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An actor

Listen to the expectation in the words.\WWho does not want to act?
To be an actor on stage for fun, or even in critical moments. To be
able to take action in blocked situations. Provide a way forward.
Act to prevent a disaster.

Actor is a charged word, frequently used in conflict and peace-
building contexts. In this issue of New Routes you meet Andrea
Bartoli’s reflections regarding the role of religion and religious actors.
We have touched this before.Yet, it is important to come back to
the analysis of religion and conflict,and even more, peacebuilding.
Guatemala, Pakistan, Cambodia, Nigeria ... Bartoli brings forward
positive stories from his experience.

Other examples of positive power and actors for peace are the
reports about the role of civil society. The GPPAC (Global
Partnership for Prevention of Armed Conflicts) is a nice three-year
story ending with a remarkable conference at the UN in New
York.And even better, it does not really end there. The UN Summit
in September may not be a complete success, but the conflict
prevention perspective and the role of civil society as a major actor
did go through.

Darryl Whitehead writes about Small Arms and Light\Weapons
— talk about actors! The issue is not an easy one, especially not in
the Horn of Africa region. But there is room for responsible actors
both at individual and institutional levels.

Finally,don’t miss the encouraging little story about the struggle
for lasting peace in the Caucasus region and the Aland Process.

Tore Samuelsson
tore.samuelsson@life-peace.org
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THE ROLE OF RELIGION

Conflict prevention:

The role of religion
IS the role of Its actors

would not name names as a part of the
peace deal. To fill the gaps left by the
Commission, the Office of Human
Rights of the Archdiocese of Guatemala
(ODHAG) launched the Project for
the Reconstruction of a Historical
Memory in Guatemala, based on the
conviction that the years of repression
had wiped out the population’s power

Religion has been used to justify, condone and
motivate violence, but conflicts are human
constructs and can be resolved without violence,
as demonstrated by each religious tradition.
There is always a moral option to take, and all
religions offer solid foundations for a
cooperative, constructive, and respectful choice.

Conflicts need not evolve
confrontations and, even when they do, can be
tamed by proper laws, rules and procedures.

into violent

Contrary to the secularization theory!
the world has witnessed a renewed
interest? in religion, and there is every
indication that this interest will
continue to grow (Inglehart, Pippa,
2004), and with it the rate of violence
and hostility will continue to climb?,
unless religious zeal is directed into a
non-aggressive channel. In light of the
violence and bloodshed perpetrated in
the name of religion, it will be
interesting to discuss how religion,
abused by so many to justify aggression
and intolerance, could do the opposite:
promote peace and open-mindedness,
creating necessary conditions for
moving from the current culture of
conflict resolution to the culture of
conflict prevention. Religious
communities themselves are, without
question, the largest and best-organized
civil institutions in the world today,
claiming the allegiance of billions of
believers and bridging the divides of
race, class and nationality.*

The attention on the role of religion
in conflicts has been partly stimulated
by positive and negative developments,
including the desecularisation of the

world and the rise of religious conflicts.
Attention has also been drawn by the
increased engagement of religious
institutions and communities in the
search for détente or constructive
management of conflicts. The role of
religion, religious institutions and various
religious actors in promoting peaceful
dialogue and mediating between
conflicting parties has been enormous
during the past several decades.

Religions and human rights
In the 1990%, after Guatemala’s 36-year
war, a Commission for Historical

of speech. As a result, more than 6,000
testimonies from around the country
where gathered, providing information
about 30,000 killings and identifying
over 300 mass graves, allowing people
to re-bury their loved ones.
Furthermore, ODHAG trained
hundreds of local people in trauma
healing and counselling skills.

The reference to human rights in
the particular case of Guatemala is
significant, because it proves the
potential of collective actions that
remove human rights from the narrow
identification of prosecution for past
crimes, and opens to possibilities of
employing the notion of human rights
as a conduit for a full understanding
of human suffering. Religions have
engaged in human rights concepts and
processes very intensely in the last 50

Clarification was set up, charged with
unearthing the crimes committed
during the conflict. The Commission
had no subpoena power and its report

years as their basis of action, welcoming
inclusive articulation of human
suffering that the notion of human
rights propagates. It is important,
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THE ROLE OF RELIGION

because human rights inherently are
not owned by any specific religion,and
the contribution that each religious
tradition can offer to a full understan-

been the focus of some of the world’s
most concentrated peace-building
activities in history. More than $1.8
billion were spent on the work of the

ding of articulation or realization of
those human rights is extraordinary.

The preservation and protection of
life is an underlying principle of all
major religions. Even militant religious
movements of all kinds can easily be
imagined as reinforcing the core human
rights values that deplore war and
genocide. Such reorientation of
religious systems toward a collective
goal of full enjoyment of human rights
by all members of the human family in
its own way is a contribution to
conflict prevention.

The life work of one of the most
important Muslim thinkers of the 20™
century, Muhammad Igbal, Pakistan,
and his contribution to reinvigorating
Islam in the 20™ century and
propagating the positive, free and lively
spirit of Muslim religion is seminal in
this respect. Humanity, as a whole, has
never faced the challenge posed by the
enormity and the complexity of
human problems, such as it is facing
today. The problems have taken on a
global dimension now and transcend
the barriers of race, color, language,
geography, and social, political and
religious ideologies. Most of the
problems of mankind are universal in
nature and, therefore, require a
universal approach to the solution. Igbal
recognized the revitalizing force across
the religious spectrum and accorded
religion a vital role in providing perfect
harmony, balance, and stability in the
society (Igbal, 1999).

Religions and
creative peace-work
Over the past decade, Cambodia has
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United Nations Transnational Authority
in Cambodia alone (Harold, Gordon,
ed., 2004). Genocide committed by the
Khmer Rouge regime against its own
people had left a deep scar on the
Cambodian society. After years of the
horrifying Khmer Rouge terror regime
a formal peace treaty was signed in
1991, which did little to alleviate the
suffering of the people. The conflict
in Cambodia continued, though at a
lower intensity after the death of the
Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot in 1996.
Dismal suffering of Cambodians
compelled Maha Gosanda, one of
Cambodia’s most respected monks, to
initiate the first Dhammayietra peace
walk in 1992, together with a number
of local and foreign peace activists.
The first Dhammayietra, whose
participants prepared for their month-
long walks by nonviolence training was
spectacularly successful, with several
thousand Cambodians joining
spontaneously along the way and tens
of thousand gathering along the route
in a demonstration of support.Although
some of the members of the
Dhammayietra were killed when the
group was caught in the crossfire
between the army soldiers and Khmer
Rouge fighters, the organization
continued to function and evolve in the
face of adversity. The Dhammayietra
walks, whose central tenet is compassion
and nonviolence, has inspired people all
around Cambodia by bringing hope of
peace to the people and empowering
the locals who now have the complete
control of the organization.
Cambodia’s religiously inspired peace
movement has very deep national and

cultural roots connecting to the ancient
Theravada Buddhist monastic
experience, which most of the people
adhere to. For the Khmer-Buddhist
majority, Buddhism is the only institution
that cuts across political and social
divisions. Monks have exceptional power
to sway people at the grass roots and
social divisions (Coward, Smith, ed.,2004).
This power they have used in various
nonviolent forms to protest aggression
and conflict so endemic to the nation.

The conflict that emerged there in
the 20" century was not the only one
that the country experienced. Most
people associate Cambodia with the
Khmer Rouge regime and its aftermath,
but historically Cambodia has been
caught in turmoil of expansionist wars.
The monks and the population engaging
in walks for peace is a creative response
to specific conditions. What we see is
reinterpretation of old structures and
roles into more creative and dynamic
realities. Linking old structures to the
new methods is necessary for the
purpose of reinvigorating old ways of
thinking with new strategies.

Religions and dialogue
The journey of personal suffering is
sometimes a very important catalyst for
renouncing violence and turning to
religion for guidance and healing as
opposed to antagonism. All religions
speak to the deep human longing for
meaning, for hope, and for wholeness,
therefore placing religious leaders in a
unique position to use their moral
stature and prominence to encourage
mutual understanding and common
living within their communities. In
Nigeria, James Movel Wuye, a militant
Christian evangelist, who lost his arm
in Muslim/Christian fighting,and Imam
Mohammed Nurayn Ashafa, a radical
Muslim activist, who lost two of his
brothers and his teachers during the
same clashes, turned to religion because
of its healing power. It was precisely
because of their personal suffering as a
result of the violence that they decided
to try to walk another path.

The two men set up a Muslim-



Christian Dialogue Forum and an Inter-
Faith Mediation Centre together,
which held conflict resolution
workshops with vigilante groups and
sharia police and organized debates
between Muslim and Christian youth.
During the 2002 riots in Nigeria, caused
by the Miss World Pageant, the two
men were successful in bringing ten
religious leaders from each side of the
divide to sign a peace declaration that
helped mitigate the violence.

The very fact that there is religious
diversity does not mean that conflict must
happen. It is important to remind all
communities that alternatives are possible
and very frequently are more fruitful.
Religious organizations are a rich source
of peace services. They can function as a
powerful warrant for social tolerance, for
democratic pluralism,and for constructive
conflict management (Reychler,1997).

The articulation of human rights as
a collective language of human
suffering, together with the openness
of religious communities to creativity
(Cambodia) and experimentation
(Nigeria), creates an environment in
which cross-fertilization, mutual
learning and self-enforcing mechanisms
can be identified. One contribution
religion can make to the prevention
of armed violent conflict is to accept
its own ambiguity of a violent past,and
of the inherent possibility of a deadly
misuse of its resources.

Repentance and forgiveness

All religious traditions contain
references in the form of didactical
stories, teachings or even direct
recommendation as to how the faithful
should act in order to achieve harmony
and peace within him/herself in the
first place. The Judaic concept of
teshuva (repentance), which requires
repentance that is sincere, substantial
and continuing, is intertwined with
Christian notion of forgiveness. The
Qur’an is a very important source,
offering various modes of
reconciliation in Arab-Islamic societies.
The holy book of Islam calls for equity
in cases of revenge and for forgiveness

THE ROLE OF RELIGION

Cambodia is one of numerous countries where peace movements are religiously

inspired. Photo:LPI
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in cases of apology and “remission”
(Irani, 1999).

One of the world’s largest, truly
“global” religious bodies, the Roman

Having established a reputation for
integrity and service through constant
and direct contact with the masses, a
long record of charitable work among

Catholic Church, celebrated a biblical
“year of jubilee” by asking forgiveness
for a host of “sins” - evils occasioned not
by individual Catholics but, as Pope John
Paul 11 confessed, by the body called “the
Catholic Church”.Theological terms —
repentance, forgiveness, contrition, and
reconciliation — found their way into
international headlines when the pope
carried this message to the Holy Land.
There, it must be acknowledged, few
Jewish, Christian, or Muslim leaders
echoed the Pope’s message by adopting
a similar stance toward their own
community’s “sins” (Little and Appleby
in Coward, Smith, ed.,2004).

In 1972, representatives of the World
Council of Churches (WCC) mediated
the peace talks that brought a decade-
long respite in the Sudanese civil war
between the Islamic government in the
north and the Christian and animist
Southern Sudan Liberation Movement.
TheWCC mediators were able to draw
upon religious sensibilities of the two
sides, producing statements of remorse
by Muslims and Christians alike, which
led to a negotiated settlement (Little and
Appleby in Coward, Smith, ed. 2004).

Practical agents of prevention
Because religions preceded states
historically and go beyond states
organizationally, they represent trans-
national networks that can foster better
communication between and among
states and international organizations, both
in terms of speed (early warnings) and
quality (accurate understanding). More-
over, religions have a wealth of peaceful
images and texts that are used to strive
for survival and solution in times of crisis.
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people in need, and the moral example
of its core members, a religious
community commands a privileged
status among segments of the popula-
tion. It proves especially valuable in
situations when institutions — local or
international, government or non-profit
— fail to deliver on given promises,
create a sense of security and justice
among a population,and are viewed as
illegitimate (Little and Appleby in
Coward, Smith, ed., 2004).

In such cases religion helps people
to cope with difficulties, providing ways
to handle the unthinkable, the
unknown, or the new. It provides
meaning and structure, both cognitively
and socially. This applies to violence and
war as well. All religions have extensive
literature regarding the proper way to
conduct war, thus minimizing the loss
of human lives and the destruction due
to the violence. All traditions also have
many examples of peaceful resolution
of conflicts that justify and support the
pursuit of political nonviolent responses
to threats and violence.

