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Presentation

It is with great satisfaction that the Ecumenical Association of 
Theologians of the Third World “EATWOT”, at this time presents an issue 
of its Theological Journal “VOICES”, which pretends to offer something 
really new and breath-taking. As far as we know, this is the first time a 
theological magazine for the general public touches upon the theme of 
"The New Archaeological and Biblical Paradigm". Obviously, during the 
past several years some technical highly specialized articles on the subject 
have been published, mainly in archeological magazines. But this is the 
first time a theological journal focused on the general public, embarks on 
this subject, and does it precisely by offering a well balanced presentation 
for the public. 

The intention of the presentation is informative, educational and 
pastoral. With it’s almost 300 pages, the reader receives not only a fas-
cinating account, but a completely synthesized vision of the status of 
the topic, its significance, its limits and its pedagogical possibilities. The 
eleven participating authors include some of the leading representatives 
of the purely archaeological field, besides professors and researchers from 
the fields of biblical archeology, the Bible itself and sciences of religion. 
Introductory items present the situation between the Bible, history and 
archeology, which has been somewhat challenged during recent decades; 
others present the field of archaeological research; others reflect differ-
ent perspectives on the central challenge of recent striking archaeological 
“finds” and “no-finds”!. Included are pastoral and/or educational proposals 
presented for working on the theme with communities or study groups.

Overall, this issue of VOICES not only introduces the topic into 
the world of theological magazines addressing the general public, but 
attempts to present it more or less complete, in a multifaceted way, and 
opened to different viewpoints. We believe that many theologians, profes-
sors, students, even catechists, etc., will find herein not only help to get 
a first idea of it, but to find clues to start or move forward on their own 
initiative into this field virtually still unknown and untouched.
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EATWOT lays claim again to its vocation of “advanced theologi-
cal service”. The Liberating theological perspective – to which EATWOT 
clearly adheres - is associated by some as indefinite repetitions of the 
same themes of the 80’s of the past century. But for us “option for the 
poor” -- signifies the "Third World” and involves the service of theologi-
cal excellence of an intellectual vanguard. “The poor” deserve not just 
any kind of service, but a service of highest quality, on the level of new 
paradigms pre-viewing the future.

This number comes as a MINGA for 2016. We had foreseen resting 
for a year... but the clear interest shown by the magazines using our ser-
vices, demand our continued activity: we offer then this specialized issue 
on the New Paradigm of Biblical-Archaeology as the MUTIRÃO/MINGA 
of 2016, offered by EATWOT to the principle Latin American journals of 
theology. Other newly interested journals can get into contact with us. 
And we remain grateful to all of you.

EATWOT’s “Latin American Theological Commission on Women” 
-- together with the participation of authors from all continents, coordi-
nated by Olga Consuelo VÉLEZ, of Colombia -- has been preparing dur-
ing the past many months the next issue of VOICES, for the first quarter 
of 2016. The following one – second issue of 2016 on the “Laudato Sí” 
and Ecology-- is being prepared by María Pilar AQUINO. We are looking 
forward to these with great hopes. So, be prepared! 
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