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In the preface it is written that “to tackle the issue of civilization, most of people- cultured and uncultured, Muslims and non-Muslims, imagine religion as something that has no relation to civilization. Those people are one of two, either they do not know the truth although its light surpassed that of the sun, or they aim at concealing the truth out of envy and prejudice.”
For Muslims, there is no excuse in admitting the above-mentioned attitude for they have the Glorious Qur’an and the purified Sunnah which laid down the principles of establishing a civilized moderate nation, i.e., the Muslim Nation.
This book is an effort towards promoting a sound understanding of Islam through its basic sources, namely the Glorious Qur’an and the purified Sunnah.
In this book Al-Qaradawi says that “the prophet’s Sunnah is not only the second source, right after the Qur’an, from which Islamic Legislation (Shari’ah) flows, but also the second source, again right after the Glorious Qur’an, from which both knowledge and civilization flow”. He follows up saying that “primarily, the Qur’an establishes the bases and principles of legislation, whereas the Sunnah provides theoretical interpretation as well as example and practical application”.
Al-Qaradawi asserts that the prophet’s guidance as exemplified in the Sunnah guides Muslims to three basic inseparable aspects of civilization, namely:

1. Civilized Fiqh.

2. Civilized Conduct.
3. Civilized Structure.

Al-Qaradawi then says “before attempting to discuss these three aspects of civilization, we should first define the meaning of civilization. To begin with, does the Islamic concept of civilization offer a distinctive and unique interpretation that differs from the ones offered by other civilization that preceded or followed it? Or do all civilizations stem from the same source regardless of country, time, race, religion, and philosophy in life?”
In exploring that Al-Qaradawi tells that there is a general definition of civilization that is innate in the word “civilization” itself, namely, the overall manifestation of financial, scientific, artistic, literary, and social development in a society or in similar societies. He then follows up discussing that ending by emphasizing that “the civilization that Islam wants to build is unlike any other civilizations which focus on the materialistic aspects of the life as well as the bodily and sensuous side of man. Moreover, these civilizations concentrated on the readily and immediate pleasures of life, making worldly affairs their primary concern and the destination of their knowledge, and left no room for Allah or the Hereafter in their philosophy or in their cultural and educational system.”
He follows up explaining that contrary to them, the Civilization of Islam has united man to Allah and earth to heaven, “it has dedicated life to preparation for the Hereafter. It has mingled spirit with matter, struck a balance between the mind and the heart, wedded science to faith, and cherished ethical sublimity as much as materialistic development”.
In describing the Islamic Civilization Al-Qaradawi says “it is justifiable to describe it as a spiritual, materialistic civilization. It is both idealistic and real, holy and human, ethical and populational, and individualistic as well as general. Truly, it is the civilization of balance and moderation which was the basis on which a just and distinguished Nation has been founded”.

The book has two major parts i.e. “The Sunnah and Civilized Fiqh” and “The Sunnah and Civilized Manner”. In the first part there are the following issues with its own subtitles: Fiqh of Ayat and Sunnan, Fiqh of Knowledge, Fiqh of Life, Fiqh of the Targets of Shari’ah, Fiqh of Virtues of Shari’ah, Emphasis on the Sublime Ends of Life, Following in religious matters and innovation in worldly affairs, Constructive Positivism, Man is essence rather than appearance, and Sincere devotion and adhering to Islamic Shari’ah as prerequisites for the acceptance of deeds.

While the second part discusses; adherence to virtues, doing what is good, discipline and public conduct, cleanliness and beautification, tolerance with opponents, and mercy towards Allah’s creatures.
The Sunnah: a source of civilization sheds light on the milestones of the Muslims Civilization and how the Sunnah cared about establishing the civilized Muslim Nation in a wonderful manner. (Saber)
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