However, these positive contribu-
tions are often hidden behind the
headlines of the violent deadly attacks
justified in the name of religion, of the
mob destroying communities, and of
the speeches encouraging hatred. Hate
radio in Rwanda and formerYugoslavia
are frightening examples of powerful
incitement to mass violence. Some
people are misled, albeit indirectly, by
images that depict religious leaders and
figures against the bloody backgrounds
of war and conflict landscapes. Others
look beyond the headlines to
appreciate the constructive dimensions

of religion. Some of these observers
even recognize that the genius of
religiously inspired social welfare and
peacemaking activism is rooted in the
same zeal for holiness powering the
holy wars and religio-political crusades
(Coward, Smith, ed.,2004).

Religions and change

Itis important to emphasize that religion
is a complex phenomenon, ever
changing over time and space.There are
multitudes of interpretations within any
religious tradition. Each religion has
produced its own version of extremism,
at times in violent form, that has chosen
to use destructive conflicts as a way to
assert themselves or to gain political
power and recognition. At the same
time, historic memory exists within every
religious tradition, which offers examples
of tolerance and peaceful co-existence.
In this context it is very important to
distinguish between understanding and
condoning.While the first is imperative,
the second must be avoided.While it is
necessary to make all effort to under-
stand correctly what an extremist voice
is saying, violent, intolerant activities
should not be condoned.

Most recently, Islam as a religion and
Muslims as community, have suffered
quite a deal as a result of biased and partial
coverage of the nature of Islam®, which
in turn has prompted discontent across
the Muslim world. By delivering incessant
criticism and““demonizing the other side”
we fail to accomplish the most important
goal, which is to ease tensions and create
asense of trust across the religious divide.
Understanding is preventing, so we must
understand religion in general and its
intricacies in case of each local religious
group it represents.

Promoting respect and acknowled-
gement of sacredness of religious
traditions among parties involved, as
opposed to taking up a patronizing or
belittling tone, creates a sort of
psychological starting point from which
the construction of a mutually
beneficial dialogue can commence.
Knowledge of sacred texts and of
historical background in the context



of understanding where the grieving
party is coming from and what elements
are persisting in the collective memory
of that society might help in assuming
amore tolerant and forbearing attitude
among the conflicting parties.”

A relatively new phenomenon of
Track Il Diplomacy has become a major
factor in the field of diplomacy,
producing such results as the 1993 Oslo
Accord and the 1992 Mozambique
Peace agreement. Religion and religious
actors can play a central role in
conducting mediation either at Track
Il level diplomacy or at grassroots level.
I will re-emphasize some of the
apparent reasons for potential success
of religious efforts.

First, more than two thirds of the
world population identify with a
religion. Together, all those religious
organizations have a huge infrastructure
with a communication network
reaching to all corners of the world.
They have a great responsibility, and
there are high expectations on their
leaders(Reychler,1997).

Second, religious organizations have
the capacity to mobilize people and
to cultivate attitudes of forgiveness,
conciliation (Hoekendijk, 1990). The
transformation of attitudes and
communication is inextricably tied to
the establishment of deep relationships
of mutual trust among participants in
unofficial processes. Being with the
“enemy” at breakfast, in the meetings
themselves, and at the bar at night, re-
humanizes the conflict and helps
participants recognize that they share
many fears, needs and concerns.
Religious organizations have the
capacity and the authority to bring
opposing parties together under one
roof and sit them at one table.

Recent documents of the United
Nations speak of religion very marginally,
because the UN is an organization of
states and because there are significant
obstacles towards a consistent under-
standing of how religions could be
represented ‘properly’. This is of funda-
mental importance, because we can
prevent only what we know and yet

each situation is unique. Intriguingly,
while the repression of religion is
frequently a cause of conflict, the
respect of religious freedom and the
proper engagement of religious actors
are part of an emerging solution.

This is why probably one of the
most powerful forms of conflict
prevention is an established set of rules
that allow all religions to exist, express
themselves and contribute to the
common good of all. It has been
successful in many instances, and in
some cases its contribution to the
prevention of deadly armed conflicts
has been significant.

Religion can be a force for peace,
as a network of players committed to
the prevention of deadly armed
conflict, if an honest and open debate
both among and within religions is
allowed and political institutions are
formed to represent the needs, interests
and memories of all.

Andrea Bartoli

1 Seminal thinkers of the nineteenth century
- Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile
Durkheim, Max Weber, Karl Marx, and
Sigmund Freud - all predicted that religion
would gradually fade in importance and
cease to be significant with the emergence
of the industrial society. The belief that
religion was dying became the
conventional wisdom in the social sciences
during most of the twentieth century. For
a discussion, see Steve Bruce. ed. 1992.
Religion and Modernization. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 180-194, Alan Aldridge,
2000. Religion in the Contemporary World.
Cambridge: Polity Press. Ch. 4.

2 For the past several centuries Europe has
been characterized by desecularization of
politics through rigorous pursuit of separa-
tion of church and state, through growing
criticism of religion in academic, especially
Marxist and leftist political circles, as a
marginal variable and opium of the people.
Throughout the ColdWar the phenomenon
of religion, its role in international relations,
especially in conflict prevention and resolu-
tion, has been largely ignored as the daily
political agenda was heavily dominated by
the arms race and the maintenance of the
balance of power between the superpowers.
Political and military equilibrium between
the superpowers called for either
conservation or swift military action
directed towards subsequent management
of all conflicts, which could potentially
escalate into regional or international

THE ROLE OF RELIGION

discord likely to damage the fragile balance
of power. Such a system, largely based on
mutual deterrence could, for its duration,
conserve ethnic tensions and cultural
differences, but the demise of the bipolar
world and the emergence of a multitude of
independent state actors on the international
scene have brought with it the explosion of
nationalist and ethnic conflicts, which
increasingly occurred against the back-
ground of religious symbols and images.

3 According to Bruce Hoffman of Rand
Corporation, violence carried out by
religiously motivated groups since the last
quarter of the 20" century has resulted in a
dramatic increase of lethality among
population. (Numbers of active, identifiable
terrorist groups from 1968 to the present
are derived from the RAND - St. Andrews
Chronology of International Terrorism.).
“None of the 11 identifiable terrorist groups
active in 1968 (the year credited with
marking the advent of modern, internatio-
nal terrorism) could be classified as
religious. Not until 1980 in fact — as a result
of repercussions from the revolution in Iran
the year before — do the “modern” religious
terrorist groups appear, although they
amount to only two of the 64 groups active
that year. Twelve years later, however the
number of religious terrorist groups has
increased nearly six-fold, representing a
quarter (11 of 48) of terrorist organizations
that carried out attacks in 1992. By 1994, a
third (16) of the 49 identifiable terrorist
groups could be classified as religious in
character and or/motivation, and in 1995
they accounted for nearly half (26 or 46
percent) of the 56 known terrorist groups
active that year (Hoffman, 1999).

4 See the web-site of theWorld Conference
of Religions for Peace (http://
www.wecrp.org/ )

> For more discussion please refer to
Coward and Smith’s edition of “Religion
and Peacebuilding” 2004 and http://
www.c-r.org/accord/cam/accord5/
yoshut.shtml

¢ Islam has a long and virtuous tradition of
peaceful coexistence with non-Muslims in
the Dar al-Islam (the land of Islam), where
non-Muslims not only lived side by side
with Muslims but, as acknowledged by the
prominent experts of Islamic history (Hitti,
Lewis, Watt) often flourished in the court
of the caliphate by occupying some of the
highest government positions, in the field
of practical and theoretical medicine, in the
arts and sciences and in banking and trade.
" For example, there is in an interesting
passage in the Qur’an, which suggests the
acceptance of religions and religious paths
other than Islam. In Sura 5:69 we read:
“Those who believe (in the Qur’an), those
who follow the Jewish (Scriptures),and the
Sabians and the Christians — any who
believe in God and the Last Day, and work
righteousness — on them shall be no fear,
not shall they grieve” (Denny in Coward
and Smith, ed., 2004).
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Global partnership to
prevent armed conflict

Education, through  which
approximately 40 educators and

500 organisations have now endorsed the Global
Action Agenda of the Global Partnership for | @dministratorsaround the world agreed
Prevention of Armed Conflicts (GPPAC). The f;eareisrf;ﬁ(')'j?e, jfncénge;:;tézzi
conference with some 800 participants from 118

_ : education initiatives. The Global
countries at the UN headquarters in New York | Conference was also seen by

last July was an important stepping stone.

Improved interaction between civil
society, the UN and governments is
welcomed by both sides, with both UN
officials and government representatives
applauding the work of the Global
Partnership and committing to further
partnerships in the future. “As a co-
sponsor of this Conference, the UN
Department of Political Affairs will work
very closely with the Global

Partnership in the months ahead to
implement the vision of the Global
Action Agenda and to establish a real
partnership with civil society,” stated
Under-Secretary General Ibrahim
Gambari at the closing ceremony.
Initiatives coming out of the
conference include the International
Network for Conflict Resolution
Education (CRE) and Peace

participants as a unique opportunity for
creating vertical and horizontal
connections in the field of peace-
building, which provided a platform
for knowledge-sharing, and gave a
common voice to a community which
is striving to be recognised at the
international level.

The Conference attracted an array
of distinguished speakers to engage
with civil society leaders and innovators
from around the world, including
President Xanana Gusmdo of Timor
Leste, Nobel Peace Laureate Jodi
Williams, UN Under-Secretary General
Ibrahim A. Gambari, and Swedish
Ambassador to the US and UN
General Assembly President-elect Jan
Eliasson, amongst others. Two of the
case studies from People Building Peace
11 also addressed the opening assembly,
Katarina Kruhonja of Center for Peace,
Non-Violence and Human Rights —
Osijek, and Thelma Ekiyor of Liberia
Women Mass Action for Peace.

The Global Action Agenda was
presented to UN Assistant-Secretary
General Stephen Stedman, filling in for
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, at
the Global Conference on 19 July at
UN Headquarters in New York. Mr
Annan, in his keynote address,
expressed “profound appreciation” in
accepting GAA, and said he was
“heartened by the engagement and
commitment that have gone into it”,

The Peace Boat in New York for the Global Partnership conference. Peace
Boat is a Japan-based international NGO that works to promote peace, human
rights, equal and sustainable development and respect for the environment.
Photo: S. Mizumoto

noting that “the regional conferences
over the past three years, culminating
in this global conference, serve to

8 New Routes 3/05



implement a major recommendation”
of his 2001 Report on the Prevention
of Armed Conflict.

Extensive endorsement
Over 500 organisations endorse the
purpose of the Global Action Agenda
and the approach it advocates. The
document is published on a number of
websites including LPI’s (www.life-
peace.org). For more information and
endorsement form contact the GPPAC
process co-ordinator Guido de Graaf
Bierbrauwer at g.bierbrauwer@conflict-
prevention.net

The New York conference, which
took place in the UN building under
the auspices of the Department for
Political Affairs was the grand final of a
three-year project, which included 15
regional processes all over the globe.
The GPPAC project has been
coordinated by the Netherlands based

Workshop report:

European Centre for Conflict
Prevention.The 800 participants at the
NewYork conference, representing the
worldwide civil society, had gathered
to participate in a very rich variety of
seminars, workshops, exhibitions,
concerts etc.

During a three-day consecutive
session, LP1 and theWorld Conference
on Religions for Peace, concentrated
on the role of the faith-based
communities when it comes to
promote the overall objective of the
GPPAC process. In the working group
there were representatives of all major
world religions. The work resulted in
six key recommendations regarding the
need for more concerted reflection and
action from the world religions. See
separate article about the workshop
outcome.

The Global Action Agenda is not
specifying the role of any specific

Faith-based Initiatives

The manipulation of religion and
religious intolerance and extremism are
often sources of violent conflict.
Conversely, religious beliefs may also serve
to alleviate tensions and promote just
peace. Religious leaders, communities
and faith-based groups can utilize their
multi-faceted assets in the prevention
and transformation of conflict.

During the Global Partnership for the
Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC)
conference, twenty-five representatives
with different religious backgrounds
explored the role and capacity of religious
leaders and faith-based groups to prevent
conflict and build peace. The group
constructed a list of recommendations
for the advancement and implementation
of the Global Action Agenda (GAA).

General recommendations

1. Harness the social, moral, and
spiritual assets of religious
communities to prevent violent
conflict and build peace.

2. Strengthen and expand intra- and

inter-faith structures, and promote
dialogue and shared activities
among them.

3. Build and strengthen collaborations
between faith-based groups, UN
agencies, governments, international
non-governmental organizations
(INGOs), and other civil society
organizations (CSOs).

