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StudyonChristianBeliefandCulturalExchangeof
ChineseinNorthernThailand

———TheCaseoftheManchuVillageofChiangRai〔１〕
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Abstract:IntheprocessofintegrationintoThaisociety,ManchuVillage,aChinesecommunity,hasachievedmutual

cooperationbetweencivilautonomyauthorityandnationaladministrativeauthority．GraduallyacceptedThaiculture,

villagersin ManchuformedastrongnationalidentityforThailand．Meanwhile,theystillinheritChinesecultureand

maintainedhometownrecallandChineseidentity,whichhavealsoundergonefission．Avarietyofbeliefs,suchasIslam,

Christianity,Buddhism,YitongTaoism,and“Heaven,Earth,Country,AncestorandTeacher”,coexistinthecommunity．

However,thesplitoftheChristianchurchhasnotaffectedtheunityandcohesionofthecommunity．Thespreadand

developmentofChristianityinManchupresentsamacrointeractionchainbetweenThailandandSoutheastAsia,between

China􀆳ssoutheasterncoastandsouthwesternfrontiers．
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AsanordinaryChinesevillageinnorthernThailand,ManchuVillagelocatedinthecoreofthe
“GoldenTriangle”borderedbyLaos,MyanmarandThailand．Itisonly１２kilometersawayfromthe
ThaiＧMyanmarbordercity“Mesai”．InthelaterperiodoftheLiberationWarofChina,morethan１,

０００KuomintangremnantsfromYunnanretiredtoMyanmartoestablishthe“YunnanPeople􀆳sAntiＧ
CommunistNationalSalvationArmy”innorthern Myanmar．Atitspeak,thenumberofsoldiers
reachednearly２０,０００,andthemainpeoplearefrom Yunnan．“Underinternationalpressureand
militarystrikes,thisarmywaswithdrawntoTaiwaninbatches．Amongthem,theThirdArmyand
theFifthArmywerereluctanttoevacuateandenteredTangwoinChiang Maiand MaeSalongin

１２１

〔１〕 ResearchProject:NationalSocialScienceGreatResearchProject(No．１７ZDA２３１),PhilosophyandSocialScienceResearch
BaseprojectofYunnanProvince(No．JD２０１９YB１５)．



国学与西学 国际学刊 第２０期,２０２１年６月

ChiangRaiinNorthernThailand,therefore,theybecame‘solitarytroops’”．〔２〕In１９５５,somefamily
membersoftheFifthArmycametotheManchuareainChiangRaiprovince．Confrontedwithjungle
withwildgrass,theycutdownbigtreeswiththeirownhands,reclaimedwasteland,builtbamboo
huts,engagedinagriculturalproduction,vegetablesalesandpoultrybreedingtobuildtheirnew
homeinThailand．Aftersettlingdown,thesedrifting,fateＧbeatenveteransmarriedLahu,Arka,Thai,

Lisuwomenandlivedhereforgenerations．Locatedinthenorthofthevillage,abeautifulandelegant
SleepingBeauty Mountainembracesandnurturesthevillage􀆳speacefulandaffluentlifeinthe
village．Asitwasfencedawayfrom warＧfire,turbulenceandpoverty,itisdifficulttoassociatethis
scenewitharmedremnantsandrefugees．Atpresent,thereare１３５ChinesefamiliesinManchu,plus
somescatteredChinesearound,thereareabout２００familiesintotal．WithThai,LisuandLahuethnic
groups,theymaintainthesametraditionalcustomsandfrequentinteractiverelationshipswitheach
other．

