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Abstract

In our modern and secular-orientated society, the role of
Christianity is a key issue. Civil religion, political theology,
and public theology respond to the situation respectively.
These three theories reject the idea of privatization of religion
and support the social engagement of religions, while their
relationship with Christianity and society are quite different.
This difference derives from the variety of Christian mission
in various social contexts and it shows that different resources
from Christianity are applied to different kinds of social issues.
The first part of this article examines the differences among
political theology, civil religion and public theology and their
relevance, in order to understand the relationship of
Christianity and modern society. The second part explores the
possibilities, limitations, and tendencies of the three theories in

the Chinese context.
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