4. Advance peace education and
training by utilising the capacity of
religious communities and faith-
based groups.

5. Enhance the vital role of women
and intergenerational participation
in faith-based conflict prevention
and peace building.

6. Develop tools for monitoring and
evaluating faith-based initiatives and
formulate guidelines for developing
best practices.

Organized by Peter Brune, Executive
Director of the Life & Peace Institute,
and Angela Oliver, Director of the
Conflict Transformation Program of the
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sector of civil society but is pointing
out important areas of global concern,
where action is needed. It is of course
hoped that the networks that have been
created will continue to function and
that the adopted agenda will be used
as a reference document for the
coming years.

Besides the major task of assisting
in the coordination of the work on
religious aspects of the GAA, LPI also
carried out a workshop on the Uppsala
Program on Religion and Conflict. This
newly established program, which is a
cooperation between the Uppsala
University, the research department of
the Church of Sweden and LPI, has
been granted some funds and will be
more extensively presented in a coming
issue of New Routes.

Ana Cutter/Peter Brune

World Conference of Religions for
Peace, and facilitated by Yacob Tesfai
of the Life & Peace Institute and Fadi
el Hajjar of the Center for Justice and
Peace Building at Eastern Mennonite
University, the participants at the
GPPAC conference devised a frame-
work for this discussion, broken down
into three areas: Paradigm Shift,
Capacity Building, Networking and
Coordination. The following is a
summary of key proposals.

Paradigm Shift:

From Reaction to Prevention
* Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups have a significant role
in post-conflict peace building and
reconciliation, particularly in violent intra-
state conflicts. One way of preventing
future conflict is to make certain that
current conflicts are resolved fairly and
effectively in a way that serves the inte-
rests of all parties involved. By expanding
the current role of faith-based actors in
the process of healing war-torn societies
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and coordinating their expertise with
other socio-economic and political
activities, a more comprehensive and
sustainable peace can be achieved. In
addition, they can participate in the
disarmament, demobilization, and
reintegration of militarized populations,
particularly in relation to social services,
right livelihood rehabilitation, and
identity transformation.

« Religious leaders are influential social
figures, who can and have been taking
strong stands that promote good
governance, equality,and the protection
of human rights. In particular, they can
and should take strong stands against
intolerance and corruption.

* Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups recognize that
religious extremism can be a source of
conflict and division. Intra-faith
dialogue — as an initiative to bring
together moderates and extremists
within a faith community — is a way of
tempering extremism and preventing
the manipulation of religious teachings
or identities. The task of bridging
moderate and extremist elements has
proven to be challenging for all faiths
and good practice in intra-faith
dialogue is largely undocumented.

« Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups should consider ways
to better support the practice of intra-
faith dialogue through initiatives such
as: a) the creation of a forum that can
facilitate exchange about effective
approaches in engaging with extremists,
as well as provide a network for learning
and support, and b) documenting and
disseminating case studies and examples
of good practice in intra-faith dialogue.
Comprehensive initiatives to assist faith
communities in dealing with extremism
and the manipulation of religion for
violent means can make a significant
contribution in preventing and
transforming violence, and countering
generalizations about the relationship
between religion and conflict.

« Religious leaders, communities, and faith-
based groups have extensive social,
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political, economic, and physical assets that
can contribute to early warning and
response systems, peace-keeping and
humanitarian operations,and post-conflict
peace building. A comprehensive
inventory of the assets of faith communities
and religious institutions at local, national,
and international levels would help to
improve their utilization for conflict
prevention by the UN, other 1GOs,
INGOs,and civil society There are national
case studies of such inventories that could
inform efforts toward systematization at
the international level.

* The long-term paradigm shift from
reaction to prevention can be supported
by inter- and intra-faith theological and
ethical discussions focused on underlying
principles, values, and texts in regard to
human security. Pre-existing relationships
between religious leaders, communities,
faith-based groups, scholars and univer-
sities should be utilized to encourage and
inform theological thought and teaching.
Tangible educational programs and social
activities can and should balance divergent
views and experiences reflected in
gender, age, race, religion, social status,and
geographic location differences.

Capacity Building

» Many faith-based communities and
groups have large youth constituencies.
By recognizing and supporting these pre-
existing groups who are already involved
in peace building, they can be sustained
and expanded. In order to achieve this,
the groups should be identified and
provided with additional resources and
support. The communities and groups
also need to communicate with each
other, identify leaders and coordinators,
and develop funding to support and
sustain programs. By monitoring and
evaluating these programs, best practices
and models can be formulated for the
enhancement of existing programs and
the development of new programs.
UNICEF, INGOs, CSOs, and
governmental agencies should work
together to achieve these objectives.

« Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups should support
existing UN initiatives, such as the

September 21 United Nations’ Inter-
national Day of Peace and the call for
The Olympic Truce. By coordinating
ecumenical and interfaith initiatives with
pre-existing peace building initiatives,
civil society can become more engaged
in UN and governmental programs.Also,
faith-based groups, using the
opportunities presented by existing
programs like the International Day of
Peace Vigil, should consider engaging
their communities in spiritual
ohservations and interfaith observances.

*The Security Council should include
representatives of faith-based
communities and groups in efforts
related to conflict prevention and
peace building.

* Religious leaders from around the
world should encourage their
representative governments and
constituents to support the Global
Action Agenda for the Prevention of
Armed Conflict.

« Faith-based organizations that have
United Nations Economic and Social
Council status under Article 71 of the
UN Charter have the ability to consult
with the UN. Those that do not have
access for communicating and
coordinating with the UN might
consider looking at accreditation.

« United Nations country teams should
seek closer engagement and
collaboration with religious leaders,
communities, and faith-based groups
in the design, implementation, and
evaluation of development, conflict
prevention, peace building, and
reconciliation programs. Also, faith-
based organizations should be
represented on advisory councils of
UN in-country missions.

* Religious leaders, communities and
faith-based groups should encourage
their governments to ratify the Rome
statute for the International Criminal
Court (ICC). They should also
cooperate with the processes of the
ICC by working with governments, the
UN, INGOs, the Faith and Ethics



Network for the ICC, and the
Caalition for the International Criminal
Court to promote and support the ICC.
Also, they should devise coalitions that
advocate and educate their
constituencies in support of the ICC.

Networking and Coordination
* Regional preventive diplomacy
should recognize and build on pre-
existing intra- and inter-faith peace
education programs, religious councils,
and mediation centers.

« Best practices should be identified for
the prevention of armed conflict at
global, national, regional,and local levels.
Then, practitioners and other stake-
holders in faith-based communities and
groups should be trained and supported
in adapting and integrating these
practices into their current programs.

* Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups should be included
in the creation of a UN Peace Building
Commission and Support Office. They
should also be represented and involved
in the development and implemen-

tation of activities that result from this
Commission.

* Training materials and curriculum for
current and future religious leaders in
conflict prevention and peace building
should be advanced, and materials that
correlate secular definitions of conflict
prevention, peace building,and recon-
ciliation with religious texts, traditions,
and values should be generated.

Conclusion

Religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups have strong moral
and spiritual, social, and political
influence. By harnessing their pre-
existing structures, leadership capacities,
moral authority, and strong and
committed constituencies, they can and
have had a powerful role in the
prevention and transformation of
violent conflict. In order to fully utilize
and expand on pre-existing capacities,
it is vital to define the multi-faceted
roles of religious leaders and scholars,
communities, and groups at the local,
regional, national, and international
levels. Once these roles are defined and
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catalogued, they can be better
recognized and utilized in coordination
with other CSOs, governments, UN
agencies, and INGOs.

The proposals offered in this
document are the culmination of three
days of concentrated dialogue between
representatives of faith-based
communities and groups from around
the world. In such a short period of
time, it was a great task to elucidate
the life experiences and expertise of
these individuals. It will be beneficial
to document the diverse contributions
of religious leaders, communities, and
faith-based groups. Further meetings
and conferences should also be
convened on a regular basis to foster
continued networking  and
coordination.

The participants requested that this
report remain a dynamic working
document, so that it can be revised and
expanded upon, as civil society expands
its role in peace building and as we
move forward in the paradigm shift
from reaction to prevention.

Peter A. Bauman

Civil society
UN Security

The United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) has met with two prominent
members of GPPAC to discuss the role
of civil society in conflict prevention
and resolution.*“The Security Council
underscored and will strengthen its
relationship with civil society”, says a
statement released by the UNSC
president.

Following directly on the heels of the
UN summit in September, this
commitment to strengthening ties to civil
society could not have come at a more
important time. At the summit, heads of
state from nearly all of the UN% 191
member states committed to,among other
things, establishing a UN Peacebuilding
Commission. They also accepted the

meets
Councill

responsibility to protect populations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity.

“Civil society should complement
the role of nation states”, ACCORD
Executive DirectorVasu Gounden told
the Security Council, “and remain
outside the formal structures of the
United Nations, since its strengths,
legitimacy, and flexibility, derive from
its independence.”

Gounden was joined by Paul van
Tongeren, Executive Director of the
European Centre for Conflict Preven-
tion, in arguing for a meaningful
partnership between civil society and
the UN. Quoting UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan, Tongeren said

“there should be a two-way dialogue
between the United Nations and civil
society, not so that one can direct the
other, but to ensure our efforts
complement one another.”

Gounden said that “apart from the
need for a new partnership, the world
needs a shared consensus ... on the
nature, causes, and manifestations of
the security threats that confront the
world today.”

Tongeren, who is also a member of
the International Steering Group for
the Global Partnership for the Preven-
tion of Armed Conflict, emphasized
that the consensus must be one in
which prevention, not reaction, is the
primary goal.
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Civil society organizations have an
important role to play in reaching that
goal.“By mobilizing ‘people power’”,
Tongeren said,“CSOs can put pressure
on decision-makers to reach a
peaceful settlement that addresses
public needs”, not only after a conflict
has broken out, but before violence
erupts at all.

The paper Tongeren presented to
the Security Council recommends
that women play a key part in all
aspects of peacebuilding. It also argues
that a new UN Peacebuilding
Commission would be greatly
enhanced by cooperation with civil
society organizations, and early

warning and early response systems
are crucial to ensure the effective
prevention of violent conflict.

Gounden concluded his speech
with a plea:“In 1945 we united under
this august body to bring peace to the
world ... and today sixty years later we
are divided about how to bring peace
to the world. Let not the future
generations say that here stood a people
who presided over a United Nations
of divided nations. Let us forge a new
partnership and build a new
consensus!”

In response, the Security Council
noted that “a vigorous and inclusive
civil society could provide

community leadership, help shape
public opinion, and facilitate as well
as contribute to reconciliation
between conflicting communities.” It
also underscored “the role that these
actors could play in providing a
bridge to dialogue and other
confidence-building measures.”

The body “stressed that the essential
responsibility for conflict prevention
rests with national governments”, albeit
with civil society in an “important
supporting role”.

Stacy Kosko

UN Summit — mixed outcome

At the outset, the summit in New York
in September 2005 was billed as a land-
mark occasion - a global summit which
would review the millennium
declaration signed in 2000 and set out
an agenda for development, peace and
security.

Key elements of this agenda were
to include a wholesale reform of the
key UN institutions. Secretary General
Kofi Annan set out the main reforms
in his report In Larger Freedom, which
called for reform of the Security
Council, the Human Rights Commis-
sion, UN General Assembly and
ECOSOC, among others.

He also called for the creation of a
peacebuilding commission, which
would bridge the divide between
peace, human rights and development.
Through this commission, the UN
would have a much more co-ordinated
and long-term approach to dealing with
conflict situations. His vision was that
all these changes have to be achieved
as a package - piecemeal reforms, in
his view, are not an option. The
architecture of the UN has to be
reformed to bring it up to date with
the current global context.

Kofi Annan’s ambitious programme
set the bar high, articulating a vision of

amore inclusive, equitable and efficient
UN. In reality, the outcome fudges
many of the critical issues. The planned
reforms of the Security Council were
shelved during the summer as a result
of the inability of governments to agree
on criteria for selecting new perma-
nent or semi-permanent members. As
one official commented, It seems that
the current criteria is a reward for
possessing weapons of mass destruc-
tion”

The other main reforms - the
creation of a human rights council to
replace the discredited Human Rights
Commission and the peacebuilding
commission - have remained in the final
document. Importantly, however, the
document postpones decisions on the
details of those two new bodies.

The outcome document also falls
far short of the “global partnership for
development” on trade, aid and debt,
which is needed to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals. In
terms of aid, there are no new
commitments, but a restatement of
commitments was made in other
forums earlier this year.