Ⅰ．AuthoritativeStructureChangesofManchuVillage

Atthebeginningofthesesolitarytroops􀆳settlementinnorthernThailand,theThaigovernment
adoptedatemporarytacitattitudetotheirselfＧgovernment．Later,inordertolevytaxes,itwas
incorporatedintothelocaladministrativeestablishment,followingthe “chieftain”management
methodofthemountainousareasintheborderareas．Theheadpersonisresponsiblefortheinternal
affairsofthecommunity．ThesolitaryarmyformedanautonomoussystemwithDuanXiwenandLi
Wenhuanasthechieftainsduetoitsown organizationalbasis,culturaltraditionsandliving
environment．TheChineseVillageestablishedanautonomousassociationtoberesponsibleforthe
managementofcommunityaffairs．The“capablemanandmagistrate”directlyappointedbyDuanand
Liasthechairman,establishedamanagementsystemthatisaccessibleandstratified．Themilitary
systemanddisciplinearestilldeeplyingrainedintheideologyofthefirstandsecondgenerationsof
Chinese．Inaddition,theChinesecommunityhasalwaysattachedimportancetotraditionalmoral
etiquettesuchas“threeoutlines,fiveconstituencies”,“loyalty”,and“filialpiety”,whichconstitute
theorganizationalandculturalelementsoftheselfＧgovernmentmanagementmodel．In１９９７,theThai
governmentformallyincorporatedthe “solitary army”Chinesecommunityintothe national
administrativesystemandestablishedaformaladministrativevillagesystem．In２００２,theelected
villageheadsweregraduallyimplementedinthesecommunitiesinaccordancewiththeThaiinternal
affairslaw,andvillagecommitteeswereformed．Inthefaceofnationalforcesinfiltratingintothe
Chinesecommunity,afterconfrontation,debuggingandintegration,theAutonomousAssociationwas
changedto“SandangBoardingCommittee”,givingupthecommunity􀆳sadministrativemanagement
rights,andwasspecificallyresponsibleforcommunitypublicassets,marriageandfuneral,education,

disputes,mediationandothermatters．RepresentedbythechairmanofBoardingCommittee,the
“gentryclass”isstillthebackboneofcommunity management,andthevillagechiefisabridge
betweenthecommunityandthestate．WhenIfirstenteredthevillage,Iaskedthevillagerswhowas
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thevillagehead．Accordingtotheirguidelines,Isteppedintothehouseandfoundoutthatitwasthe
headoftheBoardingCommittee．Asitcanbeseenthatthevillage􀆳schiefisthelocalauthority．The
stateＧvillageＧgentryinteractionmodelissimilartotheruralgovernancemodelintheperiodofthe
RepublicofChina．

Withacharityhallin Manchu,Shantangasaconsortium managethecommunity􀆳spublic
property,suchasJianhua MiddleSchool,GuanyinTemple,mosque,ActivityCenterandvegetable
market．ShantanghasaBoardCommitteeandiscomposedofmorethan３０enthusiasticvillagers．It
hasachairmanand７standingcommitteemembers．Thevillageheadisalsooneofthestanding
committeemembers．ManchuVillage􀆳sdocumentapprovalandfinancialpleafortheThaigovernment
areissuedinthenameofShantang．The GeneralAssemblyofVillagersisthehighestpower
organizationintheinternalaffairsofthecommunityandhasthevetopowerovermajoraffairs．Asa
permanentorganization and executive agency forcommunity affairs management,Shantang􀆳s
BoardingCommitteeabsorbsvillageelitessuchasvillageheads,schoolprincipals,eliteofBuddhist
templesand mosques,and descendants of military officers．The village chiefisthe official
administrativeauthorityofManchuVillage,withsixsubordinategroups．Thevillagechiefcontrols
thegovernment􀆳sadministrativeresourcesand hasanindependentexecutiveorganization．The
administrativesystemledbythevillagechiefandtheboardofdirectorsledbythechairmanhave
clearboundariesintermsofproperty,personnelandmanagement,buttheyworktogetheronspecific
matterstomaintaintheunityandcohesionofthevillage．

Ⅱ．CulturalInheritanceandManchuVillager􀆳sIdentification

IntheprocessofintegrationintoThaisociety,theChineseinnorthernThailandhavegradually
acceptedThaicultureandhaveformedastrongnationalidentityforThailand．Atthesametime,they
continuetoinheritChinesecultureand maintainChineseidentity,hometownrecallandnational
identitywithChina．TheHani(Arka),Lisuandotherethnicminoritieswhomigratedfrom China
andMyanmarhaveastrongnationalidentityforThailand．ThenationalidentityoftheHanpeople
whotraveledfrom ChinatonorthernThailandiscomplicated．TheseHannationalitiesadmitthat
theyareThaiswithaChineseheartandstrugglingemotion,whichcontributestotheirChinese
education．〔３〕Thesolitaryarmyisdominatedbymen,andtheirspousesaremainlyethnicminority
womenfromtheBaiyi(alsocalledThai),Miao,Yao,andLisuonbordersofChina,Myanmar,Laos,

andThailand．Mothersplayaroleasteachersforchildrentolearnthetraditionculture．However,

womenareusuallyignorantanddominatedbytheirhusbands,withfewpowersathome．Secondly,as
thesemountainwomenaremostlymarriedatayoungage(aboutfifteenorsixyearsold),formingan
oldhusbandandayoungwifepattern (generallywith morethan２０yearsgap),whichisabig
probleminlife．Brokenfamiliesleaveanegativeimpactonthenextgeneration．Deeplyinfluencedby
theirfathers,mostoftheyoungdespisetheirmothersandconsiderthemasbarbarians．Someare
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evenashamedtoadmittheirmotherswithYelang􀆳sarrogance．〔４〕Therefore,theChinesecommunity
innorthern Thailand does nothighlightthecharacteristicsof minority cultures,butprefers
traditionalChinese moraletiquette and Chinese culture,which is attributed toits military
background,patriarchalsocialstructureandassociationwithTaiwan．

