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The New Testament & Greco—Roman Writing

Helen ELSOM [UK]
Trans. HOU Linmei

Abstract: The New Testament, written in Greek, in
literary forms resembles the biography, Romance and letters
written in the Greco- Roman period to some extent, which can
be explicitly found in the Synoptic Gospels, Acts, and Paul’s
epistles. The Gospels organize the events of the aetive life of
Jesus as a narrative, which recalls the Greco—-Roman biographies
focusing on the actions of the figures’ adult lives; the narrative
of Gospels is concerned with the identification of Jesus as the
Messiah, which is similar to Romance, read as quests for
individual identity. The travel of the apostles in Acts resembles
the adventures of the heroes of romance. Paul’ s epistles, use of
one of the most common kinds of writing in the Roman-period,
in the aspects of letter’ s opening, use of imagery and
conclusion, follow the traditional pattern. The New Testament
places the truth within the Greco—Roman order through the use
of Greco-Roman forms. An analysis of the Gospels, Acts and
Paul’ s epistles in terms of Greco—Roman wn'ting‘ can cast useful
light on the reading of the New Testament, and also partially
explain why in later history Christianity is well-accepted.

Key words: The Gospels; Acts; biography; Romance;

letter/epistle
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