On debt, there is an
acknowledgment of the need for a
resolution of the debt crisis, but no

agreement on how this can be
addressed.

On trade reform, the governments
could not agree on anything substantial,
arguing that trade is not an issue on
which the UN Summit has the
competence to speak. Instead, decisions
on trade will be deferred to theWTO
summit in Hong Kong later this year.

Given these omissions, it would be
tempting to call the summit a failure.
The document, however, is only one
part of the summit outcome.Alongside
the agreed “bottom line”, individual
member states have lined up in a kind
of beauty contest to set out their own
initiatives and commitments to inter-
national co-operation.

The focus now must turn to the
implementation of all these promises,
both globally and nationally. The days
of world leaders turning up at summits
and making promises which were then
shelved are gone.

Civil society movements, although
officially excluded from the summit,
have demonstrated their willingness to
hold leaders accountable to their
promises.

Justin Kilkullen
Director of the Irish NGO Trocaire

12 New Routes 3/05




The proliferation and use of Small Arms and Light
Weapons makes up an increasing threat to many
poor countries. Not only do they cause an
alarming number of casualties in armed conflicts,
but they also undermine development efforts to
improve economic growth and human security.

Small Arms and LightWeapons (SALW)
encompass a broad range of weapons
that can be carried by one or two
individuals. Michael Renner believes,
“that this class of weapon includes such
items as pistols and revolvers, rifles and
assault rifles, hand grenades, machine
guns, light mortars, light anti-tank
weapons like grenade launchers and
recoilless rifles, and shoulder-fired
surface-to-air missiles.”* As a major
threat to the security of the individual,
the recent shifts in international
relations theory caused by the emergent
human security agenda have made
SALW an important focus of current
debate.

While changes at the theoretical
level have caused SALW to emerge as
a crucial issue today, the staggering
empirical realities have equally played
a part in bringing the SALW issue to
the fore. Much in the way earlier
periods of arms control had reflected
the major threat of their time, the post-
Cold War world has been marked by
an increase in intrastate conflicts, relying
almost exclusively on SALW.
Christopher Louise noted in his 1995
report that of the 34 major armed
conflicts of 1993 (with casualties over
1 000), all were conducted primarily
with SALW and only a minority used
any form of major conventional
weapon system.2

The human cost of a world awash
with SALW is staggering. It is estimated
that SALW were responsible for
roughly half a million deaths in 2003*
and that by 2020 the number of deaths

and injuries as a result of SALW
violence will overtake the number of
deaths caused by Killer diseases such as
malaria.* The mounting number of
conflicts and the shocking level of

Small arms pose big threats

casualties have made the SALW issue
too important to ignore.

Undermining development

The reality that SALW proliferation can
undermine development is a further
reason that the SALW issue has to be
taken most seriously. Firstly, the
allocation of scarce resources to the
purchasing of SALW for national
arsenals prevents those funds from
being directed towards government
programs promoting growth. In a recent
report by the coalition group ‘Control
Arms’ entitled Guns or Growth, statistics

Young Somalis engaged in arms protest. Photo: LPI
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were provided demonstrating that in
many developing nations the amount
of spending on defence outpaced the
combined total of spending on

violence and injury in South America
is 13 percent of GNP In this manner,
SALW act as a burden on government
civil re-investment both in terms of

education and health.® In Eritrea for
instance, military spending was more
the quadruple what was spent on
education and health care and
represented more than 30 percent of
total GDPS

Former UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali argued that such
expenditures were “inimical to
development goals™ and called for cuts
to military expenditures in order to free
up valuable resources in order to meet
basic social welfare needs.® While it is
true these figures and assertions include
major conventional weapon systems and
as such it is difficult to ascertain the
specific impact of SALW, it is fair to
assume that due to their prominent
place in all military strategy, SALW play
a part of these budgetary
considerations.

Not only does the purchase of
SALW consume valuable resources,
but the further expenditures in the
areas of health and law enforcement
brought on by increased gun violence
must also be taken into consideration.®
Strengthening this argument is the

their initial purchasing price as well as
the associated costs of a society awash
with guns.

A further way the proliferation of
SALW can undermine development is
by scaring off foreign investors.As such
investment is an invaluable way of
bringing new money into a state’s
economy, many developing countries
rely on these partnerships to maintain
a high level of growth. Where guns
dominate and security of investment is
drawn into question, this investment
money can dissipate, and development
opportunities might be missed.!* The
proliferation of SALW in developing
countries can undermine development
by creating uneasiness in foreign
investors, giving cause for them to place
their money in other endeavours.

Finally, the proliferation of SALW
can undermine development projects
by scaring off international relief
agencies. As these groups volunteer
valuable aid and training to people in
developing countries, they are a way
for these states to provide more services
to their citizens than their limited

evidence provided in a report by the
Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development, which stated that the
average cost of SALW induced
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budgets may allow. The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
has drawn a co-relation between the
proliferation of SALW and the

increasing number of ICRC aid
workers who have been shot and killed
in the field. Whereas only 15 such
incidences occurred between 1945
and 1990, 40 ICRC personnel were
killed in Rwanda and Chechnya alone
during the 1990s.'2 Bobi Pirseyedi
noted a similar co-relation in
Afghanistan, as aid workers were
increasingly in the crossfire as a result
of over-use or misuse of small arms.*®
The proliferation of SALW has a clear
impact on the development efforts of
relief agencies and as such is a further
way that these weapons undermine or
limit attempts to bring a higher standard
of human security to developing states.

SALW in the Horn of Africa
The Horn of Africa, the roughly 5.2
million sg. km consisting of Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan,
and Uganda, has been called one of
the most armed regions in the world.
In Somalia alone, some estimates place
the number of SALW in the millions.**
Research in North Eastern Kenya has
found that every second household had
a gun and that sixty percent of the
patients in field hospitals were being
treated for gunshot wounds.'® The
2003 Small Arms Survey indentified
Kenya and Uganda as two countries
in the region that had a domestic SALW
manufacturing capacity. Furthermore,
the publication estimated that Kenya
and Uganda had utilized this production
in order to each amass a national
stockpile of up to one million
weapons.t® Scarce resources at the
state, local,and individual level are being
spent on weapons rather than
development, helping to maintain the
Horn of Africa’s place as one of the
poorest regions in the world.

As it seems counterintuitive that
such large public and private
investments in SALW are being made
in one of the world’s poorest regions,
it is important to account for the
various proliferation pressures in the
Horn of Africa region. Super-state
level pressures are found at the
regional and international level and



would simultaneously affect multiple
or all states in the Horn of Africa.
State level pressures would therefore
be incidences that had an effect
within one state within the region.
Similar pressures might be found in
multiple states, but due to their
isolated effects, they are categorized
at this level. Finally the local level
accounts for incidences wherein the
aggregate effects of actions by
individuals in a society are responsible
for the pressures driving SALW
proliferation and diffusion.

Super-State Level SALW Proliferation

Pressures

e International arms trade

* Collapse of Somalia and prevailing
situation of anarchy

« International criminal and terrorist
syndicates

* Conflict between Ethiopia and
Eritrea

e Internally Displaced People and
refugees

» Porous borders

State Level SALW Proliferation Pressures

 State to sub-state weapons transfers

* Poor security of national stockpiles

« Poorly co-ordinated disarmament
initiatives

« Domestic production and crude
small-scale manufacturing

* Repressive state practises

Local Level SALW Proliferation Pressure
e Mistrust between clans or groups
» Cattle rustling

* Famine or fear of famine

e Bride price

¢ Crime

e Gun as ‘status’

Addressing the

SALW problem

As a result of the multiple super-state,
state,and local level SALW proliferation
pressures, the SALW problem in the
Horn of Africa is quite severe. Having
now briefly highlighted some of the
challenges, it is important to note the
significant level of regional and local

One of the biggest threats to human security is the massive proliferation of small
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arms and lights weapons. Photo: Ylse van der Schoot, LPI

initiatives aimed at addressing the
SALW problem in recent years.

At the regional level, chief among
the responses has been the Nairobi
Declaration of 2000 and the subsequent
Protocols of that agreement. Originally
crafted by the Foreign Affairs Ministers
of the Horn of Africa and Great Lakes
countries, the Nairobi Declaration laid
out a plan for ensuring political action,
legislative measures, and civil society
involvement in the struggle to combat
the challenges posed by SALW. These
steps have, “given new impetus to
address the problem [of SALW] and
provided the requisite platform and
political good will to combat the
menace of small arms proliferation.”*

Through the declaration a regional
intergovernmental mechanism, the
Nairobi Secretariat, was formed in
order to co-ordinate the responses of
the governments in the region. The

momentum generated in 2000 has
waned recently, as states have been slow
to match political action to their
pronouncements. In fact, as of this year
only Kenya and Uganda had taken
steps to implement the national plans
of action as addressed within their
Nairobi Declaration commitments.
This aside, these regional initiatives are
important steps and offer a solid
platform for future action.

While the regional initiatives are an
important demonstration of a political
will to address the SALW problem, it
is the multitude of local initiatives that
may show the most promise for the
future. Clearly tiring of the armed
violence that has come as a result of
rampant SALW proliferation, there has
been a groundswell of support for
traditional methods of community-
based problem solving in many areas
within the Horn of Africa. In the Kuria
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region of Kenya the process of
sungusungu has had tremendous success
in addressing grievances caused by
cattle rustling. An evolution of a

use.As clans collectively pay diya, there
is a significant degree of internal
policing and pressure to solve disputes
through nonviolent means.As a result,

centuries old method of nonviolent
problem solving, sungusungu, or ‘ants,
has many communities turning first to
tribal elders to solve disputes rather than
to armed aggression.*®

This reinvigoration of a traditional
method has found particular success
as it is anchored in cultural familiarity
rather than a legal system that is often
only selectively applied. Migratory
pastoral communities have therefore
been able to use their own resources
and ideals, rather than having to rely
on security forces, whose dependa-
bility may fluctuate depending on the
area.

Comparable examples can be seen
in Uganda where several inter-clan
conflicts have been peacefully resolved
through the Karamoja Initiative for
Sustainable Peace (KISP). Similar to the
sungusungu, the KISP draws together the
elders of various communities into
peace building dialogue. In the case of
the KISP, the communities in question
actually span across the Ugandan-
Kenyan border and include four
separate clans.®

Somaliland is another case that
deserves special attention. Somaliland,
aregion in the Northwest of Somalia,
has managed to avoid most of the chaos
that continues to grip the rest of that
country. Ulf Terlinden believes that the
main cause for this different experience
has been the ability of the traditional
chiefs and clan elders to maintain
authority amongst their people and to
work together amongst themselves.?
Inter-clan treaties, or xeer, have set very
high fines, known as diya, for the open
use of SALW or even their threatened
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Somaliland has had a much greater
degree of success controlling SALW
abuses than other parts of Somalia.?

Threats to future generations
Clearly, one of the biggest threats to
human security in the Horn of Africa
region is the massive and widespread
proliferation of SALW. With negative
effects that cut across areas of security
and development, SALW pose a threat
not only today, but also serve to
undermine efforts to improve the states
in the Horn of Africa for future
generations. Where guns dominate,
efforts at economic growth, foreign
investment, and even international aid
are all threatened. In a region
recognized as one of the poorest in
the world, the Horn of Africa can ill-
afford the disastrous impacts of a
society awash with guns.

While the SALW proliferation
pressures are tremendous, the threat to
human security that these weapons
pose make addressing the problem a
priority for the international
community. While some of the steps
taken at the regional and local level
were highlighted above, there are a
number of initiatives at the international
level whose impact, if strengthened and
enacted, would be felt in the Horn of
Africa region. The UN Program of
Action on SALW, the fledgling Arms
Trade Treaty, and the EU Joint Action
on Small Arms are all policies that
citizens of the developed world should
study, comprehend, and endorse. Only
by continuing to pressure our
governments to act on the SALW issue
will we be able to play our part in

alleviating the proliferation pressures in
regions like the Horn of Africa. In the
absence of binding international
mechanisms of controlling the arms
trade and real commitments on the part
of states in the developed world to
provide the requisite aid, the ambitious
local projects discussed above will be
insufficient to address the tremendous
SALW proliferation pressures seen in
the Horn of Africa region.

DarrylWhitehead
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SOMALILAND ELECTION

Somaliland elections
boost hopes for peace

the average Somalilander. He was quick
to point out that when he was fighting
against the Siad Barre government, he
was never told that secession was a
driving factor.

