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Reflections on the Relation between Agnon & the Bible

XU Xiangquan

Abstract: The relation between Agnon and the Bible
directly influence the understanding of the art of Agnon’ s
fiction. His novel was rooted in the tradition of Judaism, and

received the education of the Hebrew Bible. The Bible is the
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source of writing. The use of the Bible is mainly manifested in
the following areas: quoting, rewriting and parody. His
representative novels are deeply influenced by the Bible. The
relation between Agnon and the Bible is the best footnote of the
theory of intertextuality. He imitated the Bible intentionally, and
consciously assumes the task of medernization of the Bible. He
brings new life to the Bible through the dialogue to the Bible.

Key words: Agnon ; the Bible; intertextuality
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@ Carolyn Riley ed., Contemporary Literary Criticism. Volume 4, Detroit,
Michigan: Gale Research Company, 1975,14.
® Anna J. Sheets ed., Short Story Criticism. Volume 30, Detroit London: Gale
Research, 1999,2.
@ Ibid.
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@ Arold J. Band, Nostelgia and Nightmare: A Study in the Fiction of S.Y.
Agnon. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1968,5.

®  Gershon Shaked, Modern Hebrew Fiction. Trans.Yael Lotan, Indiana
University Press,2000,81.

@  Gershon Shaked, Shmuel Yosef Agnon: A Revolutionary Traditionlist. Trans,
Jerrey M. Green,New York:New York University Press, 1989,3.

Amos Oz, The Silence of Heaven:Agnon's Fear of God. Trans.Barbara Harshav,
New Jersey:Princeton University Press, 2000,2—3.
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@ Miriam Roshvald, Ghetto, Shteil, or Polis? The Jewish Community in the
Writings of Karl Emil Franzos, Sholom Aleichem, and Shmuel Yosef Agnon.
Borgo Press/Wildside Press, 1997,28.
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@ Linda Pavlovski ed., Twentieth-Century Literary Criticism. Volume 151,
Detroit, New York, etc.: Thomson Gale,2004,1.

® Alan Mintz & Anne Golomb Hoffman, ed., A Book That Lost and Other
Stories. New York:Schocken Books, 1995,13.

@ Harold Fisch,S.Y. Agnon. New York: Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., 1975,
10.
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@ Alan L. Mintz, Translating Israel Contemporary Hebrew Literature end its
Reception in America. Syracuse University Press,2001,95.
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® Alan L. Mintz, Translating Israel Contemporary Hebrew Literature and its

Reception in America. Syracuse University Press,2001,95.
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