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Theoretical Analysis of Feenberg's Technological Values

JING Xiao-huai, CHEN Fan

(1. Research Center of STS, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110004, China; 2. Liaoyang
Professional Technology Institute, Liaoyang 111004, China)

Abstract:Feenberg's theoretical criticisms contain plentifully the values of technology, such as the ideas
about technological code and democratization, margin of maneuver and secondary instrumentalization. In his
opiions the technological code is nothing else but a condensation of predominance of technological values by
which the social power enters mto the kernel of technological growth. Technological democratization gives
other participants to express socially what they think of the technological values, thus providing opportunities
to the subjects representing social interests to take part in technological activities. The margin of maneuver
mdicates the reaction of technological values, and the secondary mnstrumentalization is defined as a space
where the technological values can activate themselves. Feenberg applied his methodology to the theory of
society construction that featured in his technological values.

Key words:technological code; technological democratization; margin of maneuver; secondary
mstrumentalization; technological values
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