There is some economic sense in
this argument, as without the extensive
trade links with the south that
burgeoned in bygone days and was the
life-blood of the northwest, Somaliland
would never manage to develop in line
with other countries in the region. As

On 29 September 2005 the Republic of
Somaliland, which proclaimed its independence
in 1991, held its first official parliamentary
elections. In addition to this, the current elections
were the first in the whole area of Somalia since
1969. Altogether some 70 international
observers from a dozen different countries
participated in the monitoring of the elections.
A competitive and pluralistic party system gave

the 800 000 voters a genuine choice.

Since 1991 it has been a long road of
redemption for the breakaway republic
of Somaliland, and these momentous
parliamentary elections are a veritable
sign of what can be achieved in the
aftermath of war. The elections passed
off without any recourse to violence,
and despite the South African observer
team noticing “numerous administrative
and logistical shortcomings”, the whole
process was relatively free and fair. Not
even the threat of a derailment as a
result of the arrest of suspected Islamic
terrorists could dampen the optimistic
mood of the country.

Nonetheless, it remains to be seen
whether the peace — won at such a
cost twelve years ago — can be sustained.
Ominously, in the run-up to the
elections, the issue of clannism became
a modus operandi for all three parties, to
the extent that on polling day, one of
the international observers suggested
that 80 percent of the seats in the new
parliament may be already “locked in”
along clan lines.

In the endgame, the two main issues
on the table were peace and security
on the one hand and on the other,
that of recognition. The
unpredictability of peace in the sub-

region was on the lips of a majority of
voters and remains — despite the relative
stability — a recurrent theme in the lives
of Somalilanders. Memories of the civil
war after the disintegration of Somalia
are still rather lucid, and the proximity
of the violent south as well as the
protracted nature of the conflict with
Puntland are part and parcel of daily
life here. Even amongst Somaliland civil
society organisations, there is a realisa-
tion that they have gone beyond a need
for conflict transformation, but that a
sustainable peace is still not a given. This
is somewhat presumptuous conside-
ring the insular move toward clannism
during the elections and in relation to
the ongoing conflict in Puntland.
Not all of the electorate perceived
recognition to be the driving force
behind the elections, and there were
some dissenters. Our driver
Mohammed, a former fighter in the
Somali National Movement, dismissed
the election issue of recognition as
illusory and maintained that the need
to improve the living standards of the
local population was paramount.
Unemployment is rife in the small
republic, and the cost of living is
becoming ever more burdensome for

it stands, the border areas with
Puntland are insecure, and the south is
too unstable. To the southwest lies
Ethiopia where trade restrictions are
heavy, and the road to Addis Ababa is a
long and arduous one.

However, it is not all doom and gloom
when considering the tentative steps
taken by the Transitional Federal
Government (TFG) in asserting that
peace in the south was a priority before
any negotiations can take place with
Somaliland — if they do at all. This is a tall
order for the TFG, and Somaliland is
almost certain that any possibility of
recognition by the international
community will surely depend on what
happens down south. Much can be read
into the feelgood factor brought about
by these elections on the current impasse
in the south. Civil society organisations
have been quick to latch on to this and
are imploring the two opposing TFG
factions to at least sit down and talk.
Recently, one of LPIs former partners,
Forum for Peace & Governance arranged
an exposure Vvisit, whereby fifty activists
and academics from the south were
allowed to visit Hargeisa during election
time and were bowled over not only by
the crowds of people at the polling
stations, but also the sight of a busy
bustling town where freedom of
movement was taken for granted.
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Effect on the south

Now that Somaliland has held verifiable
elections, the knock-on effect for the
south cannot be underestimated. In
Somalia in general, networks are a fact
of life, and the success of the
democratic process up north will not
have gone unnoticed. The most
surprising result is maybe the reaction
among the majority interviewed on
Horn Afrik.! Those asked for their
opinion on the elections up north
responded positively and further
implied that both TFG factions should
sit up and take note instead of staring
each other down along the Mogadishu
to Jowhar? road.

The apparent progress in the political
situation in Mogadishu and Jowhar allied
to the positive response from those
quarters vis-a-vis the elections in
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The elections in Somaliland were observed by international teams. Among the
monitors was Shane Quinn from LPI.

Somaliland begs the question: will
economic reality override all other
contentious issues between the sides and
bring them closer together? Although
anathema to many Somalilanders, the
economic argument has nonetheless
proven to mollify other conflicts and is
increasingly relevant in a region where
peace — although uneasy in some cases
—is in the ascendancy.

In that respect, and in order to
assuage the political aims of both
Somaliland and the south, it is both
surprising and disappointing that the
international community has not come
up with some form of political
incentive to show their recognition of
the progress made by Somaliland and
the continuing efforts by the TFG to
gain a foothold in Somalia. In the case
of the former, an interim status

arrangement of ten years could be
offered, whereby the small enclave could
have an interim state arrangement but
its long-term status would be dependent
on eventual negotiations with the TFG,
once the latter has managed to establish
itself adequately. If there are no signs of
stability coming from the south, then
full independence could follow for
Somaliland as recognition for its hard-
earned progress.

In relation to the crisis surrounding
the TFG, there is an immediate need to
come up with a mediation strategy
between the two factions.Although LPI
stringently adheres to the need for
Somali problems to be resolved by the
Somalis themselves, there is an
underlying need for what can be termed
as forceful facilitation. The fact that most
efforts at mediation have failed thus far
should not deter those international
actors involved in the process.

In that respect, the recent initiative
put forward by President Geedi and
eagerly supported by the UN Special
Envoy for Somalia, Francois Fall, is both
welcome and timely. However, if this
particular initiative fails, then the
immediate future for Somalia looks
bleak, and the official break-up of the
country could gather pace as a result.
The government of Somaliland would
also be quick to indicate that the
consistent drawbacks of achieving
stability in the south can only serve to
strengthen its claims for recognition.

The international actors involved in
Somalia must be prepared to back the
peace process, laboriously built up over
two and half years, and not let it
crumble for a want of sustained and
purposeful action. That is the least the
Somali people deserve from the long
unabated circle of violence that has
engulfed them over the course of
fifteen years.

Shane Quinn

! Mogadishu-based radio station with wide
coverage in the Banadir and Hiraan regions
2 A town 90 km north of Mogadishu, at
present the temporary seat of the
transitional government.



SIGNS OF PEACE

After the Gaza pullout,
watch for signs of peace

toward peace must seriously address
the economic issues. If Palestinians
do not see a brighter future, Hamas
is likely to take over control. Since
disengagement Hamas has lost five
points in the Palestinian polls, going
down to 30 percent, with Fatah rising
to 47 percent. These numbers could
change rapidly if the hopes for a
stronger economy do not become

Economy, sovereignty and security are some of
the issues at stake after the Israeli pullout of Gaza.
None of the factors can be understood in
isolation but must be seen as interlinking parts in
a process, which has aroused hope for peace
but also fear for, in the worst case, a deterioration
of the situation. A number of signs in the near

future will show the trend of events.!

Hisham is twelve years old and he wants
to be a pilot. Like many youngsters in
the impoverished Gaza Strip, he is
starting to envision a better future now
that the long-awaited dream of Israel
leaving Gaza has finally become a reality.

“I dream of becoming a pilot. | want
to fly over the West Bank, over Egypt. |
want to see other skies. | also want to
rebuild my school which was damaged
by an Israeli rocket and the stadium so
my friends can play football”, says
Hisham who lives in the Al-Maghazi
refugee camp close to the recently
evacuated Jewish settlement of Kfar
Darom.?

Will Hisham and his fellow-beings
in Gaza see their hopes fulfilled? Is the
Israeli withdrawal a first step towards a
desperately needed improvement of
their situation? Or is it, again, one step
ahead only to be followed by two steps
backward, resulting in more violence,
suffering and hopelessness? To help
churches discern what is happening in
Israel and Palestine, Peter Weiderud,
Director of the Commission of the
Churches on International Affairs of
the World Council of Churches
(CCIA/WCC), has written a brief
entitled To Evaluate the Gaza Pullout Look
for Seven Signs of Peace.

“[These] signs will include the
opening of secure land, sea and air links

from Gaza to the outside world, how
many of the people evacuated from
Gaza are resettled within Israel’s pre-
1967 borders, and whether from now
on decisions affecting both parties to
the conflict are negotiated equitably
between the two sides”, he writes.
According to the Baskin-Siniora
Peace Plan, economic hope for the
people of Gaza will be the most
important guarantee that the situation
will stabilize and remain calm. It claims
that, “(e)verything possible must be
done by the PA [Palestinian
Authority], the Government of Israel
and the international community, to
promise that economic stability
ensues. This means reaching
agreements immediately that will
allow for access and movement of
goods and people. There is great

reality.

Air, sea and land links

A prerequisite for Gaza to become an
independent, flourishing place to live
and work for its 1.4 million inhabitants,
instead of a virtual prison without any
access to its surrounding areas, is that
its borders to the outside world are
opened by land, sea and air. Its inter-
national airport that was inaugurated
by former US president Bill Clinton is
now in ruins, after Israeli bulldozers
ripped its runway apart at the
beginning of the second intifada. Israelis
are refusing to allow work on the
airport, but Palestinian Civil Affairs
Minister, Mohammad Dahlan, has made
it clear that the PA will start work on
fixing the runway as soon as the Israeli
soldiers leave the Strip. In the meantime,
international donors have stated that
they are willing to fund the

urgency here, as this issue will impact
on issues of security (and vice
versa).”

Any chance to move forward

reconstruction of the airport and
construct a full cargo terminal.

Israel has given its approval for the
construction of the Gaza seaport, but
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An Israeli soldier watches a Palestinian woman
displaying a picture of her imprisoned son, as
she flashes the V-sign. Photo: Saif Dalah/
Pressens Bild

not to its operation. International
donors willing to build the seaport
want guarantees that Israel will not
destroy the port in any future possible
attack and will allow the port to
operate. However, Israel is not willing
to give such guarantees. It knows that
without its physical control at the port,
there is a real danger that weapons will
be imported. The IDF still maintains a
security belt around the territorial
waters of Gaza, and if it suspects ships
containing arms are approaching Gaza,
Israel will stop them from entering.
According to international law, an
occupation ends when the occupier
no longer exercises effective control
over the occupied territory. Bearing in
mind the control functions that Israel
wants to keep, it is obvious that it will
have effective control even after the
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last soldier has left the area. Therefore
the occupation has not ended, and
international humanitarian law is still
valid, for which Israel can be held
responsible.

The Gaza independence “coin” has,
however, at least two sides, and possibly
even more. “Let us assume ... that
Israel will completely withdraw from
Gaza and that it will relinquish all
control over Gaza, its international
borders, its airspace, its land and it
natural resources”, argues Gershon
Baskin at the Israel/Palestine Center
for Research & Information (IPCRI).
“If that is the case, Israel will claim
that the occupation over Gaza has
ended. At that point, a vacuum of
sovereignty will exist,and while Israel
was never sovereign in Gaza, the
question must be raised of whether
or not the Palestinian Authority
becomes the sovereign power and if
that sovereignty is translated into
statehood.”*

At present, there is great reluctance
by the Palestinian leadership to move
in that direction. They see this as a trap
in laying the ground for implementing
Phase 1l of the Road Map, which calls
for the establishment of a Palestinian
state with provisional borders. However,
if the Israeli occupation in Gaza will in
fact come to an end in the coming
weeks or months, there is a legitimate
question regarding who holds
sovereignty over Gaza.This is not only
a trap but also an opportunity for the
Palestinians. Effective Palestinian control
and good governance over Gaza will
facilitate the process of rolling back the
occupation in the West Bank.

Expansion of settlements

A continued pullout is necessary in
order to change the ongoing trend of
expanding West Bank settlements. At
the beginning of September, the
construction of 117 new housing units
in Ariel was approved by the Israeli
Occupation Authorities, as well as plans
for an additional 3 000 housing units.
The settlement plans, that pursued
despite repeated US appeals that Israel

freeze settlement expansion, drew swift
condemnation from the Palestinians.
However, Sharon has repeatedly said
that he plans to strengthen and expand
major West Bank settlement blocs,
including Ariel, where the vast majority
of the 246,000 West Bank settlers live.

An important criterion for a real
peace process to follow the pullout
from Gaza is, according to the CCIA/
WCC brief, what happens with the
agreement on the route of Israel’s
barrier versus Palestinian land and
water rights, as well as the status of
Jerusalem. The barrier, although
constructed in a way that confiscates
more land from the West Bank, has
for the first time created a
consciousness of an eastern border in
the minds of most Israelis.

