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Abstract

Reflecting upon the Reformation from the four features of
Chinese modernity, the author seeks to come to some conclusions
helpful to the Chinese society: (1) facing the “conflict of
secularism with religious revival,” and reflecting upon the
Reformation’s theme in favor of religious revival against
secularism, the Chinese church should break through her
bureaucratic institution, correct her own secularization and be
kind to the emerging numerous free churches (so-called Christian
meeting points), in order to help resist the spreading corruption;
(2) facing the “conflict of individualism with totalitarianism,” and
reflecting upon the Reformation’s complicated results enhancing
the former and weakening the latter, we should adopt the
institutions of toleration of religions and respect of human rights,
and correct the ego-centric distortion of individualism as well
keeping in mind the negative influence of the decline of the

Church’s authority; (3) facing the “expansion movement with
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imbalance of development,” and reflection upon the solidarist
elements in the Reformers’ economic and social thought and
protestant ethics, we should stress their necessity to market
economy and champion the rule by law, in order to heal the
anomie in economic and social life; (4) facing the “innovation
disposition with conservatism even antiquarianism,” and
reflecting upon the Reformers’ tracing back to the origin on the
one hand and absorbing their contemporaries’ academic results on
the other hand, we should develop the essences of traditional
cultures, Chinese and West, and absorb the good results of
contemporary culture, in order to bring about the co-existence and
prosperity of plural cultures. Moreover, facing the four
shortcomings of Chinese modernity, namely “not yet realization,”
“nationalist complex domination,” “democratism dragging back”
and “low rationalization,” a reflection upon the history of the
Reformation and the thoughts of the Reformers will be helpful to
the Chinese society today.

76