１．EthnicIntermarriageBringsCulturalIntegration
MostofthefirstgenerationmarriedYunnanminoritywomenorlocalminoritywomenwhen

retreatingtoMyanmar,LaosandThailand．DuetothegovernanceofThai,theseYunnanesecannot
casuallyleavenorthernThailandtoBangkokandotherbigcitiesfordevelopment．Growingupinthe
ChinesecommunityinnorthernThailand,thesecondgenerationformsaninternalstablesocialcircle
andmostofthemchooseto marryfamiliarpeople．The MainlandDisasterReliefAssociationin
Taiwan(alsocalledSaviorCommittee)hasacquired５０freecollegeadmissionsfortheseChinese
peopletogotoTaiwaneachyear．TheywenttoTaiwantostudyandworkwithoverseasChinese
statusandmostofthemstartedtheirfamiliesinKaohsiung．InOctober２０１８,theauthorinterviewed
thedescendantsofwithdrawnYunnantroopsandaYunnannativefromThailand．Inthe１９８０s,she
wenttostudyinKaohsiungfrom MaeSalong,ChiangRai,Thailand,andthenwenttotheseYunnan
communitiestofindboyfriends,andfinallygotmarriedandsettleddown．AfterLeeTengＧhuitook
officeinTaiwan,hegraduallyreducedthequotaforoverseasChinesestudentsandfinallyterminated
thefreequotain１９９１．Theeducationalaccessto Taiwannarrowed．TheChinesein Northern
ThailandhavegraduallyacquiredThainationalityandenteredlargecitiesfordevelopment．The
economicconditionsinnorthernThailandareimprovingdaybyday,andalargenumberofChinese
remaininthelocalindustrytobuildtheirhomes．DuringtheirintegrationintoThaisociety,the
Chinesepeopleintegratedwithotherethnicgroups．ThethirdgenerationofintermarriagewithThais
isubiquitous．EthnicintermarriagehasbroughtabouttheintegrationofChinesecultureandThai
culture,therebypromotingtheinheritanceandchangesofChineseculture．Thethirdgenerationof
ChinesehasacceptedquitealotofThaicultureandpromotedtheintegrationofChinesecultureand
Thaiculturetoahigherlevel．

Mostofvillagers married with Chinese people,and they gradually married Thais．The
conservativeparentsofthefirstgeneration wantedtheirchildrento marryaChineseorhavea
ChinesedaughterＧinＧlaw．TheChinesevillagewasrelativelyisolatedandhadlittlecontactwiththe
outsideworld．NowthatwithanIDcard,theopenＧmindedyounggenerationhasawiderrangeof
contactsandisinfluencedbytheThaiculture．TheymadealotofThaifriendsandnaturallyfellin
love．Withoutparents􀆳objection,thethirdＧgenerationofChineseandThaismarriedeachotherand
maintainedbothChineseandThaicultures．Luckily,theQingmingFestivalcoincideswithThai􀆳s
legalholidaySongkranFestivalandpeoplecangohometosweepthegraveandcelebrateThais􀆳
festival．

(InterviewedinVillagerChief􀆳shomeinDecember．１４th,２０１６．)

２．CulturalInheritanceintheProcessofSocialIntegration
ThesolitaryarmyhasalwaysattachedgreatimportancetotheChineseeducationofthenext
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generation．Aslongasthefightingiscalmeddownduringthetransitiontotheborderbetween
YunnanandMyanmar,thelearnedmilitaryofficerswillteachthechildrenChinesecharactersand
moraletiquette．AfterthesettlementofinthenorthofThailand,eachChinesevillageimmediatelyset
aboutbuildingaschoolwiththeaimofinheritingChinesecultureandmaintainingChineseidentity．
In１９８２,SaviorCommitteebegantoprovideteachingmaterialsandtrainingteacherstotheseChinese
VillagesinNorthernThailand,andenabled５０studentstolearneachyearinTaiwanforfree．Then,

