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Enjeux, les visions et les pistes de réflexions sur les objectifs de l’enseignement supérieur 
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In the current and ongoing economic, political, social and cultural changes in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, various sectors in the higher education system are also being 
jeopardized.  
 
1. Higher education: a system at stake 
 
Some factors that explain low performance in the higher education field have been noted at 
the organizational level (e.g. the uncontrolled increase in the number of institutes of higher 
education, some without sufficient financial or human resources and some that have been 
launched without carrying out a feasibility study) and at the praxeological level (e.g. the 
unplanned increase in enrollments leading to an excessive number of students in unsuitable 
and ill-equipped premises with methods of teaching mainly based on theory and limited 
practice).  
Corruption, in its various forms, is the plague that makes all these obstacles possible and 
decreases the educational level of the learners. 
 
2.Visions of higher education 
 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo’s vision is to build an inclusive and high quality 
educational system that contributes to economic growth, the struggle against poverty and 
the promotion of peace and to active and democratic citizenship. The education system will 
then be focused on training competent men and women with the knowledge, the expertise 
and interpersonal skills to effectively participate in the development of the country. 
 
3. Avenues for reflection, food for thought 
 
For an inclusive, high quality higher education system, the country’s objective is to:  

- Make higher education accessible and fair for all; 
- Improve the quality of education (including internal efficiency and reception 

conditions at all levels); 
- Review the content of programmes and teaching methods so that students become 

more autonomous (intrinsically more than extrinsically) in their lives; 
- Establish a fair selection process  and criteria to engage competent teachers (both in 

their knowledge and values); 
- Diversify the programmes to meet needs at the national and international level; and 
- Improve information and educational technologies within institutes and facilitate 

exchanges at the institutional, national and international levels. 


