
European Group on Ethics gives its opinion
on the ethics review of projects using

human embryonic stem cells funded from
the 7th Research Framework Programme

This page was generated automatically upon download from the Globethics Library.
More information on Globethics see https://www.globethics.net. Data and content
policy of Globethics Library repository see https://repository.globethics.net/
pages/policy

Item Type Article

Authors European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies

Publisher European Commission

Rights With permission of the license/copyright holder

Download date 23/05/2023 19:55:52

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12424/206042

https://www.globethics.net
https://repository.globethics.net/pages/policy
https://repository.globethics.net/pages/policy
http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12424/206042


 
 
 
 

12 July 2007 
 

European Group on Ethics gives its opinion on the ethics review of projects 
using human embryonic stem cells funded from the 7th Research 
Framework Programme 

 

The European Group on Ethics (EGE) has delivered its most recent opinion to 

Commission President Barroso, looking at the issues of ethics reviews of 

research projects using human embryonic stem cells -hESC.  The opinion was 

based on the Council and Parliament Decision that sets up the programme. The 

EGE recognised the need to promote responsible research that is transparent, 

serves the public interest, respects Member States' autonomy, preserves public 

trust, promotes international cooperation and requires the embedding of ethics 

within research practice. The Group suggested that, among others, the following 

considerations have to apply to hESC funded by the EU: 1) FP7 hESC lines have 

to result from non-implanted IVF embryos; 2) hESC lines banked in the European 

Registry should be used where possible; 3) If alternatives to hESC with the same 

scientific potential as embryo-derived stem cells will be found in the future, their 

use should be maximised; 4) Donors' rights (in terms of health, informed consent, 

data protection and free donation) have to be protected and safeguarded; 5) 

actions to stimulate public debate on this research area are needed at EU level. 

 

The EGE's opinion can be found at 

http://ec.europa.eu/european_group_ethics/index_en.htm 

 

For information on the policy on human embryonic stem cells in the 7th Research 

Framework Programme: MEMO/07/122 

 