ChineseeducationinNorthernThailandhasbeenincorporatedintotheTaiwaneseeducationsystem,

splittingthecultural memoryofthehometown (Yunnan)from the Chineseculturalidentity
(Taiwan)．In１９８６,theThaigovernmentbannedChineseschoolsandchangedthemtoThaischools
topromoteruralThaieducation．WhilereceivingThailanguageeducation,theChineseVillagealso
continuedtoadheretoChineselanguageeducationinthenameofholdingagriculturaltechnology
trainingorbeingdistributedtofarmers􀆳homesinturns．Bytheearly１９９０s,inordertorevitalizethe
economy,ThailandbegantointroducefundsfromTaiwan,HongKong,andmainlandChina,lackinga
largenumberofChineseand Thaibilingualtalents,andgraduallyrelaxedcontrolofChinese
education．ChinesevillagesinnorthernThailandhaverestoredChineseschools．Mostvillageshave
establishedChineseprimaryschools,andvillageswithbetterconditionshaveestablishedChinese

juniorhighschoolsandhighschools．
TheManchuislocatedinplateauwithconvenienttransportation．Intheprocessofrestoring

Chineseeducation,itraisedfundstoestablishelementaryschools,juniorhighschoolsandhigh
schoolstorecruitchildrenfromsurroundingChinesevillages．In１９９５,Manchuallocatedpublicland
andraised morethan４ millionbahtforconstructinghighschool．Taiwan􀆳sSalvationCommittee
fundedmorethan９ million．WithoutgovernmentsupportforChineseschool,theyareapproved
underthenameofThaiVocationalandTechnicalSchool．Theschoolteachersaccordedwiththe
curriculumoftheThaiVocationalandTechnicalSchoolduringthedayandtaughtChineseinthe
evening．In２０００,theManchuHighSchoolbegantoenrollstudentsandtheteachingmaterialsof
Taiwanareused．Atpresent,thereare５００studentsintheThaiDepartmentand３００studentsinthe
ChineseDepartment．ManystudentslearnbothChineseandThai．Schoolfundsaremainlycollected
fromoverseasChinesecommittees,nonＧgovernmentalorganizationsinTaiwan(suchasTaiwanFu
GuangshanAssociation),overseasChinesebusinessmeninTaiwan,Taiwanesebusinessmenandlocal
chambersofcommerce．InOctober２０１８,localsrecalledthechairmanoftheManchuChineseSchool
wholedstudentstotourtheTaiwanareatocollectdonations,whileinterviewedbyme．

Ⅲ．Manchu􀆳sMultiＧregionandChristianBelief

１．Multiplereligionscoexistinacommunityspace
Asanimmigrantsettlementcommunity,Manchuhasacomplexreligiousbackground．Coupled

withreligiousexchangeswithChineseinTaiwan,HongKong,andSoutheastAsia,aharmonious
coexistenceofmultiplereligionshasformed．Thefolkbeliefsofthe“AdmirationofHeaven,Earth,

Country,AncestorandTeacher”inYunnan,GuangxiandotherregionsinChinaprotectedthese
soldiersandcivilianswhoescapedtonorthernThailandtohaveawonderfulhome．ExceptMuslim

５２１
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families,eachhouseintheManchuseta“Heaven,Earth,Country,AncestorandTeacher”sign,with
anincense burnerinfrontandtheportraitsofthedeceased parentson both sides．〔５〕The
arrangementofthebeliefspaceofthefamilyhallincludestheancestorworship,Confucianism,

