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Biblical Criticism and Postcolonial Studies:

Toward a Postcolonial Optic

Fernando F. Segovia [USA]
Chinese trans. by Qiu Yexiang

Abstract: The postcolonial optic is the most helpful,
most revealing and most liberating model in biblical criticism.
This model involves three different dimensions: an analysis
of ancient texts, modern readings and readers through which
such questions — questions of culture, ideology, and power —
emerge. Therefore, the biblical studies from the point of view
of postcolonial studies are as well as a process of “liberation”
and “decolonization”.

Key words:  post—colonialism;  biblical criticism;

liberation; decolonization; center; margin
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@ Segovia, Femando F. “‘And They Began to Speak in Other Tongues’:Competing

Modes of Discourse in Contemporary Biblical Criticism,” in F.F. Segovia and M.
A. Tolbert (eds), Reading from This Place. II Social Location and Biblical
Interpretation in Global Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995, 1-32.
——.  “Cultural Studies and Contemporary Biblical Criticism: Ideological
Criticism as Mode of Discourse,” in F. F. Segovia and M.A. Tolbert (eds),
Reading from This Place. II. Social Location and Biblical Interpretation in
Global Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995, 1-17.
——.  “Pedagogical Discourse and Practices in Cultural Studies: Toward a
Contexiual Pedagogy of the Bible,” in F. F. Segovia and M.A. Tolbert (eds),
Teaching the Bible: The Discourse and politics of Biblical Pedagogy.
Maryknoll: Orhis Books, 1998.
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@ Segovia, Femnando F.  “‘And They Began to Speak in Other Tongues’:

‘Competing Modes of Discourse in Contemporary Biblical Criticism,” in F. F.
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and Biblical Interpretation in Global Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
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eds., Hispanic/Latino Theolagy: Challenge and Promise. Minneapolis: Fortress
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