“The 80 settlements east of the
barrier, with a population of about
56,000 (not including Maaleh Adumim),
should be the next target for
evacuation”, says Gershon Baskin,
IPCRI. “This must be done as a
coordinated action with the Palestinian
Authority, so that it is clear that
negotiations produce positive results.”

Once the disengagement from the
settlements east of the barrier is
complete, all of the territories of the
West Bank on that side of the barrier
must be turned over to full Palestinian
control. This should be part of the
coordinated process. Together with
Gaza and about 80 percent of the West
Bank (and a real link between the two
areas) the State of Palestine becomes a
reality.

Jerusalem focal point

Jerusalem has most often been the
window to the conflict,and the worst
atrocities and tragedies have taken
place inside the city. Now it is time
to turn Jerusalem into the window
of conflict resolution and
reconciliation. Concerted and
coordinated acts by the forces of
peace in Jerusalem must become the
order of the day. The CCIA/WCC
brief asserts that, “any good that
comes out of the Gaza withdrawal



will pale in the long term unless
current trends in and around
Jerusalem are reversed”.

The city will become the next
focal point of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Peace will require reaching
agreements that enable Jerusalem to
become the capitals of both the State
of Israel and the State of
Palestine. However, formal agree-
ments on the permanent status of
Jerusalem are still far away. The
present situation is, on the contrary,
quite distressing in view of the
following perspectives presented in
The Middle East Report of the
International Crisis Group:

“Once completed, the separation
barrier will create a broad Jerusalem
area, encompassing virtually all of
municipal Jerusalem as expanded and
annexed in 1967, as well as major
settlements to its north, east, and south.
This area encompasses over four
percent of the West Bank, absorbs many
Palestinians outside of municipal
Jerusalem and excludes over 50,000
within, often cutting Palestinians off
from their agricultural land.

Expansion of the large Ma’ale
Adumim settlement on to the east of
Jerusalem and linking it to the city
through the E1, a planned built-up
urban land bridge, will go close to
cutting the West Bank in two.

New Jewish neighbourhoods/
settlements at the perimeter of the
municipal boundaries will create a
Jewish belt around Arab East Jerusalem,
cutting it off from the West Bank and
constricting Palestinian growth within
the city”®

A second lsraeli pullout must be
done in coordination with the
Palestinians. The next disengagement
will likely be from all the settlements
east of the Israeli separation barrier —
walls and fences. It will concern a mi-
nimum of 80,000 settlers in some 60
settlements. This falls short of what
Palestinians want, and it will be a clear
attempt by Israeli to cement the
separation barriers as a permanent
border. Unless current trends in and

around Jerusalem are reversed, the
positive outcome of the Gaza
withdrawal runs the risk of being
overruled by a third intifada.

SIGNS OF PEACE

the winding road to peace is the
question of Israeli security. The CCIA/
WCC brief points out that good faith
and concrete measures like those above

International support

In the immediate future after the Israeli
disengagement from Gaza, a heavy
responsibility rests with the internatio-
nal community to meet its obligations
to bring and enforce peace. The
world’s leading nations bear central
responsibility to enforce international
law and have the essential third-party
role of ensuring progress toward peace.
When the US, for example, has spoken
specifically and forcefully against
unilateral actions that violate the
Geneva Conventions, it has been
effective. Other actors, including
churches, have considerable capacity
for promoting international law as the
basis for peace. These issues concern
both international monitoring of the
peace process, security, and economic
support.

The Palestinians themselves also
have a role to play in order to gain
international recognition. Gershon
Baskin, IPCRI, argues that, “the best
chances for moving forward and for
ensuring further Israeli withdrawals is
for the Palestinians to claim statehood
and sovereignty and to behave like a
state. ... Palestine will be free to call
upon the United Nations to dispatch
peace keepers to its borders in order
to prevent an Israeli incursion into its
territory. ... This means that Palestine
must enforce law and order. ... It
means that stopping the armed struggle
or the armed resistance becomes a
Palestinian imperative and a supreme
matter of Palestinian national strategic
interests.””

An issue not to be overlooked on

may well be the only sustainable
security policy for Israel. If abuses
related to the occupation are
corrected, injustices that fuel conflict
will decrease, and popular confidence
in a negotiated peace could be
regained. After years on the margins,
people on both sides committed to
non-violent, law-based solutions could
again be in a position to take the
political initiative.

The scope of challenges seems to
broaden, from the Gaza Strip to lIsrael
and the West Bank, and then involving
the international community. It is
important to remember that all these
challenges are interlinked, as shown in
the CCIA/WCC brief. First, if the
occupation ends in one place but is
being strengthened in many other
places, the overall situation has actually
become worse. Second, the policy of
encouraging people to settle on
occupied territory has caught people
up in a policy of control and conquest
that will not bring peace. The Gaza
withdrawal dramatically demonstrated
the high personal costs for those
involved in this political strategy. Finally,
the essential legal framework for
resolving the conflict is the same in
Gaza and the other places mentioned.
It is the body of international law that
deals with foreign occupations,
especially the Geneva Conventions and
relevant United Nations resolutions.

Kristina Lundqvist
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Seven signs of peace

By Peter Weiderud

Director, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs,World Council of Churches
Excerpt from CCIA/WCC Background Information on International Affairs, 22 August 2005

Below are seven signs to watch for that will indicate in the months ahead whether the Israel withdrawal from Gaza

enhances prospects for peace.

Life for the residents of Gaza improves, including
human rights.
- Vacated land is used for the benefit of needy Gazans.
- Land, sea and air links open to the outside world, especially
to the West Bank, with international oversight to ensure
proper functioning as well as fair and effective security
measures.

The people evacuated from Gaza are resettled
within Israel’s pre-1967 borders.
- How many Gaza settlers will resettle within Israel’s pre-
1967 borders? (Reports indicate that about half the
evacuees will be moved from Gaza to other still-occupied
territory.)

From now on, decisions affecting both sides
are negotiated equitably between the two sides.
Equitable negotiations on core issues are long overdue,
including:
- The route of the Israel’s barrier versus Palestinian land
and water rights.
- The final status of Jerusalem.

Both sides treat Jerusalem as a shared and open
city.
- Palestinians have free access to their communities in East
Jerusalem while Israel assures the security of its citizens in
accordance with international law.
- Construction stops on the barrier wall, Israeli settlements
and Jewish neighbourhoods in greater East Jerusalem and
their future is negotiated.

Palestinians in the West Bank are able to travel
between their communities and to Gaza.
- The hundreds of checkpoints and barriers within the
occupied territories are removed.

The international community meets its
obligations to bring peace.
- The US administration uses its authority to focus Israeli
and Palestinian leaders on issues such as sharing Jerusalem,
trading land for peace, and adhering to international law as
the basis for peace.

7 Israelis become more secure.

- Cease-fires hold; they are repaired whenever they break down.
- Both sides handle violent acts as criminal acts, under the law.

The full text can be read at the website of theWCC: www2.wcc-coe.org
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ALAND STUDIED IN CAUCASUS

The Aland Process
studied 1n Caucasus

people from each country
representing different political and
peacemaking sections of Armenia and
Azerbaijan, and representatives from
Nagorno-Karabakh itself, investigated
and discussed which mutually accep-
table attributes of Aland self-
government are possible to implement
for Karabakh.

In addition to lectures and discussions,

The Caucasian region has since long been at the
heart of differing interests and claims, which have
at time lead to armed conflicts. In order to reach
a peaceful solution, different models of
autonomy are studied, among them the Aland
Process. At a seminar in September participants
from the two areas discussed experiences and

possible ways forward.

The negotiation process on the
protracted conflict regarding the
Armenian enclave Nagorno-Karabakh in
Azerbaijan has again reached a deadlock.
Following a cease-fire agreement in 1994
the enclave has been independent, but
according to the enclave’s president,
Arkady Gukassian, the peace is imperfect.
Azerbaijan’s official position is that
Karabakh is its territory, and it will settle
for nothing less than the restoration of
Azerisovereignty there.

- When Azerbaijan demands from
us that we return territories, and agree
with the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan, of course we cannot agree
with that, says the president.!

Peacemaking organizations and citizens
of South Caucasus are now studying the
best conflict resolution models in the
world, in order to create their own South
Caucasian model on the basis of them.
Thereupon the Aland model became the
focus of their attention.

To facilitate further studies and
discussions on the topic, a seminar
entitled “The Aland Process” was held
4-8 September, starting in Aland and
closing in Helsinki, Finland. It was
arranged by the Aland Islands Peace
Institute and Helsinki Citizens

politicians and representatives from
different organizations, from Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Karabakh,
Abkhazia, Aland and Finland.

The seminar intended to make
participants familiar with the
organization of life in Aland, studying
its executive system, functions of
different institutes, etc. Groups of ten

the participants at the seminar made study
visits to the municipal administration in
one of Aland’s communes and to the
parliament of Aland in the capital
Mariehamn.

Different backgrounds

One of the most significant
differences between the “Aland
process” and the process of
negotiating lasting peace in the South

Assembly in Azerbaijan and Armenia.
The seminar assembled about 30
participants, academics, journalists,

The initiators of the project, Arzu Abdullayeva, Azerbaijan, and Anahit Bayandur,
Armenia. Participants also came from Georgia, Nagorno Karabakh, Abkhazia,
Aland and Finland. Photo: Robert Jansson, Aland Peace Institute
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South Caucasus and Aland — fruitful exchange
of experience and views on autonomy and
conflict handling.

Caucasus is the fact that the dispute
over Aland’s political status in the early
20™ century never came to an open
conflict. As a result, the process of
negotiating and implementing the
autonomy regime, agreed as a

prospective solution for the Aland
dispute, was not complicated by the
need to retrospectively address the
consequences of conflict and
violence.

In the case of the South Caucasus,
however, the starting point for
negotiating a prospective peace is the
need to deal retrospectively with
conflict-related problems, such as
refugee return and property restitu-
tion. This need to address the past
while negotiating the future adds an
additional layer of complications onto
attempts to move beyond political
disputes. Another issue to consider
in the Caucasian context is whether
one common South Caucasian
conflict resolution model will be
worked out, with the consideration
of local peculiarities, or separate
Karabakhy, Abkhazian and Ossetinian
models.

The seminar resulted in important
discussions on the situation in
Caucasus and how how to continue

8 000 autonomous islands

Aland is an archipelago consisting of
8 000 islands between Finland and
Sweden.When Russia recognized the
independence of Finland in 1917, the
population of Aland wished to reunite
with Sweden, to which it had belonged
up till 1808. However, in 1921 the
League of Nations in 1921 decided that
Aland would be a neutral and
demilitarised zone belonging to Finland,
which was obliged to guarantee the
population of the island the reserva-
tion of Swedish language, customs,
traditions, and development of the
Swedish culture.

The local parliament of Aland can
pass laws on internal affairs of the
islands and on the budget. It also
appoints the local government. Legal
competence of the local parliament is
defined in the spheres of education
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and culture, public health, economy,
transport, municipal economy, police,
post, radio and television. All other
legislative competences belong to
Finland: foreign policy, the main part
of the Civil Code, court and criminal
law, customs and currency.

One member of the Finnish
Parliament is elected among the popula-
tion of the archipelago to defend the
rights of the Aland Islands. The President
of Finland with consent of Aland’s local
parliament appoints the governor of the
islands. Among the duties of the
governor are to head a council of
representatives of Aland and to open
and close the sessions of the local
parliament.

A person who gets residential permit
gets aright to Aland citizenship. It belongs
to every child, born on the islands, if one

the peace process. The participants had
the opportunity to get a deeper insight
into the question of autonomy. The
hope is that the analysis of different
models of autonomy will give the
participants inspiration and ideas of
conflict handling, on a local, national
and transnational level.

- The participants stated that the
experiences of Aland cannot be
directly used as a model in other places,
but that there are interesting and
inspiring elements in the Aland
solution. Many of the participants have
already arranged seminars and
discussions in their home region, and
several follow-up projects are
discussed, says Robert Jansson,
director of Aland lIslands Peace
Institute.

Kristina Lundqvist

1 www.nkr.am/eng/news/digest.html

of the parents is a citizen of Aland.
Simultaneously, Alanders are citizens of
Finland. Aland citizenship is also given to
citizens of Finland, who move to the
archipelago and live there for more than
five years, if they know Swedish.

Peace Institute

The Aland Islands Peace Institute was
founded in 1992 by The Aland Islands
Peace Association. The Institute does
both practical and theoretical work. It
carries out research, arranges seminars
and conferences and provides
education in conflict management.
Focus areas include security policy,
autonomies and minority groups, and
issues relating to the Baltic Sea region.
In addition, the Institute supports a
wide range of youth activities.