BuddhismandTaoism,whichfullyembodiestheprevalenceandtoleranceoftraditionalChinese
beliefs．ThedominantreligiousbeliefofthevillagersismainlyreflectedinBuddhistactivities．When
theyfirstsettledhere,therewerenoBuddhisttemples．DuringtheBuddhistfestivals,villagers
spontaneouslywenttonearbyTheravadaBuddhisttemplesofThaipeople．AsBuddhistfestivals
havebecomeanimportantframeworkforthefolkcultureoftheChinesecommunityinnorthern
Thailand,ManchuVillagecollectivelyfundedtheconstructionofGuanyinTempletoconstructa
collectivefieldthatshowcasesthe memoryoftraditionalChinesebeliefculture．A villagerwho
understandstheBuddhistscripturesregularly,oftenholdsceremonialceremoniesforthesurrounding
residentstoprayfordisasterrelief,andlaterbuiltatempleonhisownland．Thetwotemplesare
privateandpublic,interweavingthebeliefspaceofcommunitycollectiveactivitiesandprivate
individualactivities．TheremnantsoftheDianＧBurmaKuomintangincludealargenumberofHui
people,bothmilitarycombatantsandmembersofthehorsegang．TheseHuipeoplefollowedthe
troopstothenorthofThailand．Atthebeginningoftheconstructionofthevillage,amosquewas
establishedtoinherittheIslamicfaithandtheMuslimsocialinteractionmodel．OnlywhentheHui
andHanpeoplemarrywillthephenomenonof“religiousencounter”oftwobeliefsinafamilyora
personarises,andtheyfacetheproblemofreformationorreligiousadaptation．Moreoften,Islamand
otherreligionsinthecommunityhavetheirownaffairs．TheTaiwanauthoritiesareinextricably
linkedtotheChinesevillagesinnorthernThailand,andtheirreligiousculturehasalsoaffectedthis
area．Inthe１９９０s,the“consistency”listedbytheTaiwanauthoritiesasacultspreadinnorthern
Thailandandinevitablyspreadto Manchu Village．ConsistentTaoborrowssometeachingsof
Confucianism,Taoism,Buddhism,ChristianityandIslamto worshipthesupremegod “Promise
Mother”;emphasizesthe “threeＧphaserobbery”andbelievesthatitiscurrentlyinthe “last
robbery”．Consistentlypreachingbymeansofgrantingrelieffunds,itenvelopsalargenumberof
poorvillagerstoteach．Believerscanonlyeateggsratherthanmeat,thereligionisalsocalled“egg
church”innorthernThailand．

BeforethefoundingofthePeople􀆳sRepublicofChina,theChristianfaithinSouthwestChina
wasverypopular．ChinaInland MissionhasspreadtomostpartsofYunnan,especiallyincentral
Yunnan,northern Yunnan,and western Yunnan．Inthe Liberation War,the Great Leap,the
“DemocracyReform”andtheCulturalRevolution,Christiansintheborderareasconstantlymoved
outandenteredChinesevillagesinnorthernThailand．Mostofevacuatedforeignmissionsescapedto
SoutheastAsiancountries,inThailandandMyanmarandtheycontinuedtopreachtotheseChinese
whohadmigratedfromYunnan．AfterthefoundingofthePeople􀆳sRepublicofChina,ChinaInland
Mission movedits headquartersto Singapore and renamedit as The Overseas Missionary
Fellowship．PriestscametonorthernThailandtoteachmountainousnations．Theremnantsofthe

６２１

〔５〕 WhentheRevolutionof１９１１overthrewtheimperialsystem,“Heaven,Earth,Emperor,AncestorandTeacher”waschanged
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YunnancommunitiesinnorthernThailandandinTaiwan．
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KMTrecruitedalargenumberofYunnanethnic minoritieswhofledontheYunnanＧMyanmar
border,includingmanyChristians．Theyalsoforcedtomarrylocalethnicminoritywomenaswives．
Therefore,theChinesevillageincludingalargenumberofethnicminoritypopulationbecomeakey
targetforChinaInlandMissioninnorthernThailand．TheChineseinThailandtraditionallymigrated
fromGuangdong,Fujian,Hainan,andotherplacesalongthesoutheastcoastofChina,whowere
mainlypreachedbyTheBaptistChurch．Currently,theBaptistChurchandtheChinaInlandMission
arejointlyshepherdingamongYunnanChinesefromnorthernThailand．AftertheChineseLiberation
War,theBaptistChurchbegantopayattentiontotheremnantsoftheKuomintangfromYunnanto
NorthernThailand．Around１９７５,BaptistseminarystudentsatBethelSacred Word Collegein
BangkokwenttotherefugeevillageoftheKuomintangremnantsofChiangRaiprovince．In１９８４,

BethelHolyPathCollege movedto MaeSaiCity,ChiangRaiProvince,focusingon missionto
YunnanChinesefromChinaandMyanmar．TheBaptistTheologicalSeminaryfirstenteredManchu
Villageformissions．Later,theChinaInlandMissionsettledinManchuVillagetosetupastudent
centerdependingonManchuHighSchoolandentruststudentsfromothervillageswhocomehereto
gospelministry．

２．DevelopmentandInheritanceofChristianityinManchu
Inthe１９７０sand１９８０s,missiongroupsinsouthernThailand,Singapore,Taiwan,and Hong

