 

 

 