DRC:

Demobilised combatants
trained In conflict resolution

conditions, to enable the FDLR to form
a political party in Rwanda, was not
received with great enthusiasm by Kigali,
which blocked the repatriation process.

Within the FDLR, opinions differ on
which conditions should be met before
starting repatriation. In the light of this,
Colonel Amani declared on the 24" of
June that he was prepared to start
repatriation, and some FDLR politicians
joined his point of view and created an

The presence of between 8 000 and 10 000
FDLR (Forces Démocratiques de Libération du
Rwanda) combatants in Eastern Congo (DRC)
remains a principal source of instability in the
Great Lakes region. Recently, a process of
repatriating these troops to Rwanda was started.
Life & Peace Institute has been entrusted the
responsibility for reconciliation and peaceful

resolution of conflicts.

The FDLR consists of Hutu rebels
with links to the 1994 genocide in their
home country Rwanda, although a lot
of members are not themselves

resulted in a declaration by the FDLR
in Rome on 31* March, that the armed
struggle would be stopped and turned
into a political one. One of the

emergency commission withinthe FDLR,
although some would call it a splinter
group.The international community and
the Congolese government seized the
opportunity to continue discussions on
repatriation with this group.A committee

‘genocidaires’. Over the past years
Rwanda has several times sent troops
to Congo, because the FDLR would
pose a threat to security in Rwanda.
The mandate of MONUC, the UN
mission in Congo, nowadays allows
them to assist the Congolese army to
‘persuade’ the FDLR to return
peacefully to Rwanda. In the past
months this has been done by showing
military force, telling the FDLR to leave
their bases and then burn them down.
Pushing the FDLR around has serious
consequences for the civilians, who
suffer even more from the presence
and violence of many roaming troops.

On a diplomatic level many efforts
have been undertaken to repatriate the
FDLR to Rwanda, although without
any major success until today. The
Congolese government recently started
talks with the FDLR with the support
of the Catholic community St. Egidio,
which in the last ten years has become
increasingly well known on the inter-
national level for its contribution to
peace building in the world. The talks

LPI provide basic training to ex-combatants in DRC. Photo: Ylse van der Schoot,
LPI
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with three representatives of the
Congolese government and three FDLR
representatives has been created, which
meets regularly under observation of
MONUC.

On 26" September General Amani
(who had been promoted in the
meantime) gave a press conference in
the demobilisation camp run by the
FDLR in Luvungi, South Kivu, which
opened that day. MONUC would have
preferred to receive the combatants in
their transit camp immediately to
repatriate them within 48 hours to
Rwanda. Yet for various reasons, the
international community is not willing
to support the FDLR camp. General
Amani explained, however, that the

FDLR needed their own camp first to
de-traumatise the combatants, restore
their confidence in the international
community - because they have let
them down before - and receive some
information on different issues.

This is where the expertise of the
Life & Peace Institute (LPI) comes in.
The issues identified are human rights,
trauma-counselling, reconciliation and
peaceful resolution of conflicts. One
of the government representatives
thought LPI could take care of the
two last topics and invited us to speak
with the general. During this meeting
it was decided that on 29" September
LPI will give this basic training to a first
group of 66 combatants in their camp

in Luvungi. LPI does not wish to make
any political statements but judges that
training of these ex-combatants is
important for a peaceful return to
Rwanda, where reintegration and
reconciliation will remain a major
challenge. Since the programme started,
LPI has worked with partners on issues
linked to the presence of the FDLR
in Eastern Congo.After this first training
session we hope to continue to
contribute to a peaceful return of
demobilised FDLR combatants to
Rwanda, which would improve peace
and stability in the region.

Ylse van der Schoot
LP1 Resident Representative in DRC

LPI News

Christian - Muslim dynamics
The research department at LPI is
engaged in a project on Christian-
Muslim dynamics at the community
level in Africa. In the first phase,
two case studies were done in Sudan
and Ethiopia, respectively. The
rationale for the choice of these
countries is that Sudan has a major-
ity Muslim population, and religion
is a factor in the developments in
the country. Ethiopia has a
substantial Muslim population and
well-established Christian traditions,
but religion is viewed differently,
not necessarily as a factor in shaping
people’s reactions and interactions
at certain levels.

In the second phase of the project
Nigeria and Tanzania are studied.
Similarly, Nigeria was chosen because
it is already a point of reference, when
observers speak about Christian-
Muslim relations in Africa. Tanzania also
has a substantial Muslim population,
and apparently, the interactions of
people are not seen as being shaped
by religious factors. Yet, the current
trends could be seen as signs of the
future. Thus it would be interesting to
study them.
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In July 2005 LPI's Research
Coordinator Tarekegn Adebo visited
Nigeria to meet and discuss with
researchers who had been identified
to carry out the study. So far, a general
survey of the area of the research has
been carried out in August 2005. Places
surveyed for the fieldwork include
Kaduna and Kano in the heartland of
Northern Nigeria, Jos and Maiduguri
representing the middle belt, and the
North East, where a series of conflict
had ensued. The period under review
shall cover 1987-2003.

The areas surveyed in Southwest
Nigeria are Ibadan, Ogbomoso, Ede
and Osogbo; these areas have both a
Christian and Muslim presence.
Southwest Nigeria has not been totally
free of conflict, the most recent being
the case of the use of “hijab” (veil) by
secondary school female students in
Yorubaland in both public and private
institutions. State government interven-
tion curbed the situation, when the
Christians reacted against such an issue
coming from some a Muslim cleric
with a vested interest.

In July 2005, Anne Kubai, LPI’s
Research Director, visited Tanzania to
identify researchers and launch the

study there. So far, the field work in
Tanzania is progressing satisfactorily.
Data collection in two of the research
areas (Arusha and Mbeya) is being
finalised. In order to get a more
representative view of the situation in
Tanzania, research will cover areas with
substantial populations of adherents of
both Islam and Christianity, including
the Islands. Meanwhile, various
documents with relevant information
are being reviewed.

Central America

in focus for LPI

The annual meeting of the LPI board
of directors 2005 was held in June in
San Salvador, El Salvador. Two major
seminars were arranged in connection
with the meeting, which was hosted
by the LPI vice President Rev. Miguel
Tomas Castro and the Emanuel Baptist
Church. One seminar brought
attention to prospects for peace in
Colombia, while the other was
focussed on violence, delinquency and
youth in Central America.

In addition to regular business, LPI
board members and staff also engaged
in exposure visits and met with ex-
combatants, local communities and



LPI board and staff at the annual board meeting in San Salvador

leaders in Salvadoran churches and
society. The General Secretary of the
Latin American Council of Churches,
Rev. Israel Bautista, attended the
meeting as a special resource person
and facilitator. The LPI board received
reports and discussed ongoing
programmes, strategies, budget and
action plans for the coming years.

Peace security

development

A number of representatives for peace,
humanitarian and development agencies
met in Brussels in June to discuss issues
in relation to peace, security and
development. The symposium was
arranged by CONCORD, the European
confederation of development NGO:s,
in collaboration with EPLO, a network

of peace organisations and the
humanitarian networkVOICE.

It was the first time the three
“movements” met for information
exchange and discussions about the EU
developments and lobby agendas in
terms of security-development.Topics
lively discussed by the 28 participants
were the militarization of aid and the
need for acommon agenda. From LPI
Peter Brune, Tore Samuelsson and Orla
Clinton attended.

Sudan Focal Point

Johan Svensson, representative for LPI’s
Horn of Africa Programme, has been
appointed chair for the Sudan Focal
Point (SFP) Africa, an advocacy tool
for the Sudan Ecumenical Forum.After
some years of coordination from South

LPI News

Africa, the network has now moved
back to Nairobi. The co-ordinator,
replacing John Ashworth, is the former
Ugandan diplomat James Oporia
Ekwaro. In addition to Sudan, SFP will
focus on the African Union, IGAD,
African governments, All Africa
Conference of Churches etc.
DanChurchAid is the current lead
agency in the network. At the
European level Marina Peters, based in
Germany, continues as the SFP co-
ordinator.

Peasants
for peace
One of the many civil society orga-
nisations that receives support from
LPI’s peacebuilding programme in the
Democratic Republic of Congo is the
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peasant association UPDBu. 14 000
members are organised in 560 groups.
It is the “peace chambers” (chambres
de paix), which foster dialogue and
promote resolution of local conflicts
that are supported by LPI.

Cardinal
Maradiaga
visits LPI
In August LPI’s executive director Peter
Brune, together with the Roman
Catholic diocese of Stockholm and the
Embassy of Honduras, arranged a visit
to Sweden by Cardinal Oscar
Rodriguez Maradiaga from Honduras.
Cardinal Maradiaga is recognized for
his commitment to the global issues of
debt reduction and poverty eradication.
Monsigneur Maradiaga had meetings
with  Swedish  Minister for
Development Ms Carin Jadmtin and
bishop Jonas Jonson, chairing the joint
working group between the World
Council of Churches and the Holy
See. He also met with representatives
for the Latin American Diaspora in

Cardinal Maradiaga during his visit
to Sweden. Photo: Jim Elfstrém

Sweden. Among the matters discussed
with LPI was peace building on the
continent in relation to the work of
the Latin American Bishops
Conference.

Catholic

peacebuilding

Claudette Werleigh, conflict transfor-
mation director at LPI, has participated
in the second International
Conference on Catholic Peacebuilding,
which was held in Davao City,
Mindanao, in the Philippines. The
conference in mid-July brought
together 75 academic and activist
peacebuilders from 21 countries.

“The selection of Mindanao for this
conference is a tribute to the efforts
of the Catholic, Muslim and indigenous
communities to find peaceful solutions
to the violence that has caused so
much suffering among our one human
family”, says Fernando Capalla,
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Davao.

The Catholic Peacebuilding
Network (CPN) is a voluntary network
of practitioners, academics, clergy and
laity, that seeks to enhance the study
and practice of peacebuilding,
especially at the local level. Through
its convening, research, website and list
serve, the CPN aims to deepen bonds
of solidarity among Catholic
peacebuilders, share and analyze “best
practices”, expand the peacebuilding
capacity of the church in areas of
conflict, and encourage further
development of a theology of a just
peace.

International

festival in Sweden

The Church of Sweden recently
gathered no less than 2 000 volunteers,
decision makers and staff engaged in
global issues for a major international
festival in Vésterds. Among the 67
seminars were two hosted by LPI:
“Role of religions in conflicts and
peacebuilding” and “How could it
happen? The role of churches in the
genocide in Rwanda”. Publications
from LPI were displayed and sold
throughout the festival.

Jenny Svensson and Selin Amirthalingam at the publication display. Photo: Tore
Samuelsson, LPI
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Staff and interns

Jenny Svensson who just
finished her MA in Peace
and Conflict Studies at Upp-
sala University is working
part time with the
Publications for Peace
Education project. She deals
particularly with the distri-
bution and is in touch with
some 90 (!) recipient
universities.

Inger Carlberg is employed
as a part time accountant
with special responsibility
for book keeping and
project reporting.

Lindsey Weber from
Vancouver, Canada, is an
intern from Project
Ploughshares for six months
up to March 2006. She
holds an MA in Political
Science and International
Relations, and has a
particular interest in human
security and peacebuilding.

NEews, RevieEws AND RESOURCES

Lisa Minnhagen is a part
time intern at LPI until
spring 2006.While working
at LPI she is also doing the
Master programme on
religion, conflict and peace-
building at the faculty of
theology in Uppsala.

Reviews and Resources

Wisdom for

to Colombia

to Tajikistan.

argument is that “critical yeast” is more

Peacebuilders

John Paul Lederach: The Moral
Imagination. The Art and Soul of
Building Peace. Oxford University
Press, 2005. 200 pp

The thesis of this recent gem from John
Paul Lederach is that “transforming
violence is forged by the capacity to
generate, mobilize, and build the moral
imagination.” For those familiar already
with the writings of this inspiring,
itinerant promoter of peace, the pages
will echo with and revisit notions
emphasized in his earlier work: See
the complexity before you simplify
things. Take a long-term view. Reflect
more deeply on this familiar passage
from Scripture. Focus on the centrality
of human relationships. Observe
carefully and listen well.