KongbegantoentertheregionforshortＧterm missionsandcondolenceswiththeendingofwarsin
northern Thailand．In １９７５,Bethel Theological Seminary boughtland,built a church,sent
missionariesandsupportedChristianswhohadbeenconvertedinthevillage．Later,variousmission
groupsofforeignchurchesfollowed．In１９８１,HongKongNianEnChurchandLingGuangChinese
ChurchsentthestudentstostudyshortＧterm missionsinthenorthernThailand．Amongthem,a
youngcouplefromtheLinFamilycametotheManchutoserveasamissionarymissionin１９８４and
１９８５respectively．InaTheravadaBuddhismcountry,theypreachedtosomedrugusersinamaleＧ
dominatedcommunitywithstrongfamilyvaluesandtraditionalbeliefs．Inordertoovercomemultiple
minoritylanguagesbarriers,thecoupleofmissionariesstudiedthelocalcustomsto Yunnanon
vacationspecially．TheywereresponsibleforreceivingvisitinggroupsandshortＧtermmissionteams
fromalloverthecountry;and participatedinthetrainingofChinese missionariesretreatin
Thailand．Aftersixorsevenyearsofhardwork,thenumberofbelieversintheManchuChurchhas
steadilyincreased,themanagementandoperationhaveenteredthetrack,andthefaithhasbecome
moresolid．

In１９９１,the Lins􀆳husbandand wifecontractexpiredandreturnedtothe Hong Kong􀆳s
Association．ThepastoralmattersofthechurchwerehandedovertothelocalChinesePastorWang
andhiswife．Aftermorethantenyearsofsteadydevelopment,theManchuVillageChurchsuffereda
tremendouschangein２００４andsplitintotwochurchesduetotherivalryforauthority．PastorWang
alsolosttherighttomanagethechurch．In２０００,theManchuVillageSchooladdedahighschool
departmentandstartedtorecruitchildrenfrom surroundingChinese,buttheschool􀆳sboarding
conditionsandmanagementlevelbothworriedparents．In２００５,PastorWangboughtlandnexttothe
ManchuVillageandplannedtobuildaStudentCenter,whichwascompletedin２００７．ThisStudent
Centermainlyprovidesboardandlodgingforstudentsfromothervillageswhocometo Manchu
Villageforhighschool,fulfillsparentalcareduties,andspreadsthegospeltostudents．Infact,there
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weremanyStudentCentersinChiangRai,someofwhichprovidelodgingandboardingforcollege
studentsandhighschoolstudents,includingsomeChristianＧcenteredStudentCenters．In２０１６,when
IwasinvestigatinginChiangRaiProvince,mostStudentCenterchargedfiveorsixthousandbaht
perpersonforboardandlodging．BecausetheManchuStudentCenterislocatedinthecountryside,

thesurroundingrentsarecheapandfreeofaccommodationfees．Mealsareonlychargedat２,８００
bahtpermonth．MorningandeveningmealsareprovidedfromMondaytoFriday,andthreemealsare
providedonSaturdayandSunday．MostoftheyoungergenerationsintheChinesevillageinnorthern
ThailandworkincitiessuchasBangkok,ChiangMai,andChiangRai,andsendtheirchildrenbackto
hometowns．Thechildrenaretakencareofandeducatedbytheirgrandparents．Thesechildrendonot
getgoodfamilyeducationathome,andtheylackagroupofmoralconstraints．TheStudentCenteris
likeabigfamily,withPastorWangandhiswifeasparents．TheManchuStudentCenterhasafixed
timeforChristianactivities．Itpraysat６a．m．everydaytoexplainaBible;itmeetsonSaturdayand
Sundaynightstosinghymnsandsharetestimoniesofgrowth;１０a．m．onSundayisanormal
service．ThegospelwasspreadtoboardingstudentsandcultivatedtheirawarenessofChristianfaith
throughtheseChristianactivities．Therearemorethan３０boardersintheManchuActivityCenter,

includingChinese,Aka,Yao,Miao,Lisu,Wa,Lahu,andThaistudents．TheManchuStudentCenter
hasbecomealocalmultiＧethnicyouthgospeltrainingcenter．

３．ManchuMultiＧreligiousCoexistenceandChristianChurchSplit
The managementsystem andcommunitystructurecontributeto Manchu Village􀆳smultiple

religions．Theseremainingtroopsincluderegularsoldiersfrom GuangxiandGuizhou,localarmed
forcesinYunnan,andordinarypeoplewhomigratedfrom Yunnan．Inaddition,thetroopsforcibly
marriedlocalethnic minority womenatthebordersofYunnan,Myanmar,Thailand,andLaos,

formingagroupwithaverycomplexethnicandreligiousbackground．Themilitarysystemandthe
patriarchalsocialstructureensurethecollectivecohesionandculturalunityofthisgroupof“foreign
andisolatedtroops”．Therefore,mostfamiliesinthe Manchuvillagegenerallyworship “Heaven
EarthEmperorTeachers”,andhaveestablishedacollectiveGuanyinTempletoinherittraditional
Chinesereligiousculture．Thevillagers􀆳turbulentmigrationexperienceandlifecoursehavevirtually
“heldalltogether”intoa“fatecommunity”．Meanwhile,theyrefinedtheirtoleranceformultiＧethnic
andmultiＧreligiousculturaldifferences．TheManchuVillageusedcollectiveassetstobuildmosques
forHuivillagers,andreformedthereligionduringmarriageswiththeHuipeople．AftertheSelfＧ
governingCouncilevolvedintotheboardofdirectorsofthecharityShantang,themosques,Christian
churchmanagersandordinaryfollowerswho wereenthusiasticaboutcommunitypublicwelfare
undertakingswereaddedtotheboardofdirectors．Atpresent,theimamoftheManchumosquehas
notenteredtheboardofdirectors,butamosqueorganizingcommitteeisamemberoftheBoardof
Directors．ThepastorofChristChurchworksfortheBoardofDirectorsandactivelyservesthe
communitycharity．

Around２０１４,asplitoccurredinthechurch．Somebelieverscameout,boughtlandtobuild
churches,andorganizedchurchservicesindependently．Asearlyas２００５,PastorWangandhiswife
cameoutoftheManchuVillagechurchandbuiltastudentcenter,nolongerinvolvinginthechurch
affairs．Thishadshownthedeepproblemsofchurchmanagement．Althoughthechurchwasbuiltby
locals,theoutsidepastorwashiredtoserve．ButtheDeaconCommitteeformedbythebelieversin
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thevillagecontrolsthedaily managementofthechurch．Therefore,althoughthechurchisan
independentlegalperson,itinevitably“embeds”thesocialstructureoftheManchuvillageandhas
lostitsautonomytosomeextent．PastorWangwassentbyBethelHoly WordCollegetobuilda
churchinManchuVillageandwenttocentralThailandtotakechargeofthegospelworkofthe
mountainpeople．Themanagementofthechurchishandedovertothemoreprestigiouselderly
soldierChristiansinthevillage,reflectingtheextensionofthecommunityauthoritystructurewithin
thechurch．However,theseprestigiousChristiansdidnothaveadeepreligiousfoundation,which
causedthechurchtofallintostagnation．WhentheLins􀆳husbandandwifepresidedovertheteaching
affairsintheManchuVillage,theysimplyfocusedoncultivatingChristianswithenthusiasmand
deeprootsaschurchleaders．Butthesebelieversareatthelowerlevelofthecommunity􀆳sauthority
structure,andareregardedas“littlepeople”．Theyhavenoknowledgeandlackleadershipskills．
Therefore,thereisariftbetweentheauthoritystructureofthechurchandthecommunitystructure．
In１９９１,theLins􀆳husbandandwifereturnedtoHongKongaftertheexpiry,andRev．Wangandhis
wifetookoverthechurchagain．Becausethisgroupofelderlysoldierswithprestigeandshallow
foundationoffaithstillhaveagreaterinfluenceinthechurch,itisdifficultforPastorWangtoreally
takechargeofchurchaffairs,andhecanonlydoso．In２０１４,thechurchgrewfrom morethan２０

peopletomorethan１００people．TherelationshipbetweenreligiousauthorityandpowerfulChristians
inthecommunitywasmorecomplicated,andfinallyledtoirreconcilableconflicts．Therealreasonfor
thesplitoftheManchuchurchistheconflictbetweentheauthorityofthechurchandthestructure
ofthecommunityauthority．

Ⅳ．ManchuVillagePresentstheStatusofSinoＧThaiChineseChristianExchanges

ChineseschoolsarecontinuallyruntoinheritChinesecultureby Chineseinthenorthern
Thailand．BeforetheestablishmentofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenChinaandThailand,theThai
ChineseSchoolinnorthernThailandcompletelyusedtheteachingmaterialsofTaiwaninaccordance
withthesyllabusoftheTaiwanauthorities．WiththepeaceofnorthernThailand,YunnanChinese
haveacquiredThaistatusandtheirlivingconditionshaveimproved,givinguptheirwilltostudyin
Taiwan．AftertheestablishmentofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenChinaandThailand,Chinaincreased
itsassistancetoChineselanguageteachinginThailandandexpandedtheinfluenceofChineseculture
byselectingvolunteersforChineselanguageteachingandestablishingConfuciusInstitutes．Some
ChineseschoolsinnorthernThailandbegantoabandontheeducationsysteminTaiwanandaccepted
educationassistancefromChina．