The Moral Imagination is replete with
powerful personal stories, from Ghana

Autobiographical narratives explore the
development of concepts and varying
approaches to peacebuilding, complete
with their inherent“messiness. Ak learn,
for example, how a web approach to
constructing peace grew out of the
author’s well- known pyramid of vertical
and horizontal capacities, or how lived
and remembered history got doodled
one day into his all too future-oriented
conceptualization of time.A wide range
of disciplines come into play in this
book, from poetry to physics and from
anthropology to aesthetics to ethics.
Rich images and memorable analogies —
how siphons work, the art in spider’s webs,
the invisible might of good yeast — actively
engage the right brain as well as the
more serious left lobe.

A chapter “On Mass and
Movement” claims that efforts to
produce social change often miss the
mark by seeking to mobilize large
masses of people. The author’s
provocative but not entirely convincing

important to social change movements
than “critical mass,” and that it’s more
productive to overcome sides than to
take them.While undoubtedly true for
many peacebuilding endeavors, there
is a time for partisanship. Above all,
however, forging peace should not be
conflated with social and historical
change in general.

This little volume by John Paul
Lederach is full of wisdom. It suggests
the importance of peripheral vision and
flexibility of movement, as well as
multiple understandings of time. It
celebrates serendipity. It invites us to
explore the mystery of vocation, of the
personal risks and the challenges of
responding to a transcendent call to
peacemaking as discipleship.Above all,
it in-spires. Its greatest strength, and it
undoubtedly has many, is its unfailing
capacity to breathe vibrant spirit into
the arduous practice of building peace.

Tom Bamat
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Peacebuilding
from below

People Building Peace I1: Successful
Stories of Civil Society, ed. Paul van
Tongeren, Malin Brenk, Marte
Hellema & Juliette\erhoeven. Lynne
Rienner Publ. 2005

“In order to effectively prevent and
resolve the violent conflicts of today,
all stakeholders, from the grassroots to
the international levels, need to be
included in developing and
implementing such strategies
throughout the entire cycle. Most
importantly, peace building from below
— by civil-society actors — works and is
needed for any peace process to
succeed” (van Tongeren, Brenk, Hellema
&Verhoeven, p 1).

The above quotation is the main
message of People Building Peace I,
shortened down to two sentences by
the editors. The aim of the book is to
inspire peace workers all over the world,
and also to share some lessons learned.
The underlying thought is that while
critical views on the world and negative
news do have their importance, good
news and successful initiatives as well
as positive spirits must likewise be given
their space. Published in the context
of the Global Partnership for the
Prevention of Armed Conflict
(GPPAC), the People Building Peace
publication is the result of an effort to
provide this space.

The present volume is the second
People Building Peace book published
by the European Centre for Conflict
Prevention. The first volume, People
building Peace: 35 Inspiring Stories from
Around theWorld, has been available since
1999, and the second one was released
at the Global Conference entitled From
Reaction to Prevention: Civil Society
Forging Partnerships to PreventViolent
Conflict and Building Peace, which took
place at the UN Headquarters in New
York on 19-21 July 2005. The UN
Secretary General, Kofi Annan, has
written the foreword. Mr Annan
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indicates civil society as a crucial
component in conflict prevention and
conflict resolution work.

This new volume is, just like the
first one, arranged under thematic
headings. Civil society is, not
surprisingly, one of these. Underneath
it we find, for example, the inspiring
story of the Mano River\Women’s Peace
Network \Women from theWest African
states Sierra Leone and Liberia,
countries that were then in a state of
civil war, and Guinea, where tension
was rising, launched a project in 2001:
to get their leaders to meet in order to
try to restore good relations between
the three states. When the women’s
group had impressed president Taylor
of Liberia, and jokingly threatened
president Conte of Guinea, the three
presidents had already agreed to meet
before the women’s delegation even
reached Sierra Leone to persuade
president Kabba.

Another thematic heading is
Education, a topic that is given
additional importance and actuality by
the Millennium Development Goals.
The goals are, according to GPPAC,
related to conflict prevention, as
“Prevention and sustainable peace-
building are necessary to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals;
fulfilling these goals can, in turn,
address some of the root causes of
conflict and promote human security”
(GPPAC News, June 2005). There are,
however, loopholes in that statement,
enabling us to break possible vicious
circles as shown by a story from the
Education theme of the book, that of
UNICEF? children’s paper, Sawa.

During the civil war in Lebanon,
when schooling was made impossible
due to frequent air raids, UNICEF
started to publish a free children’s
magazine, Sawa (Arabic for “together”).
The idea was to make up a little for
some of the missed education and to
provide an amusement for children
during the long hours they spent in
bomb shelters. Sawa was pedagogic and
contained facts, games and stories, and
emphasised a national Lebanese

identity rather than ethnicity or religion.
The magazine was distributed in up
to 70 000 copies (including in the
Palestinian refugee camps) every six
weeks, and for each issue an average of
2 500 letters of response came from
the children who read it.

The whole book is full of inspiring
tales of successful efforts, some of which
generated sustainable results, and some
of which helped mostly in the short
term. However, small successes are
better than no successes at all, and
People Building Peace I1: Successful Stories
of Civil Society leaves the reader with a
sense of enthusiasm and hope to achieve
New progress.

Lotta Friedner

Raising
awareness on
gender perspective

Genevieve Jacques: Beyond
Impunity — An Ecumenical
Approach to Truth, Justice and
Reconciliation. WCC Publications,
2004

Caroline Sweetman (ed): Gender,
Peacebuilding, and Reconstruction.
Oxfam Publication, 2005

Originally published in 2000, this new
edition of Beyond Impunity is of as much
interest as the first one was, due to the
current state of world affairs. The 9/11
terrorist acts and the “war on terror”,
as well as the entry into force of the
Rome Statute and the decision of the
United States not to participate in the
International Criminal Court, have shed
a new light on Geneviéve Jacques’
reflections on impunity and how to
overcome it.

Dealing with issues of forgiveness,
reconciliation, peace and justice,
however, the author falls into the trap
specified by the editor of Gender,
Reconciliation and Reconstruction, namely



not distinguishing between men’s and
women’s different experiences of
reconciliation work. This anthology
stresses the need not to simplify
women’s role in conflict and
reconciliation to the stereotype of
nonviolent peace workers. They also
have other identities, belonging to
different sides of the conflict or to
different social groups.As the authors
point out, this simplification often has
serious effects, such as women fight-

ers not being included in
reintegration and disarmament
programmes.

The article by Zuckerman and
Greenberg presenting three dimensions
of gender thinking that need to be
present during a post-conflict
reconstruction is, as it happens, also a
quite accurate description of the book.

The first dimension is “women
focused activities” aimed at
compensating for disparities between
the sexes. The second dimension is of
an economic nature, reasoning that the
whole society benefits from the use
of women’s potential. In the article
about a women’s sewing course in
Kosovo, the difference between these
approaches became evident. The
course had positive effects, such as
empowering the participants, but aid
agencies demanded income-generating
results in too short a time. Hence, it
was a clear mix-up between the
women-focused and economic
dimensions.

The third dimension is
transformative, dealing with changing
existing gender roles.\We can mention
here a project in Rwanda, where
women and men were given
empowering training and then
undertook a democratically run equal
participation project, for example goat
farming, with income generating and
value shifting effects.

It seems too many of the stories in
this book deal with failed initiatives.
This can only be because there is still
too little knowledge and shared views
about integrating gender thinking in
reconciliation and reconstruction work.

This book is, then, a good place to
start raising awareness.And integrating
a gender perspective in, for example,
Geneviéve Jacques’ impunity
discussions would give them a new
edge. | even dare to say that it is time
to integrate a gender perspective in all
reconciliation literature.

Lotta Friedner

Unarmed Heroes
and Peace Women

Unarmed Heroes.The courage to go
beyond violence. Compiled and
edited by Peace Direct. Clairview 2004,
261 pp

In the old history books, more myths
than realities, the heroes were the
successful warriors. That is still the case
in many popular movies. Not least
therefore it is important to tell the stories
of the alternative heroes and heroines.
As a part of their work to prevent, trans-
form and resolve conflicts through
nonviolent means, the British NGO
Peace direct has published Unarmed
Heroes - a series of personal testimonies
and essays on pains and possibilities.

Among the examples in this collec-
tion can be found a former Loyalist
terrorist and a former IRA terrorist,
armed forces members and their
victims, the daughter of a man killed
by a bomb and the man who planted
that bomb, an Israeli Jew and a
Jerusalem-born Palestinian etc. Most of
them are ordinary men and women
from different continents and with
various professional background.
Added to this is a more analytical
chapter by the well-known peace
researcher Scilla Elsworthy regarding
nonviolent methods.

Angelika U Reutter & Anne Riffer
(eds): PeaceWbmen. The eleven women
who received the Niobel Peace Prize 1905
—2003. Riiffer & Rub 2004, 253 pp
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The editors of PeaceVWomen had in a way
bad luck. By using the time frame 1905
— 2003 they just missed the twelfth
woman to get the Nobel Peace Prize:
Whangari Maathai, the Kenyan ecologist.
Five of them have got it since 1991 — a
definite improvement in comparison with
the first half of the century. Not until
1979 the sixth woman received the prize.

Without Berta von Suttner there
might never have been a Nobel Peace
Prize. Her personal friendship with
Alfred Nobel was probably his main
inspiration for the prize, but it took
five years until she got it herself in spite
of a very dedicated and gifted peace
work. Most of the female peace prize
laureates have had a tough struggle to
cope with, even if sometimes from an
upper class position. Poverty, prejudices
and power struggles have been quite
usual elements in their lives. Their
overcoming of the difficulties is in a
way all the more encouraging.

Peace Women combines in a
sophisticated way mini-biographies with
documentation of their opinions and
Nobel lectures and an eloquent layout.

Bernt Jonsson

Reasons for
a new world

Marcelo Rezende Guimaraes: A new
world is possible, ten good reasons
to ... WACC Publications, London,
UK, 2005

The author of this little encouraging
book from World Association for
Christian Communications is professor
of pedagogy in Porto Alegre, Brazil,and
coordinator of the NGO Educators for
Peace. Guimardes provides the reader
with ten good reasons under each
chapter/topic: Educate for peace,
Practice tolerance, Promote interfaith
dialogue, Be in solidarity and Promote
human rights.

Tore Samuelsson
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New publications from LPI

A variety of new publications and “bestsel-
lers” in new editions are now available from
the Life & Peace Institute. Among the new
resources available are the following books:

Reinventer le Qoutidien,a research report
from Democratic Republic of Congo, written
by Héléne Morvan who worked as an assistant
researcher in the LPI conflict transformation
and peacebuilding programme in the Kivu
provinces 2002-2004. The main report is in
French, but an English summary of some 24
pages will be released during November.

Traditional Institutions for Peaceful
Resolution of Conflicts, the role of the
Bashingantahe during the 1993 crisis in
Burundi.The book is an account for a research
project in four phases undertaken by the
University of Burundi in collaboration with
LPI and funded by Sida, Sweden. Research
supervisor has been Philippe Ntahombaye and
scientific co-ordinator Liboire Kagabo.

Tools for Peace? The Role of Religion
in Conflicts. This is a vibrant report from
an international inter-religious conference
held in southern Sweden in November
2004.The output offers numerous ideas for
action, rather than a joint declaration or a
bold statement. The project, as well as the
report, is the result of fruitful collaboration
between the Swedish Muslim Council, the
Christian Council of Sweden, the Swedish
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the Life
& Peace Institute.

Post-conflict peacebuilding and prospects
for democracy with reference to Africa
is an occasional paper written by LPI
Research Co-ordinator Tarekegn Adebo.

Being church in Rwanda. The challenges
of forgiveness and reconciliation is a fresh
occasional paper by LPI’s Research Director
Anne Kubai, who worked for three years
in Rwanda prior to joining LPI in 2004.

New editions of “bestsellers”

In an educational project funded by the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland,a number
of LPI publications are published in new
editions. The purpose of this Publication for
Peace Education (PPE) project is to equip
selected academic institutions with copies for
teaching. So far close to 90 institutions, mostly
in Africa and the Middle East, collaborate
with LPI in the project.

The first shipment, containing seven
titles, was distributed in spring 2005. The
second, with sex titles in English and four
translations to French, was sent out at the
beginning of October, and a third is
planned towards the end of the year. In all,
seven books are planned to be translated
to French and five to Spanish.

With a new phase of the project, there
is a possibility to add on some more
universities. Publications will also to some
extent be granted other resource centres
and networks. Nominations for both these
categories are welcome. Read more about
the PPE on LPI’s website or send an e-mail
to info@life-peace.org

LPI, celebrating 20" anniversary this year, has produced some 70 publications.
Selected “bestsellers” are now available in new editions. Photo: Tore

Samuelsson, LPI
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