ChairmanLiu,theboardofDirectorsofManchuShantang,wasveryexcitedaboutthetwo
issues．Firstly,thetextbooksusedbyChineseSchoolinnorthernThailandareintraditionalChinese．
Hesaid:“Duetosimplifiedcharactersinthemainland,thereisadistinctionbetweentraditionaland
simplifiedChinesecharacters．WearealwaysusingtraditionalChinesecharacters．”Thisreflectstheir
identificationtowardsTaiwanandthePeople􀆳sRepublicofChina．Liucontinued:“AfterLeeTengＧ
hui􀆳scomingtopower,hereducedthenumberofChinesestudentstoTaiwan．LeeTengＧhuiis
JapaneseandheadvocatedTaiwanindependence．”TheChinese,escapingtoThailandfrom Yunnan
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supportoneChina．ThecomplexityoftheculturalinheritanceandidentityofethnicChinesein
northernThailandhasbroughtuncertaintytoSinoＧThaiChristianculturalexchanges．

TheethnicinvolvementoftheChineseinnorthernThailandandthehistoryofChristianbeliefs
haveaspecialeffectontheSinoＧThaiChristianexchanges．MostnorthernChinesearemovedfrom
Yunnan,China,andhaveanaturalsenseofidentity withtheirhometowns．Theyhavealways
maintainedpolitical,economic,demographic,andculturalconnections with Taiwan,which will
inevitablyaffecttheChinesenationalidentityandtheirnationalidentity．Intheprocessoffindinga
placetolive,theyacquiredThainationalityandfinallyintegratedintoThaisociety．Thefirstgroup
ofChristiansintheChineseVillageinNorthernThailandhadconvertedtoGodintheirhometownin
Yunnan．AftermovingtoThailand,theyreconnectedwiththeOverseasMissionofChrist(OMF,

formerlyknownastheInlandMissionAssociation)．Baptistchurches,averyinfluentialoneonthe
southeasterncoastofChina(includingHongKongandTaiwan)andSoutheastAsians,havealso
spreadgospelinYunnanandtheninthenorthernThailand．Itwasonlyin１９７３thatthePeople􀆳s
RepublicofChinaresumeddiplomaticrelationswithThailand．EspeciallywithChina􀆳sOpeningＧup
andReform Policy,theChinesechurchesinnorthernThailandenteredthebordersofYunnanin
China．Itistheinteraction between Chinese Christianityin northern Thailand and Yunnan
superficially,butitisactuallyinteractivechainofChristianityin Yunnan,Thailand,Singapore,

Taiwan,HongKong,andSoutheastChina．So,theChristianculturalexchangeinaChinesevillagein
northernThailandpresentstheChineseculturaltiesbetweenChinaandtheSoutheastAsia．
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中文题目:
泰国北部华人基督教信仰与文化交流研究:以清莱府满村为例

李守雷,昆 明 学 院,昆 明 经 济 科 学 发 展 区 浦 新 路 ２ 号,６５０２１４,昆 明 市,云 南 省,中 国,Tel．１８４８７２５８６４７,Email:

shouleili１２３＠１６３．com;

徐绍仙,ChiangRaiRajabhatUniversity,８０PhaholyotinRd Muang,５７１００,ChiangRai,Thailand,Tel．１８２１４１９１９１４,

Email:xushaoxian９０＠gmail．com

摘　要:华人社区满村在融入泰国社会的过程中实现了民间自治权威与国家行政权威的相互协作.满村逐步接受了
泰国文化,对泰国形成强烈的国家认同;同时继续传承中华文化,维持着华人认同、故乡的追忆和对中国的国家认同,但
多种认同发生了裂变.伊斯兰教、基督教、佛教、一贯道和家堂等多种信仰共存于社区;但基督教会的分裂并没有影响
社区的统一性和凝聚力.满村基督教的传播和发展呈现了泰国与东南亚、中国东南沿海、西南边疆的宏观互动链.

关键词:泰国华人;宗教和谐